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EC Leader Backs Serbian Sanctions in Parliament 


AU2104134193 Paris AFP in English 1308 GMT 
21 Apr 93 


[Text] Strasbourg, April 21 (AFP)}—Tightened sanctions 
against Serbia are just as effective as military interven- 
tion on the ground, Danish Foreign Minister Helveg 
Petersen on Wednesday told the EC parliament. 
Petersen, whose country holds the rotating presidency of 
the EC until June, stressed to his audience the impor- 
tance of applying additional sanctions adopted against 
Serbia last week by the U.N. Security Council. 


The sanctions become effective April 26 unless the Serbs 
adopt the peace plan worked out by U.N. and E.C. 
mediators Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen. But in recent 
days international pressure has been mounting for armed 
intervention to stop Serb aggression in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 


“We have asked the Serbs to reevaluate the situation,” 
said Petersen adding that he thought the Serbs “must 
react to international pressure.’ He said the toughened 
sanctions, contained in resolution 820, constitute a “step 
in the right direction” and illustrate that “the interna- 
tional community was able to make the right decision in 
standing up to Serb aggression.” 


“As long as the Serbs don’t accept the Vance-Owen plan, 
the international community must continue applying 
pressure,’ European commissioner Leon Brittan told the 
parliament in speaking on behalf of the European Com- 
mission. 


During the debate that followed Petersen and Brittan’s 
speeches, the majority of the parliament members 
voiced their support for increased international pressure 
on the Serbs. 


Their meeting was held as Lord Owen was travelling in 
the former Yugoslavia in a renewed effort to convince 
the Serbs to sign the peace plan and to end fighting 
between Croats and Moslems in central Bosnia. 


EC-U.S. Pact Focuses GATT on Japan, France 


AU2204065393 Paris AFP in English 0104 GMT 
22 Apr 93 


[Report by Graham Brown] 


[Text] Brussels, April 22 (AFP)}—With the United States 
and the European Community well on the way to settling 
their trade differences, pressure will now increase on 
Japan and France to accept world trade reforms, analysts 
said Wednesday. 


They were speaking after the United States and the E.C. 
announced that they had stepped back from the brink of 
a trade war by reaching compromise in their dispute over 
protectionism in government contract awards. 


Asked whether the compromise was good news for trade 
reform talks under the General Agreement on Tariffs 
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and Trade (GATT), E.C. Trade Commissioner Leon 
Brittan said: “It clears the way and makes it easier for the 
work to go ahead.” 


Following the evident easing of U.S.-E.C. trade tensions, 
the spotlight is now bound to switch to Japan’s barners 
against imports, particularly mce, and France’s opposi- 
tion toa GATT agreement to slash agricultural subsidies. 


Brittan aud and U.S. Trade Representative Mickey 
Kantor announced simultaneously in Strasbourg and 
Washington that they had broken the back of a long- 
festering dispute. 


They agreed that companies from each side should be 
allowed to bid freely for lucrative heavy electrical equip- 
ment such as generators on both sides of the Atlantic, 
and undertook to remove discriminatory barriers. 


They did not agree a similar deal for telecommunica- 
tions equipment, and Kantor said that Washington 
would move to keep European firms out of contention 
for some telecommunications contracts in retaliation for 
E.C. discrimination. 


But Zygmunt Tyszkiewicz, director-general of the Euro- 
pean employers federation UNICE, said the sanction 
would not hurt much, because European firms had 
always had great difficulty in getting into the US. 
telecom market anyway. 


Earlier, E.C. Commissioner Manuel Marin, quoted by a 
community spokesman, had predicted that Washington 
had wanted a “little clash”’ with Europe, in order to flex 
its muscles for a “big clash” with Japan. 


The E.C. and Washington are narrowing their differ- 
ences over tariff cuts in the Uruguay Round of GATT 
trade talks, and officials said that Wednesday's accord 
was more proof of a growing understanding between 
Kantor and Brittan. 


Both men have stepped up pressure on Japan for a 
breakthrough concession to accept foreign rice imports 
ahead of a summit of G-7 (Group of Seven) industrial- 
ised countnes which will be hosted by Tokyo tn July. 


Tyszkiewicz also called on Washington to make conces- 
sions in the GATT negotiations that would allow France 
to end its opposition to an E.C.-U.S. agreement on 
agricultural subsidy cuts which is critical to a GATT 
deal. 


“The real difficulty now is to develop a GATT package 
which makes it possible for the French government to 
say ‘yes’ without going back on the (agricultural) 
accord,” he said. 


Economists believe that a GATT agreement wouid help 
pull world economies out of economic recession, but that 
a collapse of the talks could herald increased protec- 
tionism and destructive rivalry between competing trade 
blocs. 
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The Uruguay Round has been dragging on since 1986. It 
was supposed to be wrapped up in December 1990, but 
ran aground mainly because of the E.C.-U.S. quarrel 
over farm subsidies. 


When that quarrel was patched up late last year over 
France’s objections, the bickering continued over such 
issues as tariffs on industrial goods and the enforcement 
of trade rules generally. 


Belgian Daily Reviews U.S.-EC Trade Talks 


BR2104151193 Brussels LE SOIR in French 21 Apr 93 
p4 


{Article by Nathalie Mattheiem: “Brittan-Kantor Talks 
Not Over—Deadline Postponed in Euro-American Dis- 
pute’’] 


[Text] This is not yet an impasse: The American and 
European foreign trade negotiators finally announced 
that they would resume their talks on public procure- 
ment this Wednesday at noon (6:00 PM in Brussels) by 
telephone. 


Is a deadlock in sight? European Commissioner Sir Leon 
Brittan and U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor 
sought to “keep issues separate” by reporting some 
progress on GATT. However, the public procurement 
dispute was the most pressing issue on the agenda during 
their two days of talks in Washington: Failure to come to 
an agreement was expected to precipitate announce- 
ments of American sanctions and European countermea- 
sures. A new “final” deadline has been set for April 22. 


Talks, went on longer than expected; fueled by rumors of 
a “substantial offer’ by the Community, hopes for a 
compromise were ultimately dashed, however. The two 
negotiators were careful not to predict any positive 
outcome, nor did they offer any status report. !n such 
circumstances, can one realistically look forward to an 
agreement for this Wednesday? Kantor and Brittan had 
their innocuous answer at the ready: “It depends on how 
tiring Sir Leon will find the flight back to Brussels,” 
quipped the U.S. trade representative. “These trips are a 
fine way to recharge my batteries, actually,” rejoined the 
commissioner 


Badinage aside, the two negotiators reviewed the other 
bilateral disputes (steel, Airbus, the non-GATT aspects 
of the Blair House farm deal, etc.) and were anxious to 
stress that headway has been made on a number of 
GATT issues. “This is an essential matter for global 
trade—a far more significant one than the quarrel on 
public procurement,” said Leon Brittan. According to 
him, what matters more now is not resolving the dispute 
but seeing “how it is tackled.” A viewpoint shared by the 
Americans: “Two partners with a trade volume as large 
aS Ours Cannot agree on everything,” Mickey Kantor 
said. ““What we want to see is the extent to which our 
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differences may affect our capacity to work together on 
larger issues,” Kantor continued. 


Headway has allegedly been made on the Uruguay 
Round, such as on procedural aspects and on core 
matters (the issue of accecs to markets). “The time has 
come to make politically difficult decisions,” said Sir 
Leon, pleased with the official confirmation that Presi- 
dent Clinton intends to ask Congress to extend the 
administration’s “fast-track” authority on GATT, in 
order to be able to submit an agreement for ratifica‘ion 
by 15 December. “This is sufficient to bring the aegoti- 
ations to a successful conclusion, and close enough .o 
keep the pressure on,” the European commissioner said. 


Belgium’s Martens Urges UN Action in 
Mozambique 

BR2104130693 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 21 Apr 93 p 6 


[Article by “AXB": “Martens Urges Quick UN Action in 
Mozambique’’] 


[Text] Zaventem—Only prompt action on the part of the 
international community can prevent the situation in 
Mozambique from ending up as it has in Angola. This 
was stated by Wilfried Martens, former prime minister 
and chairman of the Christian-Democrat European Peo- 
ple’s Party (EPP). After several decades of civil war, a 
fragile peace was established in Angola last October. This 
chance for peace could disappear unless the United 
Nations and the donor countries meet their commit- 
ments without delay. 


Wilfried Martens travelled to Mozambique and to neigh- 
bouring Malawi at the head of a delegation from the 
AWEPA (Association of West European Parliamentar- 
ians for Africa). This is a lobby of West European 
parliamentarians who have been opposing apartheid for 
many years, and who want to keep attention focused on 
Africa. 


Against all expectations, the peace agreement that was 
concluded between the Frelimo [Mozambique Libera- 
tion Front] government and the Renamo rebels on 4 
October 1992 is still holding up after all these months, 
Martens said at a news conference on his return. This 
situation will last only if the international community 
fulfills the promises it made at the time. 


The UN committed itself to deploying a peacekeeping 
force of 7,000 blue helmets, whose objective would be to 
supervise the demobilization of the combined 100,000 
government forces and Frelimo guerrilla fighters. This ts 
the first step toward a new Mozambican Army that 
would be made up of 15,000 men from the present 
government Army and 15,000 Frelimo fighters 


So far, however, this UN peacekeeping force hardly 
exists. According to Martens, only 400 blue helmets 
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currently are deployed—ltalians guarding the “Beira 
corridor,” a strip along one of the railroads from Zim- 
babwe to the Mozambican coast. It was protected by 
Zimbabwean soldiers in the past. 


As long as the UN force has not reached its full str »ngth, 
there can be no question of overall disarmament. So, the 
risk of serious incidents continues to exist, Martens said. 
In addition, it is not likely that the 6 million Mozamb- 
icans who fled to neighbouring countries over the past 
few decades will return without safety guarantees. 


The raising of the promised $360 million in interna- 
tional aid, is not proceeding very smoothly, either, 
Martens observed. This money is not to be taken from 
UN funds, but was promised as aid by major donor 
countries and the EC. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 3 


Democracy 


It is only when all this begins to take shape that elections 
can be held. [he Mozambicans have agreed to introduce 
a multiparty system in their country. Generally speaking, 
elections should take place in October at the latest, one 
year after the agreement came into force. The current 
target date, however, is April 1994. 


Martens believes that action is urgently needed to pre- 
vent Mozambique from becoming a second Angola. In 
spite of all the agreements and elections, a civil war has 
been raging there for several months now. Such disrup- 
tions of the democratization process could occur in 
many African countries, including Zaire. In this connec- 
tion, Martens repeated that “there is no room for 
Mobutu in Zaire, unless he accepts and applies the 
decisions of the Sovereign National Conference.” 
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EC Bank Leaders Discuss Monetary Policies 


AU2204085093 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 21 Apr 93 p 13 


[Report by “egl.”: “European Monetary System Con- 
tinues To Be Advantageous for All Countries of the 
Community”] 


[Text] Basel—According to the annual report of the 
committee of EC central bank presidents, the assessment 
of the turbulence in the foreign exchange markets has not 
yet been finally concluded, but there is full agreement 
that the European Monetary System (EMS) continues to 
be advantageous for all countries of the community as an 
arrangement for the promotion of close currency coop- 
eration. 


The point is now to reestablish and ensure the credibility 
of the system as a whole. According to the EC central 
bank presidents’ committee, to achieve this, two 
demands must be fulfilled. First: To maintain the cred- 
ibility of key rates, the basic economic conditions must 
be healthy and convincingly secured by current and 
future economic policy measures. The system must con- 
tinue to be flexible. Exchange rate adjustments might be 
necessary if there are major imbalances. 


Second: Experience has shown that, with completely free 
capital transactions, exchange rates can even come under 
massive speculative pressure if the exchange rates are 
based on healthy and stable domestic economy condi- 
tions. The institutional steps that are currently taken in 
several countries to strengthen the independence of their 
central banks could be a very helpful element for 
increasing the credibility of monetary policies, Wim 
Duisenberg, chairman of the committee, said when he 
presented the report in Basel. 


Taking a dig at the governments that occasionally with- 
draw from the EMS, the EC central bank presidents 
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warned: “The changes in the exchange rates and partic- 
ularly the occasional *floating™ of currencies should not 
be misunderstood as the elimination of barners for 
domestic economy policy.” 


The progressing integration of the Community and 
increasing dependence in view of the completion of the 
domestic market do not permit an alternative to coop- 
eration and closely coordinated policies. 


According to the EC central bank presidents, despite 
little favorable economic prospects in 1993, one must 
not lose sight of the requirement of fiscal consolidation. 
This is particularly important in view of the Maastricht 
treaty, where the need for budget discipline is stated and 
a reference value of 3 percent of the gross domestic 
product is fixed for the budget deficit. However, the 
actual reference value of the public budgets is 5.75 
percent of the gross domestic product, that 1s, half a 
percentage point more than the “unjustifiably high level 
of last year.” 


Since the advantages of a premature monetary policy 
relaxation for the course of economic activity are soon 
used up and overcompensated by considerable long-term 
costs for the economy, the EC central bank presidents 
affirm that they cling to the medium-term monctary 
policy objective to achieve and to maintain price sta- 
bility in the whole of the Community 


If the Maastricht treaty 1s ratified by the member states 
as planned and can come into force, the central bank 
presidents’ committee, which 1s entrusted with the pre- 
paratory work “for the establishment of conditions for 
the implementation of the Maastricht treaty in the field 
of monetary policy.” 1s to be incorporated into the newly 
established European Monetary Institute [EMI]. The EC 
central bank presidents think that the “transition” will 
be “smooth,” particularly in the increased coordination 
of monetary policies and the assignment of functions 
that are currently fulfilled by the European Fund tor 
Monetary Policy Cooperation. The committee's deliber- 
ations focused above all on the new tasks of the EMI 
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Klestil Explains Not Attending Ceremony in U.S. 


AU 2004 184493 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1600 GMT 20 Apr 93 


{Ingrid Turnherr report, including statements by Presi- 
dent Thomas Klestil and Chancellor Franz Vranitzky: 
place and date not given—recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Turnherr] When U.S. President Bill Clinton 
opens the National Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington the day after tomorrow [22 April], he will do 
so in the presence of a number of government represen- 
tatives. However, no West European heads of state or 
government will be attending the ceremony. After 
German President Richard von Weizsaecker, President 
Thomas Klestil also announced at the end of last week 
that he will not be traveling to Washington either. He 
was mainly criticized by the Social Democratic Party of 
Austria for this decision. Today the president explained 
the motives for his move in the following way: 


[Klestil] The president and the chancellor received invi- 
tations to attend the ceremony in Washington. We 
agreed that I would consider taking part—although | 
never made a binding statement—assuming that. and | 
consider this a matter of course as Austrian president if 
I travel to a foreign country, that I would be duly 
acknowledged by the head of the other state, not as a 
person but as an institution, as the head of a state 


{[Turnherr] A bilateral working talk with U.S. President 
Clinton should at least have been scheduled. Klest! 
pointed out. Clintor however, made it clear that there 
would be no time for that because so many delegations 
will be in Washington at the same time, Klestil stated 


{Klestil] Thus, I discussed the situation with Chancellor 
Vranitzky and we decided to do what all other West 
European countries did—to dispatch a representation at 
the level of ministers. This has been arranged. 


[Turnherr] After the cabinet meeting today, Chancellor 
Vranitzky hinted that he was not happy about Klestil’s 
decision not to travel to Washington. 


[Vranitzky] There is no doubt that a great deal would 
have spoken in favor of the president's participation in 
the opening ceremony for obvious and known reasons 
He finally changed his mind at short notice and decided 
not to carry out the visit. I take note of what he stated. 


[Turnherr] Instead of President Klestil, Justice Minister 
Michalek will now represent Austria in Washington 
[passage omitted] 


Klestil Backs UN Military Intervention in Bosnia 


AU2204091393 Vienna NEWS in German 22 Apr 93 
p 59 


[Interview with President Thomas Klestil by an uniden- 
tified reporter; place and date not given: “I Am fora UN 
Military Operation!”’] 


AUSTRIA 5 


[Text] [NEWS] Together with [Foreign Minister] Mock 
in the Foreign Ministry, you pointed to the imminent 
disaster in ex-Yugoslavia already a year ago 


[Klestil] Yes, and unfortunately we were mght. Already 
when war broke out in Croatia and Slovenia, we said: A 
time bomb is ucking in Bosnia. Send a strong UN 
contingent, send the US. Sixth Fleet there. Today 
everyone says: You were nght. 


[NEWS] Mock 1s a lone voice in the desert today with his 
demand that there should finally be a UN military 
intervention in Bosnia and that protection zones and 
people should finally be defended with UN weapons 
What does the Austrian president say to this? 


(Klestil] This is the most horrible tragedy of our time 
These ethnic cleansings are human rights violations of 
the worst kind—the most terrible war crimes. I under- 
stand the impotence and helplessness everywhere—but | 
do not want to share it. | fully support Minister Mock’s 
demands. As the Austnan president | want to State 
clearly: | am in favor of a military protection operation 
by the United Nations in Bosnia. I am for establishing 
protection zones and relief corridors that are sate- 
guarded by military means. I think one would need 
300,000 to $00,000 UN soldiers to save Bosnia. No one 
wants to send them at the moment. but we need them 


[NEWS] Is the Austrian president for the first time 
saying officially: | am for a UN military intervention in 
Bosnia’ 


[Klestil] Yes. lam for a UN military operation in Bosnia 
Not to wage a ground war there to reconquer territory 
from the Serbs, but to protect the people and to sate 
guard the relief corridors. These UN soldiers must be 
given permission to shoot so as to entorce this protec- 
tion. Of course, negotiations about the peace plan should 
continue—but with military protection. And: the tern 
tory that the Serbs have conquered, must never be 
recognized. All human rights violations and war crimes 
must be banished 


Vranitzky Cited on LN Sanctions 


1f 2004190893 Vienna Ovesterreih bins Radio 
in German 1600 GMT 20 Apr 93 


av, furs 


[Report by Franz Siebenbuerger] 


[Text] Tighter UN sanctions against the rest of Yugo 
Slavia will enter into force neat week. They are designed 
to ensure a far-reaching trade embargo. As far as Aus 
tria’s participation in the sanctions 1s concerned, some 
preconditions still have to be created 


Austria will naturally participate in the UN sanctions 
against the rest of Yugoslavia, Chancellor Vranitzky 
stated after today’s cabinet meeting. However, some 
details of the legal preconditions for Austnia’s participa- 
tion still have to be clarified, the chancellor pointed out 
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[Begin Vranitzky recording] We can immediately partic- 
ipate in all measures and sanctions, including the supply 
of goods and services, on the basis of the current legal 
regulations. Basically, there are two unsettled issues. One 
is the treatment of bank assets—that is, the blocking of 
assets—and the other is the confiscation of vehicles. | set 
up a small working group today, consisting of the foreign 
minister, the interior minister, State Secretary Kostelka, 
and the economics minister, to create the required 
preconditions as quickly as possible so that we car 
implement the sanctions. [end recording] 


If legal changes should be required, parliament might 
adopt the necessary amendments at the plenary sessions 
tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, Vr. ‘tzky stated. 
The group of ministers, however, is exar ing whether 
participation in the UN sanctions is also possible on the 
basis of decrees. 


Fasslabend on European Security Policy 
AU1704195593 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 17 
Apr 93 p 3 


[Report by “kro.”: “Security Council Will Soon Not 
Work Any Longer”’] 


[Text] Vienna—“It is a great mistake to tie the opera- 
tional capability of the Western European Union [WEU} 
and NATO to UN resolutions. If the Security Council 
does not work, nothing else will work either.” Therefore, 
Defense Minister Fasslabend, who gave a lecture on 
Austrian security policy at the House of Industry on 15 
April, was pessimistic about the UN Security Council. It 
is foreseeable that it will soon no longer be able to act, at 
least not in delicate cases, he said. 


Austra and Europe have to be far more responsible for 
their own defense in the future. According to Fasslabend, 
the U.S. interest in other regions is inc casing. For 
example, the Pacific region is a more imporiant intersec- 
tion of interests than the Atlantic one. Therefore, it was 
not very hard for the minister to answer the question 
about the choice between NATO and the WEU. In the 
near future, NATO will continue to play a role in 
Europe, but Europe needs a military capacity of its own 
and it will get it, he said. 


Referring to the strategic situation, Fasslabend said that 
a balance of forces has become impossible because of the 
variety of states and the removal of the blocs. As a result 
of the balance of power, for the first time, none of the 
forces on the continent can actually pursue power poli- 
tics. According to Fasslabend, for Austria the division in 
resources in neighboring states—for example, the divi- 
sion of the CSFR—has for the first time resulted in a 
situation where the Austrian Army is confronted with 
forces of approximately equal strength. [hus, defense 
with its own forces has become possible, he said. 


An interesting detail was that Fasslabend did not men- 
tion the neutrality issue in his lecture, even in passing. In 
the subsequent discussion, it was also mentioned rather 
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late. According to the defense minister, this is a sign of 
changing attitudes on this subject. 


Special Law Needed for UN Sanctions 


AU 2004125093 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 20 
Apr 93 pp 1,2 


[Report by Andreas Unterberger: “Vienna Cannot Join 
UN Sanctions Against Serbia”™] 


[Text] Vienna—Austria will not be able completely to 
follow the tight sanctions against Serbia decided by the 
United Nations on the weekend, despite the fact that 
‘enna has long been one of the most ardent advocates 
of such measures in the international organization. 
Accerciing, to the preliminary analysis of the Foreign 
M\i“try’s international law department, only a part of 
the deciscons can be implemented quickly, but “certainly 
not everything.” For the rest we need a special sanctions 
law which will probably take four to five months to 
dopt if (Ne usual parliamentary habits are observed. 


At intermuinisterial meetings it 1s first being clarified 
which measures can be implemented as soon as the 
sanctions come into force next week. As in the case of the 
UN sanctions so far, one can use the existing laws, which 
have been repeatedly used or quickly amended for sim- 
ilar occasions (Military Materiel Law, Foreign Trade 
Law). 


For other measures, however. such as the impounding of 
Serbian vehicles or accounts, which has been demanded 
by the United Nations, one needs a special legal basis. 


The impounding of Serbian accounts or vehicics “is a 
very far-reaching encroachment on property,” the inter- 
national law department says. Never before has the 
United Nations decided such measures. Therefore, the 
draft of an independent Austrian sanctions law, which 
has been under discussion since 1987, is being taken out 
of the drawer and is supposed to provide the government 
with the possibility to react to all potential sanctions 
decisions. 


In the past the draft failed because of a dispute over 
whether the law should apply only to UN sanctions or 
also to decisions on sanctions by European bodies (EC, 
CSCE). 


However, the international law department 1s convinced 
that other rule-of-law states will not be able to imple- 
ment all the UN resolutions fully and on time either. A 
Swiss Foreign Ministry spokesman announced that Swit- 
zerland will probably participate in the sanctions even 
though the country is not a UN member. 


In addition to the legal problems, in Vienna the question 
keeps arising to what extent VOeST [Austrian national- 
ized steel company], above all, depends on ore and coal 
delivenes via the Danube, which are now in danger 
because of the UN decisions. Independently of this 
question Austria will probably double the number of the 
customs officials it has sent to the Romanian Danube 
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border from two to four. i} « ustwis officials support 
Romania in implementing 1), © ycott measures. 


Even though Austria is no longer a member of the 
Security Council, Austria’s UN ambassador Hohen- 
fellner took the floor in this body on Monday. He once 
again called for the application of “all necessary means 
envisaged by the UN Charter,” which include military 
coercive measures. In addition, a sufficient number of 
UNPROFOR [UN Protection Forces] troops should be 
sent to Srebrenica and additional protection zones 
should be established. 


Foreign Minister Mock expressed dissatisfaction with 
the “inflation” in UN resolutions on the Bosnian con- 
flict. The effective implementation of the sanctions will 
now be decisive if the international organization does 
not want to lose all of its credibility. 


Military Agreement With Bulgaria Signed 
AU2004191293 Sofia BTA in English 1810 GMT 20 
Apr 93 


[Text] Sofia, April 20 (BTA)}—Bulgarian Defence Min- 
ister Valentin Aleksandrov, who arrived on a five-day 
official visit to Vienna yesterday, and Austrien Defence 
Minister Werner Fasslabend signed an agreement on 
cooperation between Bulgaria and Austria in the military 
sphere, the Bulgarian national radio reported tonight. 


Defence Minister Aleksandrov’s visit to Vienna is taking 
place after an almost 80-year break in military contacts 
between Bulgaria and Austria. 


The agreement signed by the two defence ministers is in 
line with the documents of the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe and is aimed at enhancing 
mutual confidence and activating contacts at different 
levels. Cooperation will be realized in the field of 
defence doctrines and the military aspects of the security 
policy, in military training and specialization, in military 
medicine and environment protection as well as in 
rendering assistance in cases of natural calamities and 
accidents. It makes it possible for Bulgarian servicemen 
to study at Austrian military schools. 


This morning Defence Minister Valentin Aleksandrov 
had meetings and talks at the National Academy of the 
General Staff of the Austrian Armed Forces. 


The visit of Defence Minister Aleksandrov to Vienna 
will continue with a lecture at the Diplomatic Academy 
whose graduate he is, with observation of military exer- 
cises and with visits and talks at the Austrian Parliament 
and Foreign Ministry. 


Foreign Trade Decline Continued in January 


AU2104144093 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 21 Apr 93 p 9 


[Unattributed report: “Surplus of Balance of Goods and 
Services Declined”’] 
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[Text] In January 1993, the Austman balance of gocds 
and services showed a surplus of 1.9 billion schillings. Ia 
the same month last year, the surplus amounted to 3.3 
billion schillings. 


According to the Austrian National Bank, foreign irade 
declined by another 10 percent in January. The trade 
deficit stagnated at last year’s level of 4.2 billion schill- 
ings. Exports of 33.5 billion schillings were set off by 
imports of 37.7 billiou schillings. 


The deficit of the capital income balance rose by 0.8 
billion schillings to 3.8 billion schillings in January 1993 
compared with the year before. 


A listing according to components shows an increase of 
1.5 billion schillings in the net drain of capital income 
from direct investments. 


The surplus in the balance of foreign travel amounted to 
9.6 billion schillings in January, following 9.4 billion 
schillings in the same month last year 


In January the entire balance of goods and service 
transactions concluded with a surplus of 3.3 billion 
schillings, following 4 billion schillings in January 1992 


The capital balance closed with a deficit of 4.1 billion 
schillings; long-term net capital import of 1.8 billion 
schillings was set off by short-term capital exports of 5.9 
billion schillings. Foreigners bought domestic securities 
tor 8 billion schillings and Austrians bought foreign 
securities for only 1.5 billion schillings. 


Federal Net Deficit Reported Stable in 1992 


AU 1604124993 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG ia 
German 16 Apr 93 p 2 


[Unattributed report: “1992 Federal Net Deficit 
Remained Stable") 


[Text] The preliminary financial success of the federal 
government for 1992 shows a net deficit of 66.3 billion 
schillings, which is 3.3 percent of gross national product 
For the first time since 1986 preliminary expenditures 
were exceeded during the implementation of the budgct 
(by 3.3 billion schillings), a Thursday [15 April] press 
release by the Economic Research Institute (WIFO) says 
However, this picture is distorted, because high reserve 
allocations (12.1 billion schillings) tangibly raised the net 
deficit. 


Without these transactions, expenditures would have 
been reduced also in 1992. 


In 1992 the federal budget had a restrictive effect on 
economic growth. This is due above all to the rising 
withdrawal effects of taxation. The gross tax revenues of 
the federal government rose by 9.£ percent to 509.! 
billion schillings in 1992. The tax quota rose to 25 
percent, the highest value since 1985. The rising tax 
quota 1s due in part to effects of progression and in part 
to tax policy measures. The effect of progression can be 








felt in particular in payroll tax. Revenues from payroll 
tax rose by 10.2 nercent in 1992. 


In 1992 expenditures reflect a clear shift to transfers 
(largely expenditures for social matters). They were 
increased by 7.4 percent to 203.4 billion. Two measures 
are mainly responsible for this increase: The introduc- 
tion of the second year of maternity leave has almost 
doubled the expenditures for maternity allowances; in 
1992 9.2 billion schillings were spent for this purpose (in 
1991 4.7 billion schillings). The increase in family allow- 
ances by 100 schillings per month made expenditures for 
family allowances (including birth allowances) rise by 
8.2 percent to 37 billion schillings. 
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Expenditures for unemployment benefits (including 
emergency aiiowances) rose by 11.8 percent to 19.9 
billion schillings. 


In contrast to that, the federal cr atribution to the 
pension insurance rose only slightly, by | percent to 49.6 
billion schil!:ngs. 


In 1992 the interest on debts (without interest for 
currency exchange contracts, because they are set off by 
equal revenues) required 72.8 billion schillings (plus 8.3 
percent). 
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Belgium 


Officer Says Muslims Rape, Murder in Bosnia 


BR2204115693 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 22 Apr 93 p 6 


[Article by “BH”: ““Muslims Were Not Always Favor- 
ably Disposed Toward Belgians—Last Truck Drivers of 
Moving Star I Back From Bosnia’’] 


[Excerpt] “The Serbs’ attitude toward the Belgians was very 
correct. This is more than we can say about the Muslims, for 
whom we transported food. They stole equipment from us, 
and regularly threatened to shoot us.” 


This was stated by Major Pierre Vandeputte. He was in 
charge of the Belgian squad Moving Star I in former Yugo- 
slavia. After a six-month stay in eastern Bosnia, he returned 
to Belgium yesterday with the last group of 50 truck drivers. 
The first group of 50 men returned last week. 


Major Vandeputte judges the Muslims very harshly. “It 
is their own fault that food transports to Srebrenica were 
discontinued. They committed murders and raped Ser- 
bian women in the villages near Srebrenica. In Cerska, 
for instance, a mass grave with Serbian bodies was 
discovered. On the other hand, I never heard anything 
about rapes by the Serbs.” 


Shot At 


According to Major Vandeputte, the Muslims also were 
responsible for shooting at loaded Belgian trucks at 
Sarajevo’s airport last December. “Yet these transports 
also were meant for them,”’ Vandeputte adds. He regards 
the evacuation of thousands of refugees from Srebrenica 
as a painful experience. 


Within these six months, the Belgian squad, which 
comprised 100 men—60 from Ypres, 20 from Heverlee 
(Louvain), and 20 from other units—transported 54 
shipments, 49 successfully. The shipments were 
intended for Muslim enclaves in Tuzla, Gorazde, Zepa, 
and Srebrenica. The Belgian drivers transported a total 
of 6,000 tons of goods—10 percent of the total UN food 
aid—and covered 650,000 km. [passage omitted] 


Russian Pro-Serbian Stand Concerns Command 


BR2004 134493 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 17 Apr 93 p 6 


{[Unattributed article: ““Russian Troops in Croatia 
Placed Under Belgian Command” 


[Text] As of today, Belgian Colonel Pierre Peeters (50) 
will assume command of the UN Protection Forces 
(UNPROFOR) in the “Eastern Sector’ of eastern 
Croatia. He replaces Russian Major General Sosedov. 
To allow him to assume this command, Peeters was 
appointed brigadier general for the period of his assign- 
ment. There was a similar arrangement in Somalia last 
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month, when Belgian Colonel Keymeulen was granted 
the rank of brigadier general during his assignment. 


Peeters (born in Dilsen in 1943), who commanded the Sth 
Line Battalion at Soest [Germany], succeeded Colonel Mal- 
herbe as assistant commander of the Eastern Sector in 
September 19°. In the Baranja—in the northern part of that 
sector—whose borders are the Danube and the Drava, a 
600-man Belgian-Luxembourg battalion is observing order. 


In the much larger southern area, which includes the 
destroyed city of Vukovar, Russian UN troops are sup- 
posed to observe the peace process. However, this is 
proceeeding even less smoothly than in Baranja because 
the area patrolled by the Russian troops is more open 
and thus more difficult to close off to infiltrators. As a 
result there are many clashes there. 


Another reason is that the Russian troops, especially 
their officers, allegedly act much less professionally than 
the Belgian blue helmets. In addition, Russia’s 
increasing pro-Serbian attitude is a serious problem for 
the Belgian command. 


A few months ago. this even led to publicly expressed 
concern by the Belgian military that the Serbs might 
launch a new attack on Croatia through this area. 


Army To Meet Eurocorps, NATO Commitments 
BR1604124393 Brussels LE SOIR in French 15 Apr p 4 


{Article by “O.Al.: "NATO or Eurocorps? Both!**} 


[Text] Will the Belgian armed forces participate in 
Eurocorps, the European “army” in the making? Would 
such an engagement again call into question Belgium's 
place within NATO? The issue was tackled by the 
Belgian Couicil of Ministers on Wednesday. It was 
agreed to decide later...while designing a framework for 
this decision. In brief, the Belgians will be in -both 
associations. The mechanized infantry division should 
receive a dual NATO-Eurocorps assignment. The para- 
troopers brigade should remain assigned to NATO 
through the multinational division of the rapid action 
corps being formed. The double assignment guarantees 
the Belgian brigades’ operational cohesion. The Belgian 
Government does not want the participation in Euro- 
corps to diminish the availability of troops within 
NATO. This condition has been met already, as Euro- 
corps itself will be included in NATO’s planning. 


Government 10 Expel Two Zairian Diplomats 
BR2104 104493 Brussels LE SOIR in French 21 Apr 93 p 7 


{Article by Colette Braeckman: “‘Zaire-Belgium: Recip- 
rocal Expulsions—War of Nerves Continues With ‘Tit- 
For-Tat’ Expulsions”’] 


[Excerpt] The Mobutu regime is maintaining its tense 
relations with Brussels: Two policemen in charge of 
security at the Belgian Embassy in Kinshasa are to be 
expelled. Their ‘crime’ is that they ‘admired’ the uniform 
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worn by a Zairian officer and made him an offer to buy 
one! You might say, bearing in mir.d the atmosphere in 
the “night clubs” of Kinshasa, that this most prohably is 
to be regarded as a provocation. A source of greater 
concern is the plight of the three Belgians arrested last 
week when one of them, Eric Varlet, stepped off a plane 
flying the Ostend-Kinshasa route and a suitcase con- 
taining explosives and a detonator was found among his 
baggage. Two of these men were shown on Zairian 
television and appeared to have been mistreated. Fur- 
thermore, representatives of the Belgian Consulate have 
not received authorization to visit them in prison. Mean- 
while, it is expected that they will be tried in public. 


The Belgians lost no time in responding, and hitting back 
hard; they are going to ‘decapitate’ the antenna of the 
Mobutist security services at the Zairian Embassy by expel- 
ling Adnen Boka, a ministerial adviser, and his colleague, 
First Secretary Adibo, in charge of security, from Belgium in 
a ‘tit-for-tat’ gesture. With this action, the Zairian Embassy 
in Brussels and the presidency itself will be deprived of 
operational feedback from the Zairian secret service, which, 
among other things, has been supervising the allocation of 
visas to Belgian citizens. 


Every night in Kinshasa, political activists are being 
threatened by armed men, and a dozen people closely 
associated with the party lieaded by Mr. Tshisekedi, are 
being held secretly in the dungeons of the SNIP, the 
Zairian ‘national intelligence and protection service.’ 
The detainees appear to include two colonels and a 
warrant officer, who were in charge of ensuring Mr. 
Tshisekedi’s personal safety. [passage omitted] 


Two Zairian Diplomats Expelled 


LD2004 155093 Brussels La Une Radio Network in 
French 1500 GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] There has been more tension between Belgium 
and Zaire. The two Belgian gendarmes arrested last week 
in Zaire and released on Friday [16 April] were expelled. 
The two gendarmes in Belgium’s embassy in Kinshasa 
are accused by the Zairian authorities of buying military 
uniforms. The Belgian Government has already reacted. 
It considers that there are no grounds for this expulsion 
and has decided, on the basis of diplomatic reciprocity, 
to expel two Zairian diplomats working in Belgium. 
These two diplomats are reported to be in charge of 
security affairs in Zaire’s embassy in Brussels. 


It should be noted that the Etienne Tshisekedi government 
has condemned the expulsion of the two Belgian gendarmes. 
They are speaking of another provocation by President 
Mobutu. 


Measures for European Recovery Plan Outlined 


BR2104 144893 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 20 Apr 93 p 7 


[Article by “PL”: “Belgian Recovery Plan Contains No 
Surprises”’] 
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[Text] Luxembourg (TI1JD)}—The Belgian contnbution 
to the European recovery program consists of already 
familiar measures. The same also applies to the other 
member states, all of which drew up a list of the national 
measures that have been adopted or have been planned 
in recent months that could help to promote economic 
growth and employment. 


The Belgian Government's investments planned at the 
national level are earmarked for developing the railways and 
telecommunications. The 10-year plan of the NMBS 
[National Organization of Belgian Railways] was announced 
(Star 21 program and SST [high-speed train]. This plan 
provides for investments totalling 175 billion Belgian francs 
{BFr]. It was disclosed that the relevant investment in 1993 
should total BFr18 billion. In the telecommunications sector, 
mention was made of the Belgacom [state-owned Belgian 
telecommunications monopoly] program, which probably 
will amount to BFr25 billion in 1993. In the context of the 
Edinburgh Agreement, Belgacom applied to the European 
Investment Bank for a loan. 


The Flemish region intends to increase its investments 
this year to BFr106 billion, BFr15 billion more than in 
1992. Of this a iditional expenditure, BFr6 billion will go 
toward improving ports and highways. The Walloon 
region will make investments worth BFr21! billion this 
year, an increase of BFr3 billion. This year’s investment 
program by the Brussels region will benefit from an extra 
BFr208 million, taking it to a toal of BFr8.22 billion. 


AS a measure aimed at improving the labor market, Belgium 
obviously is looking to the conference on employment and 
the package of accompanying measures for the young unem- 
ployed, which is intended to guarantee that they receive 
intensive training. The package in question is aimed at 
roughly 100,000 jobless young people and is focused in 
particular on job opportunities in SMEs [small- and 
medium-sized enterprises] and the public sector, although 
jobs in large enterprises also probably will be looked at. 


Out of the funds allocated to it by the St. Michel agreements, 
the Flemish region intends to spend BFr8.5 billion over three 
years on employment. The Walloon region will earmark 
BFr2 billion to promote productive job opportunities by 
means of selective, promotional measures. 


The issue of wage restraint also is mentioned on the Belgian 
list. Following the finding by the Central Business Council 
that the Belgian economy has become less competitive, and 
the resultant adjustment of the exchange rates, the govern- 
ment and social partners will now consult each other on the 
measures to be adopted. The SME plan dating from January 
is being invoked in an effort to stimulate SMEs. Belgian 
Finance Minister Philippe Maystadt yesterday insisted that 
the new European Investment Fund for SMEs from every 
member state should be available without any restrictions 
and at attractive conditions. 


The planned privatization of public credit institutions 
also is being regarded as a measure that will promote 
growth and job opportunities. Planned privatizations 
during 1993 should bring in BFr25 billion. The total 
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target figure is BFr60 billion, which means that the 
operation cannot remain limited to public credit institu- 
tions. The Belgian package also includes the August 1991 
amendment of the law aimed at protecting economic 
competition. Finally, the Belgian list also makes mention 
of the establishment of Domus Flandria for the Flemish 
region in the context of the policy on subsidized housing. 


Regional Aid From EC for 1989-1993 Reviewed 


BR2104 144393 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 15 Apr 93 p 3 


[Article by “JVD”: “Belgium Received 28 Billion Francs 
in Regional EC Support in Five Years—Limburg, Liege, 
and Charleroi Best Served’’] 


[Text] Over the 1989-1993 period, Belgium will have 
received a total of ECU 656.5 million (28 billion francs) 
in regional support from various structural EC funds. 
This support is intended for areas which are underdevel- 
oped in the social and economic spheres. The main 
Belgian areas benefiting from this support are Limburg, 
Li ge, and Charleroi-Le Centre (Central Hainaut). 


The EC has three siructural funds: the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund 
(ESF), and the European Agricultural Guidance and Guar- 
antee Fund (EAGGF). The European Commission has just 
completed a survey of the support extended to Belgium from 
these funds. The support from the ECSC (European Coal and 
Steel Community) or from the EIB (European Investment 
Bank) was not taken into account. 


The support from the structural EC funds fits within the 
Community’s regional policy, which aims to help those 
regions underdeveloped in the social and economic spheres. 


On the surface, it is quite remarkable that a prosperous 
country like Belgium receives a significant share. How- 
ever, in its regional policy, the EC separates the macro- 
economic situation from the level of a district or even of 
a municipality. In other words, by looking through a 
magnifying glass, the EC Commission has found some 
weak spots on the Belgian map. In addition, efficient 
lobbying with the European authorities by the relevant 
region can be of overriding importance. 


Five Groups 


The EC differentiates between five groups of beneficia- 
ries, depending on the type and gravity of the problems. 
First, there are regions whose underdevelopment is such 
that the per capita GNP is at least 25 percent less than 
the EC average (objective 1). Then, there are decayed 
industrial areas, where both the employment level in 
industry and unemployment exceed the European 
average (objective 2). 


A third category includes areas which have to cope with 
prolonged unemployment (objective 3). A fourth objec- 
tive deals with employment among young people, while 
a fifth group includes underdeveloped agricultural areas. 
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The first group accounts for as much as 70 percent of all 
regional EC support. For the time being, Belgium has no 
area in that group. However, a few months ago, the EC 
Commission did suggest that that status be granted to the 
province of Hainaut. The EC Council of Ministers must 
still give its approval. 


Under objective 2, five Belgian areas were recognized: 
the province of Limburg and the Turnhout district in 
Flanders, the old steel basins of the Li ge district in 
Wallonia, the Charleroi district with a number of neigh- 
bouring municipalities from the so-called center, and the 
municipality of Aubange in Arlon district. 


The areas under objectives 3 and 4 are very scattered. These 
support categories are much less important, and the EC 
Commission's survey does not provide any further details on 
them. Objective 5 includes the Hageland (between Louvain 
and Diest) and the Bastogne-Marche-Dinant region. 


The amount of EC support granted to each of these areas 
over the past five years are listed in the annexed table. 
Limburg heads the list of beneficiaries, closely followed 
by Charleroi and Li ge. As a result of the regional policy 
reform in 1989, Westhoek lost its support, but could still 
benefit from a transitional arrangement. 


Including Westhoek, 61 percent of the EC support went 
to Wallonia, 39 percent to Flanders. The Walloon pre- 
ponderance probably will become even more significant: 
Hainaut almost has become a beneficiary, whereas, 
according to recent reports, Limburg might lose its 
beneficiary status, just like Westhoek did. 


In the table, the support which flowed from the ESF to 
Belgium within the framework of objectives 3 and 4 is 
not included. It involves a rather considerable amount of 
ECU 248.4 million for the 1990-1993 period. An addi- 
tional ECU 15.3 million must be added to this for the 
support provided by the structural EC funds within the 
framework of the transnational cooperation program 
Interreg. This brings the total to ECU 656.5 million. 


Netherlands 


Formal Recognition of Macedonia Announced 
AU2204102093 Paris AFP in English 1019 GMT 22 Apr 93 


[Text] The Hague, April 22 (AFP}~—The Netherlands 
formally recognized the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia in a letter sent to the Dutch Parliament by 
Foreign Minister Pieter Kooijmans. 


In his letter, dated April 19, Kooiymans states that the 
Netherlands recognizes the new state, admitted into the 
United Nations on April 7 under the provisional name 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. A copy of 
the letter was obtained by AFP. 


Dutch officials said diplomatic relations between the two 
countries will follow. 
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Rifkind Says Bosnia Air Strikes ‘Not Ruled Out’ 


LD2204082693 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0802 GMT 22 Apr 93 


[Text] Britain has not ruled out the use of air strikes to 
halt the Serbs in Bosnia, Defence Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind said today. He predicted that Serbia could face a 
full blockade lasting for many years if its leaders refused 
to act to bring the conflict to an end. 


Mr Rifkind, speaking on the BBC Radio 4 Today pro- 
gramme from Washington, where he is having talks with 
his U.S. counterpart, said the Un.*ed Nations presence 
in the stricken Muslim town of Sreb. enica might well be 
preventing a massacre there. 
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On air strikes, he said: ““We have not excluded them nor 
have the United States. Clearly they have to be looked at 
as a possibility. "But none of these options are easy. 
They all have difficulties and down-sides.* 


He said Britain and the U.S. realised that sanctions by 
themselves did not have a good record in changing the 
fundamental interests of any country against whom they 
were applied. “That does not mean they are irrelevant 
and useless. They are a significant means of bringing 
pressure, but it 1s important to consider other means as 
well.” Mr Rifkind: “In any event the kind of approach 
we are thinking of in terms of sanctions is to take them 
one stage further to that of a full blockade of Serbia 
which could run for many, many years if the Serbian 
leaders were not prepared to act in a responsible way to 
bring to an end this ghastly conflict.” 
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Ruehe Praises U.S., NATO Role in Europe 


LD2204093193 Berlin DDP in German 0836 GMT 22 
Apr 93 


[Text] Giebelstadt (DDP)}—Federal Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe today praised the role of the United States 
and NATO in preserving peace in Europe. NATO 
remains the strongest link between Europe and North 
America, Ruehe said on the occasion of the commis- 
sioning of two German-American corps in Giebelstadt. 
The strategic support of the United States is indispen- 
sible for Germany and Europe. America also needs the 
support of its European frends in meeting the new 
challenges. 


The ceremony in Giebelstadt marked the 5th German 
Tank Division from Dietz being placed under the com- 
mand of the Sth American Corps in Frankfurt/Main. At 
the same time the Ist American Tank Division from Bad 
Kreuznach was placed under the command of the 2d 
German Corps of Ulm. The corps staff officers will in the 
future be interchanged and integrated in the daily run- 
ning of the commands. 


Ruehe said that this marks the start of a “‘new chapter in 
the history” of the two armies. “The two corps will 
become a central element of the new NATO defense 
structure,” the defense minister added. Americans and 
Germans thus form the core of the “allied defense in 
Europe.” 


Bundestag To Keep Crews in NATO AWACS 
Over Bosnia 


LD2104174393 Berlin DDP in German 1654 GMT 21 
Apr 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)—The Bundestag today voted against 
withdrawing German soldiers from NATO AWACS air- 
craft and ending German participation in the mission of 
the NATO AWACS units over Bosnia. In a vote this 
evening the parliament rejected a motion to this effect 
presented by the Social Democratic Party [SPD] parlia- 
mentary group. There were 199 yes votes and 343 
deputies voted against the motion. Nine deputies 
abstained. 


The SPD had demanded that parliament should not 
approve the Federal Government’s decision on the 
deployment of German AWACS crews. The SPD 
claimed this is contrary to the constitution. 


ene Approves Decision To Provide Aid to 
ia 

LD2104173693 Berlin ADN in German 1642 GMT 21 
Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (ADN)—The Bundestag today voted its 
approval of the German Government's decision to sup- 
port the UN humanitarian aid operation in peaceful 
areas of Somalia. [passage omitted] 
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Ruehe Confirms Troops Noncombatant 


LD2104205793 Berlin DDP in German 2016 GMT 21 
Apr 93 


[Text] Mainz (DDP)}—Federal Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe has made it clear that Bundeswehr soldiers who 
are to take part in UN humanitarian actions in Somalia 
will not participate in combat missions. The soldiers do 
not have a brief either for combat or combat-assisting 
missions, Ruehe said on ZDF Television this evening. At 
the same time Ruehe conceded that “of course some- 
thing could happen” to the deployed soldiers. Sometime 
or other there would be casualties, Ruehe said. Ruehe 
pointed out that Somalia is a country without a govern- 
ment and state structures. For that reason the dispatch of 
the Bundeswehr soldiers is “not a public relations oper- 
ation or a picnic,” but a “very serious deployment.” 


Mission Said To Serve ‘Publicity’ Only 
AU2104122293 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 21 Apr 93 p 1 


[Report by “eli”: “Mayor Attacks Against Defense Min- 
istry: Somalia Mission Only Serves Public Relations’ 


[Text] Before the coalition decided to send Bundeswehr 
soldiers to Somalia, major reservations had been voiced 
in the government camp as to the objective of the 
mission and major attacks were directed against the 
Defense Ministry. According to information received by 
SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG, in the preparatory stage 
for the decisions, the Defense Ministry was accused of 
mainly being interested in the publicity effect of the 
action. According to an internal government paper that 
has become public, there is no reason for a major 
operation in northeastern Somalia. Irrespective of that, 
leading coalition politicians on Tuesday agreed on 
sending German soldiers there. Cabinet approval of this 
decision, which is scheduled for today, 1s considered a 
mere formality. 


The controversy in the government camp was caused by 
the planned site for stationing German troops in north- 
eastern Somalia, near the city of Bosaso. In an inter- 
ministerial working group, even weeks before the deci- 
sion that has now to be made, it was pointed out that 
there are no plans to station troops in that area because 
the mere distribution of relief goods no longer requires 
any UN soldiers. Bringing back refugees does not justify 
a contingent of 1,600 soldiers, either, it was noted. There 
were, thus, difficulties in finding a suitable job for the 
German troops. 


Hence, a part of the working group suggested giving the 
soldiers engineering jobs, such as road construction. This 
wa vever, reyected by the Defense Ministry, on the 
hat it did not have the necessary equipment. 

‘d Nations in New York then asked Bonn to 
sundeswehr logistical tasks. One possibility was 

over the harbor of Mogadishu and leave the 
unloading. storing, and organizing of UN goods to the 
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Germans. In the working group, this was also rejected by 
the Defense Ministry because it was regarded as a rather 
unattractive job and, moreover, it only required a small 
number of personnel. 


The Defense Ministry made it clear at the working level 
that ti. "undeswehr either participates in a comprehen- 
sive wa, .ad in a way that is also good for publicity or 
that it will not participate at all. What it wanted was a 
“comprehensive solution” in the sphere of logistical 
tasks. Skeptics argued that this might create constitu- 
tional problems—comparable with the AWACS aircraft. 
Some obviously fear that the German troops might get 
involved in the more military part of the UN action, 
which permits also coercive measures. 


On Tuesday, the coalition round, consisting of leading 
politicians of the government parties, neglected the fears 
that were voiced even weeks ago, and decided in favor of 
the mission. In this connection, the Cabinet bill reads as 
follows: “Within the framework of UN humanitarian 
efforts, the battalion will cooperate in setting up, sup- 
porting, and protecting the distribution system for relief 
and logistical goods in a region of Somalia that has has 
been pacified, according to the UN secretary general. 
The German unit will not have the task of using military 
force or participating in the use of such force by others.” 


However, the Cabinet bill also emphasizes that this 
regulation does not affect the right of self-defense. The 
paper also mentions 100 million marks in additional 
costs not included in the original estimate. After the 
Cabinet decision, the Bundestag will today discuss the 
subjects of Somalia and the AWACS mission of German 
soldiers in Bosnia. Foreign Minister Kinkel, of the Free 
Democratic Party of Germany [FDP], will make a gov- 
ernment statement in this connection. Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe, of the Christian Democratic Union 
{CDU]}, is also expected to address the Bundestag. 


In the coalition round on Tuesday in Federal Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s office it was indicated that the 
Bundeswehr units might have to transport self-defense 
weapons for other UNOSOM [UN Operations in 
Somalia] Forces, too. Yet, Foreign Minister Kinkel 
emphasized that the German forces will be engaged in a 
clearly humanitarian mission. Germany relies on Butrus- 
Ghali’s promise that the mission will take place only in 
an already pacified area. 


According to correspondents’ reports, the possible area 
for the mission of the German forces is referred to as 
“the other Somalia,” because people there are much less 
affected by the civil war and starvation than the areas in 
the south. Bosaso is practically the only city in Somalia 
that still has electricity and running water. 


On Tuesday, the head of the Social Democratic Party 
[SPD] Bundestag group, Ulrich Klose, noted that his 
group was considering the Bundeswehr mission in 
Somalia to be appropriate and right. There are no 
objections to the planned self-defense aspect, either. 
However, the SPD is of the opinion that this requires a 
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constitutional basis. His party is ready to support the 
corresponding Basic Law amendment within two weeks. 
Klose said that the second best solution would be to take 
the issue to the Constitutional Court. The opposition 
cannot simply support anything the Government comes 
up with. The parliamentary manager of the SPD Bund- 
estag group, Guenter Verheugen, announced that the 
SPD would file a complaint against the Somalia mission 
of German soldiers at the Federal Constitutional Court 
in Karlsruhe. 


Press Views Bundestag’s Decision 


AU2204111393 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 0505 GMT 22 Apr 93 


[From the press review] 


[Text) SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG notes the fol- 
lowing: The Government wants to do what the United 
Nations expects it to do, namely to participate in the 
pacification and the rebuilding of Somalia by sending 
soldiers there. The government agreed that German 
soldiers must not participate in combat missions. The 
mission should be impressive but not dangerous. It is 
probably just a public relations campaign to familiarize 
the audience with out-off-area missions. Why not? If it 
fails, it proves once more that today there is no longer a 
clear dividing line between peaceful blue helmet jobs and 
combat missions, SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG con- 
cludes. 


FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE sums up the debate 
in the following way: Foreign Minister Kinkel stated that 
the Bundeswehr soldiers in Somalia would not be oper- 
ating in a German pedestrian zone, thus hinting at the 
possibility of self-defense, which in turn blurs the 
dividing line to a combat mission. As far as Somalia is 
concerned, the Free Democratic Party of Germany 
[FDP] submitted to Cabinet discipline, after, in its first 
decision, the Federal Constitutional Court failed to 
uphold its position in the AWACS issue. However, the 
decision on the main points ts still pending. It may well 
be that the FDP’s motion is regarded as inadmissible. It 
may become a case for politicians themselves to decide 
on the Bundeswehr missions within supranational orga- 
nizations, FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE argues. 


NEUE PRESSE of Hannover asks the following ques- 
tion: Is there really no other alternative? Does German 
policy for world peace indeed have to be primarily 
expressed in marching orders? One must have one’s 
doubts. The chains, which were put round the 
Bundeswehr for good reasons, have not yet been loos- 
ened, and hardliners within the Christian Democratic 
Union [CDU] are already sweeping away all burdens of 
the past and calling for the German Air Force to bomb 
Serbian positions in former Yugoslavia. This is no 
evidence of capability but of incapability, NEUE 
PRESSE stresses. 


REUTLINGER GENERALANZEIGER writes the fol- 
lowing: In its debate on German participation in UN 
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missions, the Bundestag failed to use another opportu- 
nity to display agreement on elementary political issues. 
Although one must concede Germany the right to be 
more sensitive regarding the issue of international 
Bundeswehr missions, it must not hide behind its his- 
tory, either. What has been happening in Bonn in the 
past few weeks resembles a poor comedy, REUT- 
LINGER GENERALANZEIGER concludes. 


FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU holds the following 
view: As right as it may be to try and restore peace in 
Somalia with the help of UN forces, it is equally right for 
the Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] to file a 
complaint against the Federal Government's Somalia 
decision. This only sounds paradoxical. As long as there 
iS NO constitutional consensus on new forms of military 
operations by the Bundeswehr, it should be kept away 
from blue helmet missions—because this is exactly what 
the mission in Somalia is, FRANKFURTER RUND- 
SCHAU emphasizes. 


WESTDEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG writes 
the following on this issue: Bonn is not just dealing with 
the issue of Bosnia and Somalia. In each case, the 
underlying question is that of German foreign policy 
after unification. How will a changed—namely united 
and sovereign—Germany meet a completely different 
international situation? Bonn has so far been unable to 
come up with a convincing answer to this most impor- 
tant issue in German politics. The government has never 
dealt with this issue in context, the Bundestag has never 
held a major debate on Germany’s priorities in foreign 
policy, and the SPD gets lost in the details, which is why 
it seems hardly able to present a clear course, WEST- 
DEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG, of Essen, crit- 
icizes. 


Ruehe in Debate on Germans in UN Missions 


LD2104162293 Hamburg DPA in German 1624 GMT 
21 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—Federal Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe (Christian Democratic Union) agreed with 
his cabinet collegue Kinkel in warning of extensive 
political damage if Germany does not participate in the 
AWACS missions. German participation in the AWACS 
operation is, after all, only the “minimum” for the 
German contribution to peacekeeping efforts, because 
the use of German troops or fighter aircraft still has to be 
ruled out. 


Commenting on the Somalia mission, Ruehe appealed to 
the SPD: “Give our soldiers a signal assuring them of the 
backing they need.” He affirmed that the political and 
military leadership were planning the operation with 
greate care. “No father, no mother needs to worry that a 
son eligible for military service will be deployed in 
Somalia against his will,” Ruehe stressed. [passage 
omitted] 
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Commentary Favors ‘Middle Way’ 


AU2104195493 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 21 Apr 93 p 4 


{Commentary by Josef Joffe: ““Arsonist and Fire Bri- 
gace”} 


[Text] It will probably be a while before Karlsruhe 
decides on what is first of all an issue for the executive 
bodies and then one for Parliament: whether and where 
Germany’s military power is used outside mere national 
and alliance defense missions. In reality, this issue 
should have to be answered where it belongs. In reality, 
the constitutional controversy, which just erupted again 
over the issue of Somalia, is a mock fight. More pre- 
cisely, the endless row contains the warning that the 
constitution is too important to be adapted to purposes 
of ever-changing day-to-day politics. 


This is exactly what the Kohl government and the 
Schmidt government before it did, under the instruc- 
tions of Genscher to avoid having to respond to the 
American desires in 1982 to become active in the first 
Gulf war on the side of the West (against the appreciated 
client for German exports, Iran). Only one did not dare 
say “no” in the language of particular interests, which is 
why one had to resort to that interpretation of the Basic 
Law which has led to the “complete farce” (Helmut 
Schmidt) of the past weeks. 


Today, the coalition is caught in a trap that it devised for 
itself at that time. Where the Christian Democratic 
Union [CDU)/Christian Social Union [CSU] is trying to 
get out of it by creating a fait accompli, the Free 
Democratic Party [FDP]}—maybe even though it knew 
and wanted better—ran to Karlsruhe to get from there .... 
well, actually what? A license or a ban? The “ratio of 
cynicism” has not bee lowered by the “complete farce” 
in this country, and one can only hope that the warning 
leaves deep marks in the awareness of the politicians in 
Bonn: The constitution is sacred and not a rummage box 
for day-to-day needs. 


Today, two weeks after the pale green AWACS light from 
Karlsruhe, the Cabinet has to get outself out of another 
fix. After yesterday's Somalia resolution in the coalition 
round, one can assume that the coalition war will end 
and that the government will not file another complaint 
against itself. Some 1,600 Bundeswehr troops are to 
serve the cause of peace in Somalia in June, but even this 
decision was accompanied by wrangling behind the 
scenes that is not to the credit of this republic. One 
technical argument ran that, even if the German peace 
troops Only were to pass ammunition on to foreign units 
and not use it themselves, the Bundeswehr would still be 
considered involved in combat activities and thus no 
longer acting in accordance with the Basic Law. 


The FDP and even SPD, which have obviously now 
become tired of filing complaints, have meanwhile real- 
ized that such arguments cannot be used as ammunition 
in Karlsruhe. After all, unfortunately, Bonn—as opposed 
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to Japan—signed the 1973 UN Charter without any 
reservations. Hence, the FRG has demonstrated its 
capacity for entering into a contract in the spirit of the 
Charter, which, unfortunately, under Articles 42 and 42, 
States that each member is obliged to “provide armed 
forces ... at the disposition of” the Security Council—to 
“maintain or restore international peace.’ Those who 
regard that as insufficient and who would wish to com- 
pare that with the Basic Law, had better read Article 25 
of the Basic Law: International law overrules national! 
law. 


True, the Charter does not present any compulsory 
obligation to provide assistance, but those who sign it 
also say: Legally, nothing can stop me from fulfilling this 
duty. From this follows that a German UN mission in 
Somalia, even a combat mission in the spirit of the 
Charter, is possible. This is not the root of the problem, 
however. The real question is a political one, and in this 
case and in any future case this means: Should we do it? 


It requires a careful weighing of interests and duties, 
costs, and chances of success—in each new case all over 
again. Yet, who has ever said that foreign policy is 
simple? It may have been too simple for the Germans 
before 1990, because they had very littic soom to 
maneuver against the clear background of the ( old War, 
and because others were taking care of international 
security. Moreover, history also played a role, giving 
them a comfortable reason to shun international duties. 


Yet, is a repentant arsonist not allowed to join the fire 
brigade? Not even i/ there is much more conflagration 
and pillaging everywhere on our globe? This cannot be 
what we have learned from history. The lesson does not 
say “Never again war,” but “newer again a wrong war.” 
Those who refer to the dice-box, steel helmet, and 
“Eastland-Knights” [“Ostland-Ritter’], are seeking the 
easy way out, At that time, Germany's military power 
was serving the purpose of aggression, where today it 
should ward off aggression. At that time, the Germans 
marched against the international community, where 
today they should create peace along with the interna- 
tional community. 


What follows from this is, of course, not the other 
extreme, namely blind interventionism, but only a plea 
for clean and frank debate. Many who are hiding behind 
the constitution are honestly worried that the Germans, 
once they are let loose, might plunge into murderous 
adventures. On the other hand, they also must see that 
refusing to assume responsibility will also pave the way 
for a special path. The route of a reasonable policy has to 
be sought between those two extremes. A mature democ- 
racy can well afford to look for this middle way between 
self-absorption and responsibility by itself. It does not 
need any decisions by the supreme courts in Karlsruhe. 
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Reportage on 21 April Bundestag Session 


Ruehe, Sussmuth Speak 


AU? 104160493 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 1340 GMT 21 Apr 93 


{Remarks by Defense Minister Volker Ruehe, Bundestag 
President Rita Sussmuth, and Deputy (Schmidt- 
Weissmueller) at the Bundestag session in Bonn—live] 


[Text] [Ruehe] Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen: 
Mrs. Wollenberger, you rightly received many deputies’ 
applause for your statements on the situation in former 
Yugoslavia. You also proved your moral credibility, 
which I appreciated when you opposed the East German 
regime under difficult conditions. I think that everyone 
shares these feelings about the killings in Yugoslavia. 
However, it shows that AWACS missions and relief 
fights are the least we can do. Therefore, I do not 
wnde: and why it 1s impossible to support these mea- 
sures jointly. AWACS is the minimum. [applause] 


Those who demand more are justified in doing so. They 
should know that we Germans should restrain ourselves, 
as the chancellor said, for historical reasons. It would be 
appropriate to discuss whether the arms embargo against 
the Bosnians is justified if we do not want to help them 
personally. [applause] 


[Sussmuth] Mr. Minister, Deputy (Schmidt- 
Weissmueller) would like to ask a question. Are you 
willing to answer? 


[Ruehe] Yes, of course. 


{(Schmidt-Weissmueller)] Mr. Minister, since you just 
praised Mrs. Wollenberger’s statement, | would like to 
ask you whether you missed the fact that she advocated 
military operations in Bosnia. I would like to ask your 
opinion and the government's opinion on this demand. 
If you say something about that, you should comment on 
the issue itself and not just... 


[Ruehe, interrupting] My praise was specific. I think | 
was clear. We stick to our decision not to send German 
troops or German aircraft there. However, I should be 
able to tell a colleague when her approach to this topic 1s 
credible and ethical and that it can be discussed in this 
way. [applause] 


Above all, Mr. Deputy, you spoke up against our 
AWACS participation. I think this is the least we can do 
for Yugoslavia in light of the crimes being committed 
there. [applause] 


However, in this debate | would like to thank my 
colleague, Klaus Kinkel, for what he said about the 
Bundeswehr soldiers. This also applies to what Wolfgang 
Schaeuble and Group Chairman Solms, of the Free 
Democratic Party of Germany, said. This 1s very impor- 
tant for the soldiers because today the individual soldier 
iS incurring a greater risk than during the times of the 
great East-West confrontation in Europe. If a conflict 
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had broken out then, millions would have been affected, 
at least as many civilians as soldiers. However, today the 
risk to the individual soldier is growing; theiefore, it is 
important that he feels that his performance is appreci- 
ated. 


The emergency has developed slowly. After all, we were 
lucky that the relief flights everyone approved of did not 
involve planes being shot down. It is important that the 
soldiers know the difficulty involved in making these 
decisions. 


I have a request to make of our colleagues from the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany—cclleague Voigt, 
for instance—namely that this debate, regardless of 
juridical and political arguments, give a signal to the 
soldiers. As soon as the decision is made—and it has 
already been made—that they are now also going to 
Somalia, for instance, they should feel that the Bund- 
estag deputies support them in this difficult but impor- 
tant mission. [applause] 


Political and juridical arguments can certainly be pur- 
sued in an appropriate manner, but if we manage to have 
this debate give this signal.../changes thought] | know 
that you are also thinking that and that it is important. 
The soldiers who go there belong to all political parties 
and groups and not the Federal Government. Please, let 
these soldiers feel that it is an important assignment 
which they are fulfilling there for Germany and for the 
United Nations. This is what I ask of you. [applause] 


I must add that nothing angered me more in the past few 
weeks than a statement suggesting that the Hardthoehe's 
[seat of the Defense Ministry] leading generals are care- 
less with the lives of the soldiers entrusted to them. It is 
Outrageous to talk about the military leadership in this 
way. It was not a Social Democrat. [applause] 


I know of no one more cautious than the military leaders. 
Sometimes they are more cautious than the politicians! I 
must clearly say this. This is good. If you only knew how 
difficult the political decisions are be.ween me, the 
foreign minister, and the military leadership! Will we fly 
to Sarajevo? Yes or no? Will we resume the flights? Will 
we fly to eastern Bosnia, even though there were clear 
threats to down us? If you were to witness how carefully 
and thoughtfully the military leadership commits itself 
here, such statements—and | repeat this—should be 
rejected. There will be victims in the future, despite all 
precautions. Then it will be very important to have a 
clear basis. We are tackling it carefully, but we also have 
to assume our political and military responsibility. 
[applause] 


In reality, in the decision on AWACS, the continuity of 
Germany's foreign and security policy beyond the indi- 
vidual case was at issue. I want to emphasize once again 
what Wolfgang Schaeuble mentioned here. That is the 
core of the whole business. NATO has been of existential 
importance for Germany for 40 years. Germany has 
been a reliable, predictable, and functioning partner for 
40 years. There was never a doubt about Germany's 
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contribution to this alliance and its solidarity. Even 
knowing the risk that it might be turned into a battlefield 
in a state of defense never tempted us to question the 
solidarity with our allies because we know that only firm 
solidarity in an alliance that is capable to defend itself 
will mean protection and security for us. After the 
catastrophe of World War II, it was our absolute reli- 
ability, our solidarity, that enabled Germany to return to 
the international community. | repeat: After the catas- 
trophe of World War II, our reliability and solidarity 
enabied Germany to return to the international commu- 
nity. Only this gave us the scope for action to actively 
develop security policy with equal mghts, even as a 
divided country. On the basis of defense capability and 
solidarity, detente and Ostpolitik, in which the Social 
Democrats had a substantial share, the victory of democ- 
racy, and finally reunification also became possible in a 
consensus with our partners. Even in the future, not a 
special political role but solidanty and joint responsi- 
bility will determine Germany's reason of state. This 1s 
the key to a successful policy according to our values and 
interests in the international community, in the unified 
Europe, and in NATO. 


NATO has been, is, and will continue to be a political 
alliance of democracies. The purpose of this alliance has 
always been the promotion of peace in international 
relations, explicitly in accordance with the UN Charter. 
Today cooperation on a broad basis, precisely with the 
former opponents, and political crisis management 
determine the alliance’s policy. The United Nations and 
the CSCE want to use it as a support. Actually, they do 
not have anybody else who could do that. This situation 
guarantees more freedom, humanity, and justice in the 
world. That is to say, for its members and the United 
Nations—that is new—nothing can replace the activities 
of the Western alliance community in this respect. 


Regarding the AWACS planes, one must see that they are 
integrated planes. They are not national planes. Even in 
tumes of peace, one becomes mutually dependent on 
each other. One must be able to rely on each other. That 
was why the situation was dangerous. If one cannot rely 
on each other, there will again be national planes and our 
policy will be renationalized. Fatal foreign policy 
damage would have been caused. [applause] 


It goes beyond that. Therefore, it is really a question of 
utmost foreign policy importance. The German-French 
brigade, which 1s integrated, including its companies, the 
joint guns, the joint berets—we are also working on other 
things. If they do not have the same mandate—they are 
dependent on each other—how do they want to coop- 
erate? 


How should the Eurocorps be able to work? We are 
working with the Netherlands on integrating at the corps 
level. Tomorrow, | will establish two corps with the 
United States—one German-American and one Ameri- 
can-German. Mutual dependence 1s our policy and not 
renationalization. If one wants mutual dependence with 
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partners big or small, one essentially must also agree on 
the objectives and not isolate oneself and pursue a 


special course. [applause] 


The foreign minister and myself delivered a thorough 
report to the Defense and Foreign Committees on 
Somalia. We provided them with all the information, 
and I think that we have now created a fine basis for 
making decisions. I think that we can contribute toward 
better developments in Somalia and Germany's ability 
to act within the framework of the United Nations. 


I would like to seize the opportunity and clearly say that 
no father or mother has to worry that their son who is 
doing his military service will have to participate in such 
a mission against his will. Conscripts and reservists will 
be sent to Somalia only on a voluntary b’ 1s. [applause] 


In the case of Cambodia, we have had many more 
volunteers, particularly reservists, than we needed for 
that difficult mission. On that basis we will be able to do 
excellent work. Nobody has to worry because things are 
clear. Only professional soldiers and those who signed up 
for a specific period of time can be sent there. Everybody 
ow will be asked and sent there only on a voluntary 
is. 


A last word to the SPD: I am also a northerner, and I am 
not that far away from [words indistinct] not the last. I 
will try again and again. It will be the last thing in this 
speech. 


1 am a northerner, not too far away from Hannover. The 
minister president of Lower Saxony, Gerhard Schroeder, 
put it very descriptively, which he sometimes does: 
World history is not a provincial court. Wolfgang Schae- 
uble pointed to a statement by Willy Brandt, who said 
that the Social Democratic Party of Germany should not 
act as if it were a world power. 


I think that if we use common sense and approach the 
problem with caution, as we have done in the past—as 
defense minister | would like to quite clearly say that 
even if we were not engaged in a controversy over basic 
constitutional issues, and if everybody were of the 
opinion that anything were possible, | would still pro- 
ceed with great caution and decide on each individual 
case. | would certainly not accept and do everything that 
we might be asked to. 


If we use common sense and approach the problem with 
caution—yet with a view to the new situation in which 
we are now internationally—then it should be possible to 
achieve a growing consensus. 


Once more, I am asking you to give the soldiers who are 
now going to Somalia a signal that they can count on 
your support during their difficult mission. [applause] 
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Kinkel Delivers Statement 
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[Government statement by Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel at the Bundestag session in Bonn—live] 


[Text] Madam President, ladies and gentlemen: The 
issue today extends beyond this debate. It 1s a fundamen- 
tally important foreign and security policy issue. Specif- 
ically, will we—the united and sovereign Germany— 
reach a new foreign and security policy consensus 
following the end of the bipolar world of the East-West 
conflict that will make us a partner of an international 
community that can act and is aware of its responsi- 
bility? Are we willing to fulfill the tasks of peace—which 
the international community expects of us—without 
restrictions, as a leading industrialized nation, in view of 
totally new security policy changes? 


In the 1950's, following fateful, historical experiences, 
the German Bundestag struggied for a basic consensus in 
defense policy. We certainly did not make things easy for 
ourselves by establishing the Bundeswehr at that tume. 
The Bundeswehr's tasks were rightly restricted to 
defending our territory at the line of contact between two 
alliance systems, which ran mght through our country 
and divided the world into two hostile camps for more 
than 40 years. 


For decades we defined our security on the basis of this 
situation and, accordingly, saw the Bundeswehr's assign- 
ment exclusively as defensive, within the framework of 
the NATO alliance. This was the basic political con- 
sensus, which was supported by our population and by 


our policy. 


The bipo’ar system ended with the fall of the Wall and 
the Iron Curtain. Thus, the previous understanding of 
security was deprived of an essential foundation—yes, in 
the new situation of the world too, the establishment of 
security primarily means national defense. But today we 
no longer need our Bundeswehr exclusively for 
defending our country against a potential attacker. 
Instead, three essential tasks have been added: pre- 
venting conflicts, safeguarding peace, and making peace. 


As a result of the disappearance of the East-West con- 
flict, the United Nations has been able, literally, to free 
itself from its decade-long paralysis. For the first time 
there is the opportunity for this organization to do what 
its founding fathers iniended—-namely, mankind's cen- 
tral guardian of peace. This is the core of this debate. The 
core is that we must come to a new, expanded political 
and constitutional consensus on our Bundeswehr's tasks 
whether we like it or not. This is a consensus that enables 
us to participate in fulfilling the three new tasks, central 
security tasks under the aegis of the United Nations and 
alongside our partners. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen: This is a process of forming an 
opinion and coming to a decision which affects both 
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society and politics and which, I think, quite mghtly 
concerns us very much. In a rule-of-law state, it is not or 
cannot be a shame—at least this is what I think—if one 
has a different opinion on difficult constitutional ques- 
tions. 


There is widespread agreement in this parliament on the 
fact that the Bundeswehr must be allowed to participate 
in peacekeeping missions. Let us call them blue-helmet 
missions. However, we have now been struggling for a 
long time over the question of whether the Bundeswehr 
must also face the task of making peace. 


The answer of the coalition, the Federal Government, is 
clearly yes. [applause] 


Our proposal for the appropriate amendment to the 
Basic Law has been put forward. My appeal to all— 
above all, to the great opposition party, the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD]—in this debate is 
that with great seriousness and—I say this as a foreign 
minister with several months experience—state policy 
responsibility, one should finally strive for a solution 
that enables our country to act under the new conditions 
and provides our insecure soldiers with the safe frame- 
work that they need for their tasks. [applause] 


It is high time to take action. Clearly, our agonizing 
process presents domestic and foreign political dangers. 


The Federal Government and its partners have reacted 
to Europe’s revolutionary change, primarily with polit- 
ical and economic concepts. In a world that is reorga- 
nizing itself, it has never intended to restrict foreign and 
security policies to the military field. [applause] 


The creation of a cosmopolitan European union that 1s 
close to the citizens, its firm trans-Atlantic anchoring, 
and the gradual extension of this area of stability to 
eastern Europe, that is the core of the necessary answer 
to the new world situation. In new solidarity and in new 
approaches under the leadership of the United Nations 
and regional agreements, such as the CSCE, the commu- 
nity of nations is today trying to cope with the innumer- 
able national, ethnic, minority, and religious conflicts 
that unfortunately flared up with the end of the blocs. 
Unfortunately, the United Nations has reached its 
limits. The UN peace commitment has quadrupled since 
1991. At present, 53,000—I repeat, 53,000—UN sol- 
diers from 64 countries are participating in 13 peace 
operations worldwide. With the UNOSOM [UN Mission 
in Somalia] II initiative, which I will immediately dis- 
cuss, there will be more than 80,000. We can recall many 
years of German participation in humanitarian UN 
missions despite our constitutional constraints: the air 
transport facilities that the Bundeswehr provided for the 
United Nations after the Yom Kippur War in 1973; the 
Bundeswehr pilots’ logistical support for the disarma- 
ment mission in Iraq; our field hospitals in Cambodia; 
and, of course, the Sarajevo airlift and the Transall 
supply flights to eastern Bosnia and Somalia. However 
different they may be, all these operations have one thing 
in common: The point was always to help people in need 
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and to protect them from violence and human rights 
violations. Military pressure has not been and is not 
being exercised. A military mission has not been and is 
not at issue [words indistinct]. We do not want it. 


The claim that the Federal Government's call for the 
unrestricted participation in all UN duties will lead to 
the militarization of German foreign policy is absurd 
{words indistinct]. Are the Finns, the Canadians, or the 
Irish—who have done their often perilous duty at all 
focal points of the world for years—militarists? 
[applause] 


Are the French and the English—who provide relief 
supplies to the former Yugoslav population—the Amer- 
icans, the Italians, and the Indians—-who save Somalia's 
population from anarchy and starvation with weapons in 
hand—all warmongers? Do we want to expose Transall 
aircraft crews, our own crews that supply eastern Bosnia, 
or Bundeswehr soldiers in AWACS planes to this 
reproach? Should soldiers not participate in humani- 
tarian operations? I believe that all this shows how 
absurd the allegation concerning a planned militariza- 
tion 1s. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen: the bloodiest and most inhuman 
of recent conflicts is taking place in our own home, 
Europe, in the former Yugoslavia. A national war of 
conquest—that is exactly what it is—at the end of the 
20th Century is an enormous challenge for the commu- 
nity of states. It is a challenge at a time when a new 
beginning is taking place in Europe, a challenge for the 
community of states that is reorganizing itself. Unfortu- 
nately, it must be stressed that this community of states 
has not found an instrument to stop the killing, the 
expulsions, and the rapes. The fall of Srebrenica has 
dramatically demonstrated again the extent of the 
human tragedy that is taking place. | understand—as | 
have pointed out twice or three times at the Bundestag— 
very well the people's outrage and disappointment over 
the inability of the community of states to end the 
bloodshed. However, nobody has presented a formula 
for putting the Serbs in their place without resorting to 
massive military intervention, an intervention whose 
outcome would be uncertain and would risk an u..pre- 
dictable expansion of the hostilities. 


However, one thing is becoming completely clear to all, 
even to those who hesitated at the beginning: Belgrade 
only understands the language of extreme pressure. This 
is Quite obvious. Many feel—including myself—that the 
pressure 1s increasing too slowly or too late. It is slowly 
becoming clear that the community of states’ patience is 
exhausted. The beginning of the surveillance of the 
airspace by NATO and the recent statements by Euro- 
pean representative Lord Owen on the need for tighter 
measures against the Serbian side are clear signs. The 
UN Security Council has embarked on a decisive course 
by adopting Resolution 820. Serbia may still triumph 
militarily today, but if it does not change its policy, it 
faces the threat—this is now certain—of political and 
economic isolation, which we strongly urged among the 
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European countries, in particular. Germany has actively 
participated in international efforts to settle this conflict 
from the very beginning. Our share in the EC observer 
mission corresponds to our size and responsibility 
within the Community. We provide the second strongest 
contingent for the mission, which supports Serbia's and 
Montenegro’s neighboring states in monitoring the sanc- 
tions. The police and customs operation of the Western 
European Union [WEU], designed to support the 
embargo on the Danube River, will serve the same 
purpose. With four Federal Border Police and customs 
authority boats and about 50 police and customs 
officers, we will make up the majority of the contin- 
gency, both in material and personnel, on the Danube 
River, so that the Danube River will no longer be able to 
be used for breaking the embargo. [applause] 


The humanitarian aid we have provided to the former 
Yugoslavia is the largest contribution by any European 
country. Among the EC states, we have accepted the 
largest number of refugees by far. The financial means 
made available by the Federal and laender governments 
and by private organizations now involve nearly 540 
million German marks. 


We can certainly be proud of these contributions. Our 
aid efforts primarily involve building refugee camps and 
refurbishing existing homes to accomodate displaced 
people in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia. Our tech- 
nical assistance organization is doing remarkable and 
admirable work in all these fields. The Federal Govern- 
ment is working intensively to try and take care of the 
men, women, and children from this region who have 
been hit worst by the war. We are taking care of the 
injured in the Bihac Valley. The Bundeswehr is partici- 
pating in the relief flights to Sarajevo and in the flights to 
drop food to the besieged towns in eastern Bosnia. This 
is a balance sheet of which we can be proud. 


From this rostrum, | would also like to express our 
special gratitude, the gratitude and appreciation of the 
Federal Government, for the selfless work of all the 
German helpers, the Bundeswehr, and, above all, the 
German air crews, who are risking their lives and health 
even though these are humanitarian operations. 
[applause] 


[Words indistinct] safeguarding of world peace has 
meanwhile become a problem, which must be solved if 
we want to establish ourselves permanently within the 
alliance, the EC, and the United Nations. I add that we 
all, all of us, must change our way of thinking. 


I say very emphatically and deliberately: | respect the 
views of those who are worried about the further 
involvement of our Bundeswehr, and I do no. want to 
brush anything aside, but the idea that the economically 
strongest country in central Europe, which now also has 
the highest population, can withdraw into some sort of 
snail’s shell after the fall of the Wall and the Iron 
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Curtain, while our partners are picking the chestnuts out 
of the fire for us, does not square with reality. [applause, 
unintelligible interjyections] 


Our partners in the alliance and the WEU have done 
their share to ensure our security for more than 40 years. 
[applause] 


If we now leave these partners in the lurch regarding the 
new tasks of safeguarding and making peace, we will in 
the end become incapable of being part of an alliance. 


We do not want to be reckless daredevils or fence sitters. 
{applause} 


Yes, we want to and must keep our history in mind, but 
we must not hide behind 11 either. [applause] 


I think that one lesson from this history must be: We 
must never again leave the community of Western 
peoples; we must never again take special paths, not even 
that of a moral attitude of knowing everything better or 
of a special ethical attitude [Gesinnungsethik]. 
{applause] 


Yes, ladies and gentlemen, the securing of peace has 
absolute priority. Peaceful solutions to conflicts have 
absolute priority. Military pressure may be used only as 
a last resort in the securing of peace. However—I also 
said this here before—have we forgotten that only the 
force of arms and not peace marches put an end to 
Hitler's crimes in 1945? [applause] 


Can we close our eyes to the fact that the murders in this 
world, which have not improved, cannot be stopped with 
words alone? [unintelligible interyections] I would really 
like to answer the heckler on my left. However, since I do 
not want to do it now because of my style, I will do it 
later in private but al! the more clearly. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, not only a political consensus 1s at 
issue: We also need a constitutional consensus. By an 
<mendment to the Basic Law, we must finally put an end 
to the controversy over the legal bases for the employ- 
ment of the Bundeswehr—I repeat it once again—for 
peacekeeping and peacemaking missions and settle 
above all the decisive question of the Bundestag’s par- 
ticipation because, ladies and gentlemen, the fact that 
this has not been solved so far has a paradoxical conse- 
quence—I want to particularly emphasize this. In the 
present situation, there 1s no legal basis for the involve- 
ment of the parliament, which is planned in the coali- 
tion's proposal for an amendment to the Basic Law and 
iS unrenounceable in a democracy—alt any rate, 
according to my ideas. But we need it. Only it will give 
the parliament the right to decide from case to case 
whether and how we want to participate in such actions 
and this would be a precaution against any kind of 
automatism. 


For a long time, we did not have to deal in practice with 
this legal problem, which we have known for a long time 
and on which we have different legal opinions. However, 
the conflict in former Yugoslavia forced an answer. For 
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the first time, ihis became clear because of the control of 
the sea blockade in the Adriatic and the AWACS mission 
with German soldiers over Austria and Hungary. An 
oath was taken regarding the employment of German 
soldiers in the AWACS planes for the monitoring of the 
flight ban over Bosnia-Herzegovina. The SPD—I say 
this calmly and coolly—refused to agree to the partici- 
pation and the constitutional amendment. Right from 
the very beginning, in the coalition and in the govern- 
ment we have wanted a joint policy on the participation 
of our soldiers in the mission, but we were not able to 
come to ap agreement on the legal question. I repeat: Is 
it not conceivable and justifiable that there are different 
Views On a question that is so important from the point 
of view of social policy and enormously complicated 
from the point of view of constitutional law? I say it once 
again that this must be possible in a rule-of-law state. | 
repeat—I frequently stated it in public—that precisely 
for me, as the former justice minister, it was an agonizing 
way out to seek the decision of the highest court on this 
question. However, since it was intended to push this 
through politically, which the Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP], at any rate, considered impossible 
without such a clarification, it was the only way out. 


In the final analysis, our predictability as an alliance 
partner was at stake. The withdrawal from the integrated 
AWACS crews would have endangered the UN mandate 
given to the alliance. That was the new and changed 
situation, as compared to the previous decisions that we 
had to make and where there were not so many and 
intensive interconnections. [unintelligible interjection] 
By the way, these were also the main reasons for the 
decision of the court. If the decision of the court is a 
message to us, then it can only be the following one, in 
my opinion: Now the German Bundestag policy 1s 
responsible for the establishment of the constitutional 
consensus on the takeover of all rights, but also of all 
duties of a UN member. [applause] 


This task is becoming more urgent every day because we 
will receive more requests from the UN secretary gen- 
eral. The world and its conflicts will not wait until we 
have put our house in order as it were. I would like to 
repeat that the coalition has submitted a proposal for the 
required amendments to the Basic Law. It is not a blank 
check for all kinds of operations but makes them depen- 
dent on decisions by the Security Council. Unilateral 
operations are not possible. The German Bundestag, that 
is you, will decide on the participation in a mission. Is 
this not a sufficient precautionary measure? Do you 
distrust yourselves? Do we distrust ourselves? Do we 
believe that we do not have a suitable instrument against 
abuse? 


I would like to appeal once more to the SPD 1n a very 
calm and composed way to participate in the settlement 
of this issue that is so important for German foreign 
policy. What the SPD has suggested—I would also like to 
state this in a calm and composed way—is not sufficient 
in our view. Practice has shown that your proposal for an 
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amendment to the Basic Law would not have covered 
participation in the AWACS flights over Bosnia. We 
discussed that. [applause] 


I believe that this fact alone is enough for me to repeat 
once more that your proposal is not sufficient in prac- 
tice. The division into peacekeeping and peacemaking 
missions does not correspond to political or practical 
requirements. This can be seen every day in Cambodia, 
Bosnia, and Somalia. | call on the SPD and invite it to 
end the partial blockade of our foreign and security 
policy together with the coalition. We must avoid Ger- 
many’s isolation within the community of states. 
[applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, the request by UN Secretary 
General Butrus Butrus-Ghali for the dispatch of a 
Bundeswehr contingent to participate in humanitarian 
aid for Somalia shows how important this is. The federal 
government will not reject this request. That was decided 
by the cabinet this morning. After careful consideration, 
we Came to the conclusion that we see no constitutional 
objection to this operation. In spite of certain changes 
concerning the requirements, the operation will be cov- 
ered by our offer of 17 December 1992. It will take place 
in a pacified area. We, Minister Ruehe and |, explained 
that this morning to the Foreign Committee and Defense 
Committee. We have been assured of this by the UN 
secretary general. The operation will serve purely 
humanitarian purposes. As far as the task of our soldiers 
are concerned, we will take into consideration the 
changes that have taken place in Somalia since 
December 1992. The task of our Bundeswehr soldiers 
will be to establish and operate a distribution organiza- 
tion for purely civilian relief supplies and supply goods 
for UNOSOM II units. The transport of military goods 
will be limited to the extent that is needed for self- 
defense. The soldiers’ own weapons will only serve for 
self-protection. The type and quantity of the weapons 
will correspond to this purpose. 


The humanitarian contribution requested from us by 
UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali cannot be 
assumed by other institutions. You know that we coop- 
erate with the Technical Assistance Organization in 
Somalia. We are active in numerous civilian areas there. 
Given the current situation in Somalia, only the 
Bundeswehr is capable of efficiently providing the 
required special help 


We must not forget that a pacified area under conditions 
such as those in Somalia 1s not like a pedestrian area in 
Germany. Here, in particular, regarding self-defense, the 
Bundeswehr has completely different possibilities than 
those of a civilian organization. 


The other states also have a good reason for choosing 
military contingents of 30,000 soldiers for conducting 
humanitarian aid, 30,000 soldiers. Perhaps this indicates 
that we are making a good impression on the outside 
with what we intend to do and what we have decided 
today. UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali called 
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me from Rome last night on behalf of the United 
Nations to convey thanks for what we will hopefully, as 
he said, decide tomorrow in the cabinet. [applause] 


On the other hand, the Somali situation will not be 
restricted to the work of the Bundeswehr. This mission 
will be only one—even though important—part of our 
humanitarian operations. We are providing important 
aid for reconstruction through the planned participation 
in establishing a Somali police force and through, for 
instance, having water and electricity supplies reestab- 
lished by the Technical Assistance Organization. In 
addition, Somalia will remain a focus of our humani- 
tarian aid in 1993. 

Ladies and gentlemen: As foreign minister, | know that | 
preserve —— with all my predecessors when I say 
that German foreign policy was, has been, and will 
remain a policy of peace in the future. [applause] 


Future German foreign policy will also be based on 
continuity and predictability. However, our policy must 
consider necessary changes in the world’s situations. 
Strengthening peace today also means strengthening the 
United Nations. For this purpose, we want and must 
create legal preconditions in a way that is rightly 
expected of us. Hans-Dietrich Genscher, my prede- 
cessor, promised that at the United Nations in New York 
in 1991. We must keep our promise. Let us not forget 
that. Therefore, once again my admonition: Let us not 
fail—together—in view of a national policy task—i 
repeat, a national policy tatkk—and let us make our 
country that active and responsible partner which the 
international community and we ourselves want to see. 


[applause] 


SPD’s Voigt Criticizes Foreign Policy 
AU2104160593 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 1208 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Statement by SPD Foreign Policy spokesman Karsten 
Voigt at the Bundestag session in Bonn—live] 


{Excerpts} Mr. Minister, the title of your government 
statement is: German participation in UN peace efforts. 
However, in your government statement you mainly 
commented on blue helmet missions and military 
combat operations. 


Until German unification, here in the Bundestag we 
discussed the best path toward disarmament, peaceful 
understanding with our East European and southeast 
European neighbors, and steps toward a stable, all- 
European peace system. Since German unification, we 
have been forced to quarrel with you about ever new 
versions of German military operations. First about the 
operation of German frigates in the Adriatic Sea, then 
about German participation in combat missions over 
former Yugoslavia, and now about the constitutional 
basis of the military blue helmet operations of the 
Bundeswehr in Somalia, which you shamefacedly cam- 
ouflage as a self-protection component. 
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For this change in foreign and security policy discussion, 
away from peace policy priorities and toward military 
policy priorities, away from preventing crises by diplo- 
matic means and toward military conflict settlement, 
this government and you, personally, Mr. Minister, are 
responsible. [unintelligible interjections, appla. se] 


Foreign Niinister Genscher concluded his term of office 
with the promise of an end to the military threat. You 
began your term of office with signing the Petersberg 
statement, which agreed on new military tasks for the 
Western European Union. | do not glorify Foreign 
Minister Genscher as a prince of peace and do not see 
yOu as a war-monger, but this change in paradigms is not 
so much a result of the change in the person of the 
foreign minister but rather an insidious and now accel- 
erating change of course in the foreign and security 
policy concept of the united Germany. [applause] 


Since you assumed office, I have repeatedly calied on 
you to begin a conceptual renewal of German foreign 
policy. A state, whose framework conditions for fo:eign 
and security policy changed in such a radical way as a 
result of unification and of the end of the East-West 
conflict, cannot be satisfied with its commitment to 
continuity. However, because since you assumed office 
you have lagged behind with the conceptual renewal of 
foreign policy—unfortunately, today, too, apart from a 
few points in your introduction, you mainly spoke about 
military components—military politicians have been 
able to imprint their priorities on the course of the 
conceptual changes of German foreign and security 
policy. This is not just to be blamed on the defense policy 
experts, this is also to be blamed on the failure of the 
foreign policy experts and your lagging behind in con- 
ceptual change. [applause] 


With the decision of NATO to use AWACS planes and 
combat planes outside its geographical area of compe- 
tence, the Atlantic Alliance has undertaken a profound 
change and expansion of its previous assignment. You 
failed to comprehensively inform the Bundestag plenum 
and at an early stage about the plans for changing the 
NATO concept, which you have known for months. 
Now, during the parliamentary Easter recess, the Cabi- 
net—during your absence and by-passing Parliament— 
decided on the first combat mission of the Bundeswehr 
after World War II. Apart from all other problems that 
are linked with that, this is another provocation of this 
Bundestag. [applause] The fact that the government 
parties now want to cover up this provocation after the 
event shows that, in reality, you do not have any self- 
confidence as parliamentarians. [unintelligible interjec- 
tions, applause] 


With the decision of the Federal Government to have 
German soldiers participate in NATO's military actions, 
the Bundeswehr will for the first time fulfill other tasks 
out of area rather than just humanitarian aid or gath- 
ering information. This combat mission of the 
Bundeswehr is the most profound change in the history 
of the FRG and the Bundeswehr since the establishment 
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of the latter. We will not accept these combat missions 
because we cannot justify the fact that in the future a 
federal Cabinet, regardless of its composition, can decide 
combat missions—by-passing Parliament and in contra- 
diction to the Basic Law—which then may not be as 
harmless regarding risks as these AWACS missions but 
would practically mean that Germany is dragged into a 
war by a Cabinet decision. [applause] [passage omitted] 


I would now like to talk about Somalia. Politically, we 
assess the planned participation of German soldiers in 
the Somalia mission in a different way than the AWACS 
flights and the frigates in the Adriatic. The state of 
Somalia no longer exists. It has collapsed and sunk into 
chaos. Thus, the SPD [Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many] supports and urges sensible—I stress sensible— 
humanitarian relief measures on the part of Germany in 
Somalia. However, we insist that it must be examined in 
parliamentary debates before the beginning of the oper- 
ation how relief operations, including humanitarian 
relief operations, can be carried out in a sensible way and 
whether they are planned in a sensible way. [applause] 


As far as maternal support or the participation of 
German civilian persons or unarmed soldiers is con- 
cerned, no constitutional problems arse. However, the 
use of infantrymen who are armed with submachine 
guns and smaller guns—and smaller guns—which the 
Federal Government describes as the self-defense com- 
ponent in a belittling way to hide the constitutional 
death-defying leap of the Free Democratic Party of 
Germany, requires an amendment to the constitution. 
Thus, the SPD suggested a corresponding amendment to 
the Basic Law over one year ago. We are submitting a 
generous offer ioday. Well, this is the way we are. We 
want the Bundestag to amend the Basic Law within the 
next two weeks if possible in such a way that sensible 
humanitarian blue beret missions in Somalia can be 
Started on an undisputed constitutional base. We are 
ready to agree to an amendment to the constitution—we 
can also take into consideration proposals contained in 
your draft—that makes possible blue beret missions, like 
the one in Somalia, with pnor approval by the Bundestag 
naturally but without insisting on an advance legal 
clarification of the questions over which we and the 
government differ. A decision on these issues has to be 
made by the Constitutional Court. I call on you to accept 
this really generous offer by the SPD here today for the 
sake of the help for the people in Somalia and for the 
sake of the legal certainly of our soldiers. 


If the government parties agree to this initiative of the 
SPD today, then a legal dispute about the peacekeeping 
blue beret mission in Somalia can be avoided in the 
interest of the soldiers affected. If you reject this gen- 
erous offer, you do not really want a compromise in 
parliament. Then you are not interested in a parliamen- 
tary compromise but in a constitutionally doubtful uni- 
lateral action by the Federal Government, as numerous 
members of the Christian Social Union have claimed. 
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In conclusion, let me state the following: You claim that 
the operation will take place in pacified areas as defined 
by the United Nations. The fact that the defense minister 
considers the use of soldiers armed with submachine 
guns and smaller guns necessary shows that pacification 
cannot really be taken for granted. We must be prepared 
for injuries and deaths in the first participation of the 
Bundeswehr in such an operation. We risk a decline in 
the political consensus among the population, the polit- 
ical consensus on blue beret missions, once the first zinc 
coffins arrive from Somalia. Thus, for the sake of the 
consensus and of blue beret missions and for the sake of 
the security of the soldiers, let us reach an agreement 
today that makes possible blue beret missions on a 
constitutional basis. Let us adjourn the dispute about the 
Basic Law. Do not insist on your maximum demands. 
Otherwise you will push the soldiers into a doubtful 
and—legally and practically—uncertain position that is 
controversial among the public. You cannot assume the 
responsibility for that. Also, this is not in line with what 
you stated earlier, Minister Kinkel. Thank you very 
much. 


Economic Advice Offices Open in Moscow, Minsk 


LD2104112493 Berlin DDP in German 0939 GMT 21 
Apr 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)}—The Development Loan Corpora- 
tion in Frankfurt-am-Main has opened coordination 
offices for economic advice in Moscow and in the 
Belarussian capital, Minsk, on behalf of the Federal 
Economics Ministry. This was announced by the Federal 
Economics Ministry in Bonn today. 


The two offices are to help in the development of a social 
market economy, will train and give advanced training 
to managers, will organize the sale of state-owned firms, 
and support the banking and insurance sectors. The 
setting up of these offices is part of the Federal Govern- 
ment’s advisory concept. 


In the first half of 1993 the Development Loan Corpo- 
ration also plans to open other offices in Riga (Latvia), 
Bratislava (Slovakia), and in Sofia (Bulgaria). 


Honecker Criticizes Gorbachev, Krenz 


LD2104112193 Berlin ADN in German 0925 GMT 21 
Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Berlin (ADN)—Erich Honecker, former 
Socialist Union Party [SED] leader and GDR head of 
state, has sharply criticized former CPSU General Sec- 
retary Mikhail Gorbachev and his own successor Egon 
Krenz. ““They betrayed the socialist camp,”’ Honecker 
sayS in an interview with the Berlin-based SUPER- 
ILLU. As far as he is concerned, Gorbachev is “fin- 
ished.” 


Honecker admitted mistakes during his time in govern- 
ment. But one should not “put all the blame” on him, he 
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told the magazine. “Many problems were caused by 
other people; Mr. Kohl knows that.” 


The sick 80-year-old sees a “black, black, black” future 
for Germany, according to SUPER-ILLU, and is glad 
that he does not have to solve the problems of that 
country. 


He does sometimes feel homesick for Berlin, Honecker 
said, but “not for the Berlin of today.’ He did not know 
whether he would return to Germany if he could live in 
freedom there, said the ex-SED leader, against whom 
proceedings related to the fatal shootings at the Berlin 
Wall were dropped last week by the Berlin Regional 
Court. Concerning the accusations that he was respon- 
sible for the death of innocent people, Honecker said 
that this is “all lies. The West German press is lying 
through its teeth.” 


Health-wise Honecker feels “sometimes well, sometimes 
less well.”” He has gotten used to the pains, he says, “but 
I still feel strong.” He is currently writing his memoirs 
“for the German youth.” Honecker said youths should 
“learn the full truth.” [passage omitted] 


Ruehe Reviews Budget Problems of ‘Fighter 90° 


AU2104 143093 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 21 Apr 93 p 4 


[Report by “fy”: “By the End of June the Money for 
‘Fighter 90’ Will Have Been Used Up”’} 


[Text] Bonn, 20 April—The money contained in the 
1993 defense budget for the development of “Fighter 
90” will have been used up by the end of June. At the 
moment the biils not yet paid by the Defense Ministry 
add up to 88 million G. man marks [DM]. This was 
reported by Defense Minister Ruehe in a report to the 
Budget Committee, the presentation of which parlia- 
ment had made a condition for the release of the money 
for development, which has not yet been spent. At the 
same time Defense Minister Ruehe sent the committee a 
petition that it should release the DM250 million for 
“Fighter 90,” which are contained in the draft budget. 
The deputies of the coalition parties the Christian Dem- 
ocratic Union/Christian Social Union and the Free 
Democratic Party of Germany in the Budget Committee 
rejected the petition on Tuesday [20 April] by stating 
that it was made at too short notice. The topic is to be 
discussed during next week’s sessions. Thus, payment of 
the bills due continues to be delayed. It is said that this 
reaction is an expression of a troubled relationship 
between the coalition deputies on the Budget Committee 
and the Defense Minister. 


The minister's report does not contain any ideas about 
how the bills for the development of “Fighter 90,” which 
will become due during the second half of the year, are 
supposed to be paid. In the negotiations about his budget 
for 1993, Ruehe had insisted on reducing the original 
draft of DM850 million to DM520 million so as to force 
the European partners also to reduce the budget and 
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drastically to slow down work on it. As the minister 
admits in the report, industry originally estimated the 
financial requirements for this year for about DMI 
billion. On 12 March industry still estimated the finan- 
cial requirements at about DM890 million for Ger- 
many’s share. He assesses this as “not acceptable.” At 
the same time, he admits that the partners for the 
development of the fighter aircraft—Great Britain, Italy, 
and Spain—have enough money for this year. The gov- 
ernment’s draft of the addendum to the budget shows 
that Ruehe intends to provide the funds that are lacking 
in the budget for “Fighter 90” because of his own actions 
by taking them from other items on his budget. There- 
fore, in the addendum to the budget the mutual coverage 
of items 551/18—which finances the “Fighter 90” —and 
item 551/11 will have to be approved. The latter con- 
tains DM985 million for military technology develop- 
ment and tests. However, it will be possible to divert 
only about DM100 million for “Fighter 90” from this, 
since almost all of the money is contractually committed. 


The defense minister's report shows that negotiations 
with industry about changes in contracts and new cost 
estimates have not yet been concluded successfully. The 
minister hopes that he will be able to present agreements 
and changed contracts, which are ready to be signed, 
during the third quarter of this year. Savings for a 
“German version” of “Fighter 90" caiied “Eurofighter 
2000” in this report, would be possible only by making 
amendments to the equipment of the fighter, because the 
cell and the engine of the fighter should remain 
unchanged. The German defense minister's desire to 
slow down the development work so that it will be 
concluded not in 1999 but in the year 2001 could be 
achieved, according to the report. It is important in this 
connection that problems arose during testing the flight 
control system and with “avionic integration.” As a 
result, the prototypes are still being tested on the ground, 
contrary to the original plans. Flight tests are expected to 
take place during the third quarter of this year. 


The minister refuses to pay the additional costs that 
resulted from the delay and are said by industry to 
amount to 8 percent by saying that they are the result of 
the delays in development and industry is responsible for 
them. According to the report, industry gives a system 
price of DM102.5 million per unit for the German 
version of the fighter, which will not be so well equipped. 
Industry has given a price of DM133.9 million for 
normal equipment. Ruehe wants to get a price of DM90 
million. So far, there is no binding fixed price. There is 
no agreement with the partners about the reduction of 
the annual financial requirements over the next few 
years, as Ruehe wants. So far, no agreement has been 
reached with industry about any new, changed contract 
or cost cutting. 


The report shows that the overall project is so strongly 
integrated among the partners that the German Air 
Force will not be able to avoid buying the plane. Since 
the Air Force is not to get “Fighter 90” until the year 
2002, the procurement funding for it need not be 
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included in the defense budget until 1996. However, 
because the countries are to produce the fighters 
together, Germany must allocate the funds to prepare the 
production of them prior to 1996, as Great Britain and 
Italy will be getting them as of 2000. 


Wants Position Clarified by July 


LD2104 162893 Hamburg DPA in German 1555 GMT 
21 Apr 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—German Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe (Christian Democratic Union) intends com- 
pleting contractual negotiations with German industrial 
companies involved in the development of the 
“Eurofighter 2000” aircraft by some time in July. The 
Defense Ministry said today the aim was to reach a joint 
German stance with regard to planned funding cuts on 
the project. 


The ministry said that agreements on the reorientation 
and deceleration of the project could then be made with 
the other countries involved—the UK, Italy, and 
Spain—the aim being a 30-percent cut in the price of the 
“Eurofighter” system. Ruehe reaffirmed he would 
“determinedly pursue” his cost-cutting objectives. 


Iran To Execute German on Spying Charges 


LD2104225893 Hamburg DPA in German 1952 GMT 
21 Apr 93 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)—A 58-year-old German, 
Helmut Szimkus, who was convicted of spying for Iraq. 
is to be executed, according to the Cologne television 
station VOX. His defense lawyer, Ghahari, told the 
television station that the Iranian Supreme Court had 
confirmed the death sentenced in an appeal hearing 
yesterday. 


The Federal Government had assumed until now that 
the death sentence would be commuted to life imprison- 
ment. Bernd Schmidbauer, minister of state in the Chan- 
cellery, had earlier announced that in their efforts to save 
the engineer’s life, he and Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
had received corresponding assurances. The Federal 
Government was informed of Szimkus’ arrest in early 
1989. Three years later he was sentenced to death after 
confessing to spying for Baghdad. 


Waigel Calls For More Openness at EBRD 


AU2104134293 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 21 Apr 93 p 19 


[Report by “hen.”’: “Waigel Calls For More Openness at 
EBRD” } 


[Text] In a conversation with the president of the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
[EBRD], Jacques Attali, who has come under public 
criticism, Federal Finance Minister Theo Waigel called 
for more openness regarding the London-based bank's 
spending plans and activities. As acting chairman of the 
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EBRD board of governors, Waigel pointed out the need 
for the East Europe bank to have a cost conscious 
spending policy. The finance minister also emphasized 
to Attali that he should wait to make an assessment of 
the criticism of the spending behavior until the results of 
the investigations of the bank’s audit committee are 
available. 


Weizsaecker, Delors View ‘Current Weak’ 
Economy 


AU 2204092393 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 2! Apr 93 p 15 


{Report by “hmr™: “The Federal President Draws a 
Crisis Scenario”) 


{Text} Hannover, 20 April—Industry and the economy 
are facing a cost and innovation crisis, labor an employ- 
ment crisis, politics an acceptance crisis, and society an 
orientation crisis. This was stated by President Richard 
von Weizsaecker in his opening speech at the Hannover 
Industry Fair 1993. The current weak economic phase is 
hitting Germany at a time of structural adaptation 
problems. Thus, the state and society, associations and 
trade unions, employees and entrepreneurs, consumers 
and citizens need fresh impetuses in a politically and 
economically completely changed world. Society cannot 
cling to the “utopian immobility of status quo thinking.” 
As far as constitutional bodies and, above all, political 
parties are concerned, a policy determined by concepts is 
required, not primarily a policy aimed at ensuring the 
support of the maximum number of voters on a short- 
term basis. In their own interests, associations and trade 
unions would be well advised not to lose sight of the 
overall goal. According to the president, the system of 
the social market economy ts more topical than ever 
before, as far as its two major elements are concerned. 
“We must neither yield to the temptation of blaming the 
temporary economic difficulties in the new laender on 
the market economy nor try to fight them with the old 
formula of central planning. On the other hand, we must 
not look to different variants of Manchester liberalism 
for salvation either,’ Weizsaecker pointed out. To avoid 
falling behind our new competitors in Asia and now even 
in Europe, a few things must be eliminated that burden 
innovation and investment. It 1s tough but unavoidable 
to differentiate more clearly between future-oriented and 
nonfuture-oriented industries. It is not enough to have a 
lead in large-scale technology but to lag behind the 
United States and Japan in advanced technology. To 
save jobs. one must recognize the fact that there are 
different requirements concerning working hours and 
wages in different spheres. “If we do not learn how to 
differentiate better, we will undoubtedly fall behind.” 


In his speech. EC Commission President Jacques Delors 
stressed the “indispensable need” for an industrial 
policy. He 1s not suggesting a planned economy or state 
subsides, but facilitating cooperation between enter- 
prises in Europe, promoting research and development 
activities. familiarizing employees with new forms of 
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Organizing work processes, and ensuring that new stan- 
dards for European goods and services are accepted 
more quickly in the future, he pointed out. If Europe 
does not act now, further market shares and jobs will be 
lost, Delors emphasized. So far the EC has not succeeded 
in creating the required consciousness, let alone in 
mobilizing all the available energy potentials. Delors 
mentioned the joint growth initiative whose implemen- 
tation was discussed by the economics and finance 
ministers of the EC and the European Free Trade Asso- 
ciation on 19 April. It is designed to boost public and 
private investment. The Community’s measures might 
lead to a growth of 0.5 percent and the creation of 
400,000 new jobs in 1993 and 1994. On Central and 
Eastern Europe, Delors suggested that political coopera- 
tion with the Community should take place faster than 
economic integration. In this way, one might counter 
fatal ultra-nationalist tendencies. The community can 
only face up to this historical challenge if it overcomes 
disharmony and speaks with one voice in foreign policy. 
In the future, further economic integration will not be 
possible without political union, Delors stressed. 


Waigel Says Debt To Reach ‘New Record Level’ 


LD2i04144093 Hamburg DPA in German 1319 GMT 
21 Apr 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—According to information from 
Finance Minister Theo Waigel, new state indebtedness 
will climb this year to a new record level of 65 to 70 
billion marks. This has to be accepted due to the 
increases in expenditure determined by the economic 
Situation, Waigel said today on the sidelines of the 
meeting of the Bundestag budget committee discussing 
the solidarity pact and the general financial situation. He 
did not have the precise figures, but new indebtedness 
this year will thus be around 11 to 15 billion marks 
higher than first planned. 


Industry Criticizes Federal Consolidation Program 


AU2104124493 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 20 Apr 93 p 7 


[Report by “uhl”: “Economic Associations Criticize Low 
Saving Volume and New Tax Increases”’] 


[Text] Bonn, 19 Apriil—in the view of eight top eco- 
nomic associations, the Federal Consolidation Program 
is aiming “in the wrong direction’’ because of the exces- 
sively low saving volume and the massive tax burdens. 


In the meantime, the federal government and the laender 
have been quarreling over the implementation of the 
new overall redistribution of financial means as of 1995, 
which was agreed during the conference on the solic arity 
pact in mid-March. The draft laws presented by the FRG 
finance minister on this matter fundamentally call the 
decisions in question, particularly in the view of the west 
German laender. If the coalition majority in the Bund- 
estag were to take over these proposals the Arbitration 
Committee will be appealed to, the laender stressed, 
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because the Finance Ministry has not calculated the 
compromise in line with the systems. This results in an 
additional burden of about 4.5 billion German marks 
[DM] on the old laender. 


FRG Finance Minister Theo Waigel (Christian Social 
Union), on the other hand, has criticized the laender 
because the draft law presented by them for the new 
settlement of the redistribution of financial means would 
result in additional burdens to the federal government of 
DM4-.5 billion. While Waigel proceeds from the premise 
of a transfer contribution of DM16.8 billion from the old 
laender, the west German laender think that this figure 
has not been agreed on because only a contribution of 
DM 14.2 billion can be derived from the decisions of the 
Solidarity Pact conference. In addition, the laender 
oppose Waigel’s view that an upper threshold of DMS! 
billion for t’ > burden on the federal government has 
been agreed in the new redis!r) bution of financial means 
between the federal government and the laender. 


In a common petition to the Bundestag Financial Com- 
mittee, the Federation of German Industry, the Federa- 
tion of German Chambers of Industry and Commerce, 
employers, wholesale and foreign traders, crafts, banks, 
and insurance companies criticize not only the exces- 
sively low savings and high additional tax burden, but 
also the significant increase in new debts, above all for 
the federal government, without making a change in the 
trend visible for the medium or long term. The only 
positive aspect of the compromise on the Federal Con- 
solidation Program is the fact “that the democrats are 
able to come to an understanding across ideological 
borders in a difficult situation.” 


Therefore, the Federal Consolidation Program is visibly 
carried by the political opinion that improvement in 
revenues can be implemented more easily than cutbacks 
in expenditure. Economically, this deterioration of the 
economic framework conditions 1s wrong not least for 
Germany as an economic location. “It escalates the 
recession.” 


The January 1991 coalition agreements between the 
Christian Democratic Union [CDU}/Christian Social 
Union [CSU] and the Free Democratic Party of Ger- 
many [FDP] still envisaged the abolition of property tax 
and trade capital tax. Instead, private property tax ts 
now doubled to | percent and insurance tax 1s raised to 
15 percent, triple what it was in 1989. If it cannot be 
avoided for budgetary reasons, the solidarity contribu- 
tion of 7.5 percent as of 1995 must be limited in terms of 
time and be made degressive in the interests of the 
planned safeguarding of Germany as an economic loca- 
tion. 


The petition also points out that it 1s not overlooked that 
the financing of German unity requires a great effort by 
the federal government, the laender, and the communi- 
ties and that the solidarity of industry 1s also necessary in 
this connection. On the other hand, as a result of the 
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current difficult stage, industry needs positive signals to 
make it easier for individual companies “to remain 
optimistic.” 


In the current, extremely difficult economic situation, 
which is fraught with high risks, companies would decide 
in favor of the necessary restructuring and investments, 
which are ~eeded to preserve existing, and to create new, 
jobs only “if an end of the strained circumstances is in 
sight.” To strengthen confidence in an improvement of 
the economic data, it would be urgently necessary for the 
federal government, the laender, and the communities to 
impose strict thrift measures. Only if it is possible to turn 
budgetry discipline specifically into more modest 
increases in expenditure can one gain the leeway that is 
needed for the necessary reduction of costs on the tax 
side. Otherwise, companies cannot make the economic 
contribution that is expected. 


Waigel Rejects Laender Demands for More Funds 


AU2104180693 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 21 Apr 93 p 2 


[Report by “hen.”: ““Waigel Rejects Additional 
Demands by Laender”’] 


[Text] Bonn—Federal Finance Minister Theo Waigel, 
Christian Social Union [CSU], is not ready to concede to 
the laender an extra 4.5 billion German marks [DM] in 
addition to the amount included in the Solidarity Pact 
agreement. After a meeting of leading coalition officials 
in Bonn, government spokesman Dieter Vogel empha- 
sized that the inconsistencies that have meanwhile 
appeared in the Solidarity Pact plan should be cleared in 
the mediating committee, if necessary. Additional bur- 
dens on the federal budget would certainly not be 
accepted. 


The controversial amount of approximately DM4.5 bil- 
lion between the federal and laender governments, which 
was already discussed in the Bundesrat on Friday [16 
April], appeared when it came time to translate Bonn’s 
Solidarity Pact agreement into technical legal language. 
If the proposals of the laender for the new regulation of 
federal financial equalization were to be accepted 
without any changes, then it would mean that the old 
laender would only contribute DM13.7 instead of 16.8 
billion in transfer payments of the agreed share of 44 
percent in value-added tax revenues. Moreover, 
according to this calculation, the federal government 
would have to make an extra DM1.5 billion in special 
supplementary contributions for smaller laender. To 
achieve the trans.<r amount of DM16.8 billion from the 
old to the new laender despite all problems, Waigel will 
increase the laender’s share in the value-added tax not to 
44 percent but only 42.5 percent, which the old laender 
interpret as a revision to their disadvantage and, thus, 
reject. 


While, after the conclusion of the Solidarity Pact, the 
federal finance minister would always emphasize that 
the “basic figures’’ of the compromise between federal 
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and laender governments involved a federal burden of 
DMS1 billion starting in 1995, the burden of the west 
laender of DM16.8 billion, and an improved financial 
basis for the eastern laender of DM55.8 billion, this 
Statement was challenged by the Bavarian side, of all 
sides. According to the head of the Bavarian state 
chancellory, Rudolf Schmitt, the laender only regard 
their share in the turnover tax and the future funds for 
the eastern laender as “basic figures.” This does not 
apply to the DMS! billion in absolute burden on the 
federal government and the DM16.8 billion on the 
western laender, Schmitt claimed in a letter to Bonn’s 
State secretary in the Finance Ministry, Peter Klemm. 


Meanwhile, Federal Finance Minister Waigel held a 
first-time discussion with the minister president of 
Rhineland-Palatinate, Rudolf Scharping, Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany [SPD], about the new financial 
controversy. Waigel and Scharping agreed that a medi- 
ating procedure has to be avoided by all means and that 
a solution must be sought through further talks at the 
level of experts. 


Economics Minister Supports Nuclear Energy 


AU2204092593 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 21 Apr 93 p 4 


[Report by “ptz”: “Rexrodt Calls for Development of 
Better Nuclear Power Plants”} 


[Text] Bonn, 20 April—According to Economics Min- 
ister Guenter Rexrodt (Free Democratic Party of Ger- 
many), even the most modern nuclear power plants 
currently operating in Germany would no longer be 
approved today. Referring to the first meeting of the 
“Energy Consensus” working group, in which represen- 
tatives of the parties, environmental organizations, trade 
unions, and business participated, Rexrodt reaffirmed 
the government's view on Tuesday [20 April] that “the 
use of nuclear energy should not be renounced.” The 
operation of new nuclear power plants, however, is only 
possible if “a reactor with an even higher security 
standard is developed.’ The minister mentioned two 
requirements in this respect. The consequences of a 
nuclear meltdown should be limited to the plant itself. 
Additional crisis management should not be required in 
such a case. 


However, in talks with the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD], the Greens, and environmental organi- 
zations, Rexrodt gained the impression that even such a 
nuclear reactor would be broadly rejected. He still has 
“serious doubts” about a consensus on the further use of 
nuclear energy, Rexrodt pointed out. There is more 
leeway on the topic of fossil energy sources, and the 
saving and regeneration of energy. 


Representatives of the environmental organizations the 
Association for the Environment and the Protection of 
Nature of Germany (BUND), Greenpeace, and Physi- 
cians for the Prevention of a Nuclear War, who partici- 
pated in the talks on Monday night [19 April] accused 
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Rexrodt and Environment Minister Toepfer (Christian 
Democratic Union) of “suppressing” constructive pro- 
posals and of acquiring a profile as advocates of the use 
of nuclear energy. Representatives of the energy industry 
assured them that the renunciation of nuclear energy is 
possible without a relapse into the stone age, BUND 
manager Otto Poppinga stressed. Contrary to the energy 
industry, the government insists on the use of nuclear 
power, despite the lack of acceptance. 


The SPD Bundestag member Michael Mueller described 
the talks as constructive. It is now important jointly to 
test the possibilities for saving energy and reorganizing 
its distribution, in spite of the differing views. North 
Rhine-Westphalia Electricity Works manager Dietmar 
Kuhnt once reaffirmed that the electricity industry will 
not build another nuclear power plant against the will of 
“one of the large parties.” 


Rexrodt wants to stick to nuclear energy to ensure the 
competitiveness of German industry and for environ- 
mental reasons. The minister sees the danger that cheap 
nuclear energy might otherwise be imported from other 
countries. 


At the next meeting on 12 May, the energy savings and 
nonnuclear energy sources will be discussed. Represen- 
tatives of Bonn’s government parties, the SPD, and the 
Greens will meet in a small group on 3 May. 


Rise in Right-Wing, Left-Wing Violence Feared 


AU2104121893 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 21 
Apr 93 p 2 


[Report by Johnny Erling: “No Reason for All-Clear’’] 


[Text] Hannover—Politically motivated acts of violence 
are increasing in Germany. In parallel to the xenophobic 
wave of extreme-right violence in the past two years, the 
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acts of violence motivated by left-wing extremism have 
also been increasing again. In its latest analysis of the 
situation, the Office for the Protection of the Constitu- 
tion (BFV) fears that right-wing and left-wing violence 
will mutually escalate. 


BFYV President Eckart Werthebach said that the slight 
decrease in xenophobic attacks by mght-wing extremists, 
which has been ascertained for a few months, is also due 
to the success of countermeasures by the state. However, 
he does not yet see a reason for the all-clear, he stressed 
before the Bundestag Interior Committee meeting on the 
topic of “politically motivated violence in Germany.” 
Werthebach fears that the aggressions of militant right- 
wing extremists will erupt in other fields, and the vio- 
lence between extremists of both sides might increase 
considerably. In the extreme-left scene, “the prepared- 
ness to attack persons in a carefully directed way, par- 
ticularly in the antifascist struggle, has increased. Mili- 
tant right-wing extremists are also increasingly preparing 
for the fight against political opponents, the leftists.” 


According to BFV information, in 1992 2,506 acts of 
violence with an extreme-nght and primarily xeno- 
phobic background were committed (1991: 1483), 972 
attacks (1991: 797) were attributed to extreme-left 
offenders. At the same time, the number of violent acts 
between left-wing and nght-wing extremists doubled. In 
389 cases (1991: 132) “leftists” took action “against 
rightists” and in 93 cases (1991: 91) “mghtists against 
leftists.” By mid-April, the Federal Office of Criminal 
Investigation (BKA) counted another 249 violent acts of 
this kind, with the left attacking the right 196 times. 


The BFV estimates that all over the FRG there are 6,400 
“right-wing” extremists and 6,000 “militant leftists” 
who are prepared for violence. The organizational level, 
communications, and the powers of mobilization of 
left-wing extremists and autonomous groups are greater 
than those of the left—still. 
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Poll Shows Balladur’s Popularity at Record High 


PM2204083393 Paris LE MONDE in French 20 Apr 93 
p? 


[Unattributed report: “Record Popularity’) 


[Text] The IFOP monthly poll published in LE 
JOURNAL DU DIMANCHE for 18 April shows that 
Edouard Balladur is beating all records for the popularity 
of prime ministers since the beginning of the Fifth 
Republic with 56 percent “satisfied” in April, as against 
only 12 percent “dissatisfied.” Mr. Balladur receives a 
rating 3 percentage points better than Pierre Mauroy and 
Michel Rocard (53 percent) and over 20 percent better 
than Jacques Chirac during the first cohabitation period 
in 1986. 


This popularity is attributable in particular to the 
opinion which left-wing sympathizers have formed of 
the prime minister. A SOFRES poll for the TF | program 
“Sept sur Sept” shows that 29 percent of these sympa- 
thizers (as against 70 percent of people with right-wing 
sympathies) were “rather pleasantly surprised” by 
Edouard Balladur’s general policy statement and by his 
government's first decisions while 19 percent (as against 
5 percent on the right) were “disappointed.” 


The IFOP poll also shows that, as in 1986, Francois 
Mitterrand is regaining ground, with 34 percent “satis- 
fied” as against 24 percent in March and 55 percent 
“dissatisfied” as against 62 percent the previous month. 
The “cohabitation” effect, which, unlike in 1986, did not 
anticipate the results of the parliamentary elections, is 
again making itself felt. 


Ministers Comment on Possible Salary Cuts 


AU2104172493 Paris AFP in English 1624 GMT 21 Apr 
93 


[Text] Paris, April 21 (AFP)}—Many members of 
France’s three-week-old conservative government said 
Wednesday [21 April] they are willing to take pay cuts to 
set the example for “sacrifices” Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur has called for to revive the economy. 


Speaking after a report Wednesday in the satiric inves- 
tigative weekly, LE CANARD ENCHAINE, that Bal- 
ladur planned to slap ministers with a 10 percent pay cut, 
Justice Minister Pierre Mehaignerie told reporters: “The 
ministers should set the example.” 
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Government spokesman Nicolas Sarkozy said no deci- 
sion had been taken on the matter, but added, “a 10 
percent pay cut for ministers would be an excellent .... 
(if) symbolic gesture.” 


“It is normal that we participate in a general effort,” 
agreed Foreign Minister Alain Juppe. 


“If this is confirmed as part of a general effort, I think it 
would be an excellent idea,”’ echoed Pascal Clement, the 
minister in charge of relations with parliameant. 


The only note of discord came from Lucette Michaux- 
Chevry, the junior minister of humanitarian action and 
human rghts. 


“I make less than Jacques Calvet (the chairman of the 
Peugot-Citroen automotive group) and I work at least as 
much as he does,”” she complained. 


But Civil Service Minister Andre Rossinot said all this 
was theoretical. 


“Nothing will be decided until we know the state of the 
country’s finances and the prime minister talks to union 
leaders,” he said. 


Balladur, in a television appearance Sunday night had 
said he would call for “efforts and sacrifice from all 
French people” because his government “has no choice” 
in the face of a tough economic situation. 


He acknowledged that he would be forced to take 
“unpopular” measures, but that they would be “equita- 
ble and evenly distributed” and, hopefully, “temporary 
if things improve.” 


All government ministers in France—including the 
prime minister—get a basic salary of 38,337.58 francs 
(7,099.55 dollars), according to budget ministry figures. 


In addition, they receive a residency bonus of 1,150 
francs (212.96 dollars) and a family bonus that varies 
depending on the number of their children. 


The perks include an official residence, a car with 
chauffeur and a bodyguard. 


The CANARD ENCHAINE report said Balladur would 
announce the cuts when he presents his budget to the 
National Assembly on May 5. It also said the govern- 
ment planned to follow up the move by imposing pay 
cuts on some of the country’s 2.6 million state 
employees. 
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Colombo Warns Serbs Against ‘Arrogance,’ 
‘Violence’ 
PM2104161093 Milan in Italian 20 Apr 93 p 14 


[Unattributed report: “Colombo: “Serbs’ Arrogance and 
Violence””] 


[Text] Rome—Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo holds 
the view that, on Bosnia, it is necessary “to keep dialogue 
open right to the end,” but he wondered whether, faced 
with the Serbs’ “arrogance” and “violence,” “it may be 
necessary to think of ways to reduce the Serbs’ military 
potential.” Talking to journalists after his meeting yes- 
terday with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anatoliy 
Zlenko, who has been visiting Rome since Sunday 
evening [18 April], and with whom he reviewed the crisis 
in the former Yugoslavia among other topics, Colombo 
added that “it is time the Serbs realized that this arro- 
gance and this violence worry everybody.” 


Colombo insisted on the need for the cease-fire to be 
observed and that there should be no “increase in the 
Serbs’ territorial presence,” pointing out that, on the 
contrary, the Vance-Owen plan provides for Serbian 
withdrawal. Referring to the Serbs, Colombo spoke of a 
“lack of the will to discuss.” Finally, he mentioned 
toughening sanctions: “If even those fail to stop the 
Serbs,” he added, “perhaps we should look at ways to 
reduce their military potential.” 


Amato Delivers Speech to Parliament 21 Apr 
LD2104232393 


{Editorial report] Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian at 1600 GMT on 21 April broadcasts a live 
speech by President Amato to the Italian parliament. 


At 1605 GMT, the camera switches to the debate in the 
Chamber of Deputies. A correspondent inside the 
chamber speaks to the camera, but is overtaken by a 
voiceover in mid-sentence by Giuliano Amato. He says: 
“...the sections of the state budget. Let us try to be aware 
of this. The abolition of state financing is not an end in 
itself. It is a manifestion of something more: the repudi- 
ation of parties seen as on a par with public bodies and 
placed among them. Therefore there is an authentic 
change of regime, which, after 70 years, is bringing about 
the demise of the state-party model which was intro- 
duced into Italy by Fascism and which the Republic 
ended up inheriting, confining itself to changing a sin- 
gular to a plural.” 


Amato goes on to say that the trade unions, too, are 
seeking to reform themselves. He states: “This parlia- 
ment finds itself in a peculiar situation which only has 
the appearance of being contradictory—that of seeing 
the rules from which it was born being superseded, and 
that of being invested by the electorate with the unre- 
nounceable task of altering the rules and thus preparing 
and organizing the change that has been demanded. It is 
not in fact an impossible task, and it is wrong of anyone 
to believe it to be such.” 
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He continues by saying that Spain after Franco, that 
South Africa, and that the post-communist world face 
and have faced more drastic transformations than Italy. 
He says: “Let us not forget the essence of the will 
embodied in the referendum—in the original back- 
ground to it and in its concrete expression. What is 
certainly and irrevocably being demanded is a democ- 
racy that is cleaner, but people also want it to be a 
working and effective democracy, based on clear major- 
ities and stable governments. In an Italy shaken by the 
events surrounding Tangentopoli [the bribes scandal 
that has implicated important politicians] and by the 
accusations of collusion with organized crime that have 
been leveled against important politicians, there is a real 
risk that the ferment of protest and sentiments of revolt 
can grow without being given a reply. That better system 
of government, however, that has been suggested for 
some time now and which is capable of striking at the 
roots of the evil that hangs over us cannot be outside 
such a reply. 


“Have we not said many times that there is an unfailing 
correlation between widespread corruption and the 
feeling of impunity that grows in a democracy that lacks 
alternating governments? Have we not seen in wide- 
spread corruption the final blood poisoning of a demo- 
cratic organism deprived of the periodic replacements of 
which functioning democracies avail themselves? If it is 
true that there is no coincidence in the fact that the 
explosion has come after the end of communism, when 
the historical reason which prevented alternating gov- 
ernments has faded away, the answer to what is hap- 
pening is to reabsorb protest in a democracy that is no 
longer blocked, to build groups which can reach mutual 
agreement for the sake of governing, to build, if I may 
Say SO, a governing left of which Italy does not have a 
lesser need but a growing one. This left does not confine 
itself to marches, protests, proclamations, and condem- 
nations, but is capable of translating all this into respon- 
sible choices and decisions, capable of sustaining and 
producing positive effects in the global village which 
contains the international market and in which Europe, 
of which we are and must remain a part, holds a leading 
place.” 


Amato continues by saying that the vacuum of power has 
damaged the economy. The deficit in public finances still 
needs to be addressed, he says, although some progress 
has been made. The government has worked with com- 
mitment even in the last few weeks. He says: “The 
government has in fact made breaks and changes which 
are important, and in the very areas covered by the 
referendums has promoted and in some cases antici- 
pated the results the referendums were driving toward. 
At the same time, the referendum vote itself, precisely 
for the reasons that I mentioned at the start, represents 
too significant a break to allow us to continue in govern- 
ment inside a political framework marked by rules and 
constraints that the electorate showed it wanted 
annulled. A sign of clear discontinuity is needed. If the 
parties really want to be present at the new appointments 
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to which the referendum results call them, they should 
dedicate themselves to the restoration of links with 
society which in certain instances have been broken.” 


He goes on to say that parties should work alongside 
citizens and adds, “May government policy and the 
government that will need to be formed emerge on the 
basis of the autonomy of parliament and its political 
bodies, which are today the only institutions based on 
that popular mandate which is today the sole lasting 
source of legitimacy and legitimation of the directions 
and choices that will have to be adopted between now 
and the elections, under the lofty guarantee of the head 
of state. 


“Those are the considerations | wanted to submit to the 
scrutiny of the chamber. | intend to listen to the debate 
on them which you are about to open, to draw at the end 
of it the conclusions that will be necessary.” 


His speech ends at 1615 GMT. 
‘Abolished’ Minister Views Post-Referendum 
Status 


PM2204114093 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 21 
Apr 93 p Il 


{Report by Alessandra Longo: “Guillotined, But Stull 
Alive”’] 


[Excerpts] Rome—What, in the popular imagination, do 
the ministers revoked by the referenda do the day after? 


[passage omitted] 


Who will discuss milk quotas at EC headquarters” Alfred 
Diana, agriculture minister for the past month, is to 
make his first Community trip the very day after the 
referendum which abolished him. On the other hand, 
what else could he do? “I am happy for my wife,” he said 
when he heard the results, thinking of the loneliness of 
his spouse left alone to run the family businesses, “but | 
fear the legislative vacuum...’ Diana went to Sirasbourg 
yesterday [20 April], where the discussion on agricultural 
prices was due to start, with noble intentions: “! am here 
to show our European partners that Italy is not repre- 
sented by an empty chair...’ Perhaps the chair is not 
empty, but there are those who fear greatly for the 
outcome of all the negotiations open at Community 
level. Next Monday [26 April] the cause of our milk 
quotas will have to be defended. Will the self-confessed 
ghost minister succeed in getting heard anyway? And in 
future, who will represent Italy? A coordinator of 
regional authorities’ agriculture councillors? Diana ruled 
that out: “The Treaty of Rome states that each indi- 
vidual state has responsibility in Community matters 
with regard to the other member states.” No, the GATT 
agreement cannot be left in the hands of the Trentino- 
Alto Adige Region, people are whispering at the min- 
istry. The Italians have abolished the ministry, the 
minister, and the under secretary, but “not the ministry's 
functions.’ The minister is not going to resign, he is 
waiting. Whatever cannot be transferred to the regional 
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authorities (direction, coordination, relations with the 
international community, intervention in the market- 
place...) will obviously have to find a home. Well, there 
is a basic text to assess... “There is a bill submitted to 
parliament by the ministry,” Diana said, “and if it were 
approved, it could meet expectations...” 


What about timing? Once the popular consultation’s 
results have been officially published, the two beheaded 
ministers will be allowed a 60-day period of respite from 
the effects of the referendum’s outcome: two months in 
which to fill the vacuum which so concerns Diana. There 
are many possible scenarios: from a department under 
the aegis of the Prime Minister's Office, to a new 
ministry, possibly without portfolio, to a more manage- 
rial-sounding name (Ministry for Agriculture, Food, and 
the Rural World). 


Is a super-muinistry about to see the light, paradoxically? 
PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] member Alberto 
Bencista, Tuscany’s regional councillor for agriculture, 
immediately warned: “The ministry must not be 
reformed: It has been abolished.” The warning is 
directed not so much at Diana, who at this point is 
heading down sunset boulevard, but rather at Valdo 
Spini, his counterpart in the Environment Ministry, who 
is apparently not averse to the idea of inheriting respon- 
sibility for parks, forests, and protected areas. [passage 
omitted] 


Poll Shows Voters Would Support Segni Party 


PM2104160893 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 20 Apr 
93 p3 


{[Unattributed report: ““Segni for Palazzo Chigi’’’] 


[Text] Milan—According to an opinion poll conducted 
simultaneously with the referendum, [Popular Reform 
Movement leader] Mario Segni is the political figure 
whom the Italians would like to have for prime minister. 
In the view of 13 percent of respondents interviewed by 
the Cirm Institute on behalf of TGS [TV news], Amato's 
successor should be the referendum leader, followed, 
with 12 percent of the consensus, by Republican Deputy 
Giuseppe Ayala, the former Palermo judge. In third 
position comes [Radical leader] Marco Pannella (9 per- 
cent), followed by [Northern League Secretary] Umberto 
Bossi (5 percent), and [Rete Secretary] Leoluca Orlando 
(4 percent). 


If, on the other hand, elections were to be held today to 
renew the Chamber of Deputies, the DC [Christian 
Democratic Party] would still be the first party from the 
governing majority with a 22 percent consensus, as 
against the 28.7 percent it had on 5 April last year. The 
second party would be the PDS [Democratic Party of the 
Left] with 22 percent (1.9 percent up on last year), 
followed by the Northern League with 15 percent (up 7.3 
percent). In fourth place comes the MSI [Italian Social 
Movement] with 9 percent (up 3.6 percent), followed by 
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the PSI [Italian Socialist Party] with 8 percent (down 5.6 
percent), and Communist Renaissance with 7 percent 
(up 1.4 percent). 


But if the lists included that of Mario Segni’s likely new 
party, the Popular Reform Movement, the scenario in 
the Chamber of Deputies would be different again, and 
the price would be paid by the major parties, from whom 
Segni would “steal” 8 percent of the consensus, emerging 
in fourth place alongside the MSI. 


The Cirm Institute also calculated how the Senate would 
look if, at the last elections (5 April 1992), the electoral 
law modified by the “yes” vote had been in force. The 
DC would gain 10 percent of seats (from 34 to 44 
percent), the PDS would lose | percent (from 20 to 19 
percent), the PSI would move up | percentage point, 
while the Northern League would gain 2 percent (from 8 
to 10 percent). A different fate, however, would await the 
smaller parties, whose presence in the Senate would be 
drastically cut. Communist Renaissance would drop 
from 6 percent to 2 percent, the MSI from 5 percent to 3 
percent, the PRI [Italian Republican Party] from 3 
percent to | percent, and the PLI [Italian Liberal Party] 
and the Greens from 2 percent to | percent. The PSDI 
{Italian Social Democratic Party] and the Rete would 
keep the same number of seats, with | percent each. 


Finally, the poll examined the Italians’ political choices 
not by party but by political area. The result was that the 
majority of votes, namely 36 percent, would go to 
left-wing coalitions (Communist Renaissance, PDS, PSI, 
PSDI, and Rete), 29 percent to centrist groupings (DC 
and traditional, nondenominational parties), 19 percent 
to a progressive area (Pannella, Greens, and Rete, with a 
certain amount of Northern League and PRI presence), 
and 16 percent to the “right wing” (identified as MSI, 
PLI, and the Northern League). 


Napolitano Viewed Possible Prime Minister 
Choice 


PM2104155093 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 21 
Apr 93 p 7 


[Giorgio Battistini report: “Amato Passes. Is It Napoli- 
tano’s Turn?” } 


[Text] Rome—The DC [Christian Democratic Party] is 
politely distancing itself from [Prime Minister] Amato. 
The PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] is sticking to its 
call for an institutional government thinking of 
[Chamber of Deputies Speaker] Napolitano, not ruling 
out [former Constitutional Court Chairman] Elia, and 
pushing for [Popular Reform Movement leader] Mario 
Segni). The PSI [Italian Socialist Party] is dallying, with 
[PSI Secretary] Benvenuto feeling like Penelope weaving 
the impossible web of unity on the Left. The Northern 
League is almost playing into [PDS Secretary] Occhetto’s 
hands as an anti-DC and anti-PSI ploy. So suddenly 
Giorgio Napolitano’s rating to lead a government which 
is both authoritative and a guarantee, committed to 
writing the new electoral rules, is climbing. 
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It is climbing after a big slump in recent weeks, due to 
opposition on the part of the DC which has apparently 
now weakened in ‘he face of much greate. worries. In the 
Piazza del Gesu headquarters], it is feared that the 
sensational success o! the “yes” vote may push toward a 
mandate being given to Mano Segni (whose candidacy to 
the Palazzo Chigi [government seat] has already been put 
forward by the Referendum Committee). The prospect 
of a former DC member—who left the party a few weeks 
ago—being installed in the Palazzo Chigi would be a far 
more “punitive” result for the crossed shield [DC 
symbol] than PDS member Napolitano: a disastrous own 
goal. Indeed the DC has corrected its aim. “A govern- 
ment detached from the parties is not an intolerable 
challenge: If that is the institutional government, then 
that is fine by me,” [DC Secretary] Mino Martinazzoli 
admitted, discovering the same political aims as 
Occhetto. 


Having begun by saying that there is no strict relation- 
ship between the referendum and a change of govern- 
ment (which “cannot be neutral” with regard to electoral 
reform, and which will have to manage “the economy by 
the hour”), the DC secretary warned: “We are not setting 
any conditions. But we are setting ourselves and Amato 
the condition of an increase in this government's 
authority. That means a new government which, if it 
demands sacrifices from anybody, must demand sacri- 
fices from everybody.” 


In other words, if it is incapable of broadening the 
majority by convincing the PDS, the PRI [Italian Repub- 
lucan Party], and possibly the League (a highly unlikely 
venture as things stand today), it will have to sacrifice 
‘wself. The PSI is virtually washing its hands of any pan 
in the proceedings, while sparing a thought for Amato's 
feelings. “No names, no vetoes to impose or to have 
imposed. The choice is [President] Scalfaro’s alone,” 
Giorgio Benvenuto said. “The important thing 1s that it 
take place without interference from the parties, and that 
the choice of ministers be the exclusive responsibility of 
the prime minister designate. That in itself would be a 
new and extraordinary signal. It would be strange if the 
parties, deprived of the power to choose ministers, 
wanted to be the ones to appoint the prime minister 
designate.” The PRI also embraced the cause of an 
institutional government as being a break with the past, 
its condition for a return to the majority. And even the 
PSDI [Italian Social Democratic Party] has discovered 
that “Amato's experience is positive, but his cabinet 1s 
the expression of political equilibriums which no longer 
exist. We must transcend them.” So Napolitano’s rating 
is on the way up, after a sensational vote which ts forcing 
everybody to review everything, emphasizing the need 
fur a clear break with the past 


While waiting for Amato to clarify his intentions in 
Montecitorio [parliament] this evening, all eyes are on 
the PDS’ decisions. “Let's be honest,” [League leader] 
Umberto Bossi confirmed: “The PDS 1s holding the 
cards of government right now.” While wanting for 
Occhetto (to speak Thursday [22 April] in the Chamber 
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of Deputies), a restricted summit meeting confirmed the 
conditions of the PDS, a party which everybody wants in 
the majority and which (alone, except for the League) 
does not fear early elections. ““The government has to be 
institutional, we have no second choices; it will have to 
be formed around an agreement designed to include, 
among other things, electoral reform,’ Fabio Mussi, the 
man who organized Botteghe Oscure’s [PDS headquar- 
ters’] referendum campaign, explained: “Without us, 
there would have been no referendum; we collected and 
deposited 349,000 signatures calling for it.” 


Names? “The list of people with the required qualities, 
offering the highest guarantees, is not just one name 
long; it could be longer than you think,”’ Davide Visani 
added, speaking on the secretary's behalf. It is well 
known that in the past the PDS had extended the list to 
include former Constitutional Court chairmen (thinking 
of Elia, Conso, and Corasaniti), without ruling out 
figures such as [Bank of I.aly Governor] Carlo Azeglio 
Ciampi, and [economist) FP mano Prodi, although they 
have too high an economic profile for a moment of high 
politics like that which is now beginning. Naturally, 
there are also those “brandishing” the Mario Segni 
hypothesis: “It would not cause us any embarrassment, 
but you try asking in Piazza del Gesu'’’ Mussi joked. 


This is the turning point. The novelty which on the eve 
of the debate in parliament casts its shadow over the 
possibility of a second Amato government, however 
broadened and presidential in the way it chooses its 
ministers in an autonomous fashion. In Segni’s and the 
PDS’ referendum, Occhetto has defeated the external 
(and internal) “no's,” and has ended up shining all the 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 33 


more in the light of the difficulties of a DC which admits 
it is ready to make “some sacrifices.” 


Occhetto firmly intends not to devalue this moment's 
political meaning. So it seems increasingly unlikely that 
a historic entry into the government (after the fall of the 
Wall and the end of the Cold War) will occur “under” a 
Socialist prime minister thrown up by a system defeated 
by the referendum: “We get the impression that there is 
an attempt to push the PDS’ position to the sidelines, in 
order to make room for an Amato mark II,” Cesare Salvi 
protesied. 


While waiting for Occhetto (and the others), the ques- 
tions are all on what Amato will do. He is to speak today 
at 1700, live on TV. Tomorrow, all the leaders will 
speak, and at the end the prime minister will draw the 
conclusions. Quite, but which ones? Will he resign 
tomorrow evening? Nobody knows. It is what all the 
parties expect—a virtually unanimous opinion yesterday 
morning at the floor leaders’ conference at Montecitono. 


In the afternoon came the doubts. There will be no 
negative vote at the end of the debate, so as not to 
jeopardize the future. It is known that the Quirinale 
[president's palace] is hostile to power vacuums (the 
schematic formula is: “One comes out, another one goes 
in”), and before saying good-bye to Amato, Scalfaro 
wants to find out if there is a solid agreement to replace 
him. This will happen between Friday [23 Appril] and 
Saturday, in a series of rapid consultations at the Quiri- 
nale. And then? DC floor leader Gerardo Bianco 
summed it up: “There has to be a government. The 
scenario is not yet clear; anything could happen.” 
[Deputy Prime Minister] Fabio Fabbri confirmed, on 
Amato's behalf: “We must first wait and see what 
emerges from the debate...” 
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Solana, Vargas View Yugoslav Issues 
LD2104172993 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1300 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Text] In connection with the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia, Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana said 
today that the international community is at the limit of 
its reasonable capacity for patience. As regards Spain's 
participation in actions of force against Serbia, the 
Spanish foreign minister said that there is a commitment 
to the peaceful resolution of this problem, but that if the 
international community decides to take steps of another 
kind, Spain would also be able to fulfill its responsibili- 
ties. Javier Solana added that should the latest UN 
resolution-——which imposes a total embargo on Serbia 
and comes into effect on 25 April—not bear fruit, 
consideration could be given to abandoning the course of 
diplomacy and taking other paths. 


For his part, Spanish Defense Minister Julian Garcia 
Vargas recalled that there is fighting in the area of Bosnia 
where Spanish soldiers are stationed and that the possi- 
bility of casualties cannot be ruled out. 


a Group Confronts Cuban Culture 
inister 


PA2104022193 Madrid EFE in Spanish 2028 GMT 20 
Apr 93 


[Text] Madrid, 20 Apr (EFE}—A group of people 
opposed to Fidel Castro were violently dislodged at the 
end of a news conference given by Cuban Culture 
Minister Armando Hart in the Spanish capital. A 
member of the group was slightly injured in the scuffle. 


An altercation began during the question and answer 
period, when members of the Federation of Political 
Prisoners in Europe [Federacion de Presos Politicos en 
Europa), the Independent and Democratic Cuba Party 
[Partido Cuba Independiente y Democratica], and the 
Spanish Democratic Alternative Party [Partido Alterna- 
tiva Democratica Espanola] expressed doubts aboui the 
virtues of the Cuban system as presented by Hart. 


The approximately 300 persons gathered at the head- 
quarters of the Hispanic-Cuban Friendship Association 
started booing and insulting the “Miami worms” [term 
used in Cuba to describe Cuban counterrevolutionaries] 
and interrupting them when they tried to speak. 


The situation worsened when Aurelio Valdama, member 
of the Spanish Democratic Alternative and president of 
the Hispanic-Cuban National Association, asked Hart 
about the “54,000 political prisoners who are currently 
in Cuban jails,” and if the members of the Cuban 
Government eat herbs and flowers “as they recommend 
to the Cuban people.” 


After several minutes of booing from the public 
attending the event, Hart said that Valdama was “nos- 
talgic of Batista, adding that he would not reply to 
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“groundless provocations and insults, and therefore 
would give him a silent reply.“ 


Valdama immediately tried to take the floor again, but 
several members of the Hispanic-Cuban Friendship 
Association asked him to leave the room. When Val- 
dama refused to leave, there was a struggle in which 
those accompanying Hart participated. Valdama was 
cornered against a window and cut by splintered glass. 


In a statement to EFE, Valdama said that one of the 
injuries on his face, a cut measuring approximately 5 cm 
above one of his eyes, was caused by one of Minister 
Hart's “body guards,”’ who hit him with the butt of his 


gun. 


Valdama announced that he would file charges with the 
police against the Hispanic-Cuban Friendship Associa- 
tion and the Cuban Embassy in Madrid for the attack he 
suffered. 


The group opposed to Fidel Castro told EFE that their 
intention was not “to disrupt the event,”’ but simply to 
ask Minister Hart about the political situation in Cuba. 
“They would not even allow us to speak, and the meeting 
ended as a monologue,” they added. 


They finally said that the individuals who attacked them 
and forced them to leave the room were “gorillas” from 
the Cuban Embassy. 


Guerra Yields to Gonzalez To Block ‘Renewalisis’ 


PM2004080093 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 12 Apr 93 p 8 


[Rosa Paz report: “Guerra Gives Way To Prevent 
Gonzalez From Favoring Renewalists”} 


[Text] Madrid—Alfonso Guerra has accepted Felipe 
Gonzalez’ proposals, which were unanimously approved 
by the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] Execu- 
tive Committee Saturday, provided that the loss of his 
personal power entailed by not heading the electoral 
committee or the lists committee will not favor the 
party's renewalist sector, Socialist sources told LA VAN- 
GUARDIA. This is apparently one of the factors which 
facilitated the agreement which Gonzalez and Guerra 
reached Friday (9 April] evening at the meeting attended 
by Interior Minister Jose Luis Corcuera and Andalusian 
premier Manuel Chaves—both of thern with the secre- 
tary general—and by Jose Maria Benegas and Francisco 
Fernandez Marugan—with the party's number two. 
Gonzalez spoke of a possible early election at the 
meeting. 


According to the sources, Guerra demanded at the 
meeting that power remain clearly in Gonzalez’ hands, 
and that none of the most prominent renewalists, such 
as, for instance, Narcis Serra, Joaquin Leguina, Joaquin 
Almunia, or Jose Bono, take part in the political and 
electoral strategy committee, which will be chaired by 
the secretary general and whose members he will appoint 
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personally. It was already outlined at the meeting what 
will be the makeup of that body, which will lead the party 
at least until the election and probably until the holding 
of the party congress a few months later. No names were 
given at the Executive Committee meeting. 


Those consulted state that the electoral committee will 
be made up of apparatus people and “barons” who have 
not clearly committed themselves to the renewalist 
sector. Thus the names discussed at the meeting include, 
in addition io Gonzalez and Guerra, those of Chaves 
himself, Ramon Jauregui, Joan Lerma, or Felix Pons, 
who in the Guerraists’ opinion, have stayed “neutral” in 
the internal conflict. Fernandez Marugan, who has been 
in charge of drafting the election program since January, 
will also take part in that body. However, the sources 
believe that it is unlikely that any minister—even Cor- 
cuera—will be included, because he is also responsible 
for the conduct of the whole electoral process, which is 
organized and centralized at the Interior Ministry. 


Prominent Guerraists acknowledged yesterday that 
Guerra has also given way over the chairmanship of the 
lists committee, which will now fall to Gonzalez, and 
also over the fact that political responsibilities in the 
Executive Committee over the Filesa affair have been 
acknowledged, whereas he had hithert. «>™ained firm in 
his refusal to acknowledge a link between that enterprise 
and the PSOE’s finances, and left any responsibility for 
the law to decide. Nevertheless, they showed themselves 
pleased that it had been possible “to save Benegas’ 
head.” In the opinion of other Socialists, this was the 
secretary general's major concession in return for staging 
a “coup de main” in the party. 


The agreement reached Friday was not made known to 
any other Executive Committee member until Saturday 
morning, when they arrived at the Ferraz Street head- 
quarters; nor were the contents, which were set out by 
Gonzalez to the leadership in plenary session, explained 
to them. There were subsequently some critical state- 
ments by Guerraists such as Minister Matilde Fernan- 
dez, who asked the secretary general whether he was not 
afraid of being criticized as a “Caesarist,” following his 
decision to appropriate all power in the party. Neverthe- 
less, ali the Guerraists consulted showed themseives 
satisfied with the decisions made in order to respond to 
the Filesa affair and the internal division, and described 
the agreement as “good and sound.” 


The renewalists showed themselves equally satisfied, the 
main thing in their opinion being that Felipe Gonzalez’ 
authority has been strengthened and that political 
responsibilities for the alleged irregular funding have 
been accepted. They also emphasize that the political 
and electoral strategy committee means that “Guerra is 
no longer the one who is in charge in the party,” and also 
makes it possible to adjust the balance of forces in the 
PSOE leadership, admitting other people unconnected 
with Guerraism. In the opinion of prominent renewal- 
ists, a new stage is beginning with the establishment of a 
new leadership model and with the certainty that 
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Gonzalez will guarantee internal pluralism and the cohe- 
sion of the message to society. 


Calling Election Signals No Peseta Devaluation 


PM2104095393 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 15 Apr 93 p 62 


[Report by Mariano Guindal and Primo Gonzalez: 
“Government Draws Up Plan To Preserve Monetary 
Stability Until Election”™] 


[Excerpt] Madnd—Pnme Minister Felipe Gonzalez met 
at the Moncloa Palace with Economy Minister Carlos 
Solchaga and Bank of Spain Governor Luis Ange! Rojo 
Tuesday in order to examine the latest attacks sustained 
by the peseta and to prepare a strategy to ensure mone- 
tary stability until the general election 1s held 


According to what LA VANGUARDIA has been able to 
learn, one of the decisive factors in the decision to 
advance calling an election was the fear of a severe attack 
on the peseta. Once the political uncertainty in France 
was dispelled, the peseta was becoming the speculators’ 
target, and the possibility of a third devaluation of the 
Spanish currency and its withdrawal from the European 
Monetary System (EMS) was even being discussed 


As Felipe Gonzalez himself explained Monday. the 
uncertainties have been dispelled by calling the election. 
since the markets are aware that no government devalues 
its currency in the middle of an election campaign 


According to the economic and financial analysts, the 
government is determined to defend the stability of the 
peseta, even if this entails a considerable loss of foreign 
currency through the Bank of Spain's interventions, and 
even a rise in interest rates. Employers’ organization 
chairman Jose Maria Cuevas himself has asserted that 
the government will maintain the peseta’s exchange rate 
for political reasons, “even if measures difficult to 
understand from an economic viewpoint have to be 
adopted to achieve this.” 


According to government sources, calling an early elec- 
tion was a clear message to the markets that the peseta 
will not be devalued. This idea has been reinforced by 
the statements by People’s Party Chairman Jose Maria 
Aznar, who for the first time showed himself emphatic in 
support of monetary stability and keeping the peseta in 
the EMS, and opposed to a third devaluation 


It should be recalled that Spain's foreign currency 
reserves total around $48.131 billion, which is virtually 
the same level that was reached in the worst moments of 
the monetary storm in early December, when the low 
point of $47.541 billion was reached. [passage omiticd] 
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Pol! Shows People’s Party Would Lead in Votes 
LD1704194193 Madrid RNE Internationai in Spanish 
1300 GMT 17 Apr 93 


[Text] The People’s Party, the biggest Spanish opposi- 
tion party, would win the general elections in Spain if the 
situation does not change before 6 June, the date set for 
the next legislative elections. This was said today by the 
Madnd daily EL MUNDO, which publishes the most 
important details of a macro-poll carried out by the 
Sigma-Dos company, which it will publish in its entirety 
from tomorrow. 


The daily adds that for the first time in its history the 
People’s Party is above the Socialist Party in voting 
intentions, and the United Left coalition is experiencing 
a considerable rise. The poll also says that the Demo- 
cratic and Social Center, the party founded by former 
prime minister Adolfo Suarez, is compleitly wiped out. 


PSOE, PP ‘Neck and Neck’ 
PM2204102393 Madrid YA in Spanish 18 Apr 93 p 3 


(Unattributed report: “Spanish Socialist Workers Party 
and People’s Party Neck and Neck in Voting Inten- 
tions”) 


[Text] Madrid—The PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party] and the People’s Party are virtually neck and neck 
at around 7 million votes, according to the latest opinion 
poll conducted by the Gallup Institute exclusively for YA 
in the second half of March. The Socialists and the 
People’s Party achieve 35.3 percent of valid voting 
intentions. These results represent a considerable 
recovery by the PSOE and a continuation of the upward 
trend consolidated by the People’s Party. 


In fact, at the time that the poll was conducted, the 
Socialist Party succeeded in scoring over 7 million votes 
again, after being below 6 million votes in the previous 
Gallup poll for February 


Abstentionists 


The PSOE’s electoral recovery is based on several fac- 
tors: 


—There is a fall in the abstentionists who voted for the 
PSOE in 1989. While this group was 2.1 million voters 
in February, it constituted only 1.3 million in March. 


—In the transfer of votes, the PSOE improves its record 
in the exchange with the People’s Party, although the 
balance remains in favor of Aznar’s party, which 
receives 443,000 former Socialist votes and yields 
144,000 votes to the PSOE. 


~-The PSOE also increases its harvest of votes from the 
United Left, other right-wing and left-wing groups, 
and the pockets of abstention. On the other hand, the 
transfer of former CDS [Democratic and Social 
Center] votes has ceased. 
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For its part, the maintenan:« of votes for the People’s 
Party, also exce. ding 7 millioa, is to be explained by 
these points’ 


—There is also a fall in the number of its voters 
intending to abstain, as against 1989. However, the 
transfer of votes from the CDS, totaling 373,000, is 
beginning. 

—The transfer of votes from other right-wing parties 
(239,000) and from the 1989 abstentionists (974,000) 
is increasing. 

The United Left keeps its forecast votes within a range of 
between 2 million and 2.5 million votes, which repre- 
sents 11.9 percent of valid votes. For the grouping 
coordinated by Anguita, the half a million votes which it 
receives from those “disillusioned” with the PSOE are 
an important electoral source. 


Convergence and Union also keeps its constants stable at 
over 800,000 votes (4.3 percent), and this enables the 
coalition led by Pujol, Roca, and Duran : Lleida to 
maintain its expectation of defeating the Socialists in 
Catalonia for the first time in a general election. 


Extraparliamentary Parties 


With respect to the other parties running in the election, 
a reduction of their electoral base—albeit not very 
marked—is to be observed, irrespective of their right or 
left orientation. This fact, which can be interpreted as a 
more rigorous assessment by voters of the usefulness of 
their votes, will affect the small parties more than the 
regionally based parties. 


The current poll does not reflect the impact of the calling 
of the election announced by Felipe Gonzalez for 6 June, 
but does reflect to a large extent all the information on 
the electoral scene carried by the news media in March. 


A certain mobilization of the electorate seems to be 
indicated by it, which 1s why a fall in the levels of 
abstention, which apparently totals around 2 million, 
has been noted. 


Gallup's final advice is to pay close attention to the 
changes which could occur over the next few weeks, since 
the proximity of the appointment with the polls will 
“heat up” the atmosphere. 


The proliferation of messages, programs, and slogans, 
both at rallies and in the political leaders’ appearances in 
the press and on the radio and television, will also cause 
major cianges in voting intentions. 


* CEOE Chairman Jose Maria Cuevas 
Interviewed 

93ES05374 Madrid CAMBIO 16 in Spanish 15 Mar 93 
p 26 


[Interview with CEOE Chairman Jose Maria Cuevas by 
Carlos Rodriguez Braun, place and date not given: “The 
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Labor Market Is Very Stringent’—introductory para- 
graph in boldface as published] 


[Text] Jose Maria Cuevas, the business owners’ chairman, 
believes that the worst thing that could happen to Spain would 
be a widespread social outcry for protectionism. 


The head of the Spanish Confederation of Entrepre- 
neurial Organizations (CEOE) is a Palencian, born in 
Madrid in 1935, who confirms the belief that very short 
men reach the heights of power. Gleaming in his small 
eyes is the enthusiasm with which he is ready to wage the 
battle on behalf of business owners, considering it the 
battle for the Spanish economy as well. 


[Rodriguez] Did you like the debate on unemployment? 


[Cuevas] No, it was dull, a political ploy that didn’t 
connect with the real problems. 


[Rodriguez] Is unemployment the government's worst 
failure? 


[Cuevas] The unemployment in Spain has both structural 
and cyclical elements. The fact is that certain economic and 
social policies could destroy more employment. That has 
occurred in this legislature, with an international openness 
and an incoherent internal policy, based on increased costs, 
taxes, and public spending. 


[Rodriguez] Was the opening to foreign countries bad? 


[Cuevas] No, but if this continues as it is, the productive 
sectors will become increasingly weakened, and there 
will be a widespread outcry for protectionism. And this 
is the worst thing that could happen to us. 


[Rodriguez] There are some who believe in industnal 
policy for emerging from the crisis: something that 
business owners usually support, even though it entails 
greater public spending. 


[Cuevas] I don’t believe in specific policies for industry. 
In the appeal on the part of those defending them there 
is often a throb of longing for protectionism. What we 
should not do is downgrade our own capital structure, as 
has been done here. Look: In Germany the tax on 
corporations is 50 percent, 15 points above that in Spain. 
But in Germany virtually no taxes are paid on the profits 
that are reinvested! 


[Rodriguez] The trade unions and the government claim 
that unemployment fraud is only 5 percent, and, further- 
more, is the fault of business owners too. 


[Cuevas] I don’t know how much fraud there is. But 
while the trend was at a high rate, in a region as typified 
by unemployment as Andalucia, when there was a load 
of civil works and construction associated with Expo, the 
comment by business owners was that they couldn't 
obtain workers, while the statistics on the unemployed 
hadn’t changed. I’m sick of hearing Andalucian business 
owners claim that they can’t hire anyone legally. There is 
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a diabolical mechanism encouraging fraud among busi- 
ness owners and workers. And the one that invented 1t is 
the government. 


[Rodriguez] But, in any case, there is a high unemploy- 
ment rate in Spain. Why? 


[Cuevas] Because we don’t have a competitive economy. 
Costs in Spain are higher than those in other countries: 
taxes, wages, Social Security, etc. 


[Rodriguez] Have real wages increased less than produc- 
tivity? 


[Cuevas] That may have happened during some year, but 
unit production costs have risen more in Spain than 
abroad. The paradox is that the wage as purchasing 
power is higher in Germany than in Spain, but as cost it 
is lower in Germany. To produce X in Germany costs 
one, and here it costs one and a half. 


[Rodriguez] The trade unions claim that the job market 
is now quite flexible. 


[Cuevas] The Spanish labor market is very stringent; it is 
among the most controlled ones in Europe. The atten- 
tion here is being focused on the rules for layoffs, but it 
isn’t explained that any significant move within a busi- 
ness firm requires authorization. And during recent 
years there has been an introduction of the practice of 
not obtaining any authorization if there is no agreement 
with the trade unions. The unions are quite well aware of 
this, and set their price. And, for this reason, it is 
possible to create a new company in Spain; but what 1s 
impossible is to adjust an already existing company. 


[Rodriguez] But there are many casual workers. 


[Cuevas] When we urged the government to comply with 
the Economic and Social Accord of 1985, Nicolas 
Redondo opposed the implementation of the European 
directives, and once again won the battle. At that time, it 
was decided to open an outlet: temporary work. From 
the beginning, we said that it was a stopgap. There 
should be temporary contracts, but with reason. What 
should have been done was to modernize the permanent 
contract. This wasn’t done, and so we arrived at the 
current duality of the labor market, which harms both 
workers and business owners. Why are there fewer casual 
workers in Germany? Because the permanent contract 1s 
already flexible there. Here, for a company in a crisis 
Situation to survive, it must request a loan in order to be 
able to reduce its permanent personnel. 


* CCOO Secretary General Gutierrez Interviewed 


Y3ES0537B Madrid CAMBIO 16 in Spanish 15 Mar 93 
p 28 


[Interview with CCOO Secretary General Antonio Guti- 
errez by Carlos Rodriguez Braun; place and date not 
given: ““‘The Labor Market Is Very Flexible’’— 
introductory paragraph in boldface as published] 
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[Text] Antonio Gutierrez, secretary general of the CCOO 
[Workers Commissions], upholds the need for an indvs- 
trial policy, and deplores the use of unemployment as an 
electoral pretext. 


One cup of coffee after another, one flue-cured tobacco 
cigarette after another, the Workers Commissions’ leader 
moves his hands slowly, as if trying to reaffirm himself in a 
balance that will keep him separate from the government, the 
opposition, and business owners. In his view, none of them 
are contributing to the solution of the unemployment 
problem. 


{Rodnguez Braun] Did you like the debate on unemploy- 
ment? 


[Gutierrez] It was insufficient and mediocre. The unem- 
ployment data are being used as a pretext for the 
electoral shell game. In the PP [People’s Party], I noticed 
great severity in the charge against the government, and 
the only proposal coming out of Aznar reflected a tone 
that was slightly authoritarian and disturbing in essence, 
regarding flexibility in layoffs. 


{[Rodnguez Braun] What is the government’s worst eco- 
nomic failure? 


[Gutierrez] Having adopted neoliberal theories, and not 
having undertaken the reform that this country needs, in 
its productive structure. There is talk of reforming things 
already reformed, such as the job market, but not of 
changing the model for growth. 


{Rodriguez Braun] How should it be changed? 


[Gutierrez] With more active industnal policies. Here, 
we are more papist than the pope. Japan or the United 
States has no qualms about reactivating the economy 
and backing industrial sectors with a future. 


[Rodriguez Braun] There was an industrial policy in 
Spain. Do you want an even larger INI [National Insti- 
tute of Industry]? 


[Gutierrez] Francoism had no industrial policy, but only 
an imitation of the private sector's fiascos. Under Fran- 
coism, there was no support for sectors of the future. We 
in the Commissions aren't seeking more intervention by 
the state, but rather a qualitative debate on the public 
sector. Spanish capitalism needs support and a public 
stimulus that will pave the way for investment. 


[Rodriguez Braun] What guarantees are there that the 
state will know how to detect sectors with a future? 


[Gutierrez] The public sector doesn’t necessarily select 
better than the private sector. But there are activities 
that have proven themselves to have a future, such as the 
agrofood sector, which we have left in the hands of the 
big multinationals. 


[Rodriguez Braun] The industrial policy is a blend of 
protection and and public spending. How would you 
change this situation? 
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[Gutierrez] With more protection, no. We have sup- 
ported openness since the time of the dictatorship. With 
more public spending, yes: this country can tolerate it, 
but it must be selective and moderate. 


[Rodriguez Braun] More public spending is equivalent to 
higher taxes. Who’s going to pay them? 


[Gutierrez] There is a wide margin in Spain, because the tax 
on net worth makes a ndiculous contribution and that on 
corporations is rather bizarre. The tax pressure must be 
redistributed; it isn’t necessary to raise taxes too much. 


{Rodriguez Braun] Even in the European countries that 
are most serious from a fiscal standpoint there are 
problems with the welfare society. Are they cyclical, or 
do they reveal a crisis in a system that has been built 
precisely on increased public spending? 


[Gutierrez] No one proposes dismantling the welfare 
State, but rather reforming it. 


{Rodriguez Braun] One of the problems of the welfare 
state is fraud. How many Spaniards declare themselves 
unemployed and are lying? 


[Gutierrez] The Labor Ministry itself estimated unem- 
ployment fraud at 5 percent, and most of this fraud is 
associated with business owners. 


[Rodriguez Braun] Then how do you explain the 
extremely high unemployment rate in Spain? 


[Gutierrez] Unemployment has a structural root, as is 
evident in the low rate of activity. The rise in unemploy- 
ment, which came close to 3 million in 1983, occurred 
before our entry into the European Community, and 
became accelerated with the openness. I’m not trying to 
blame the EC. No real industrial reconversion was made 
in Spain: The state and public spending protected a 
process with the misnomer of reconversion, which didn’t 
change the industrial fabric. 


{Rodriguez Braun] Isn’t unemployment related to the 
cost of labor? 


[Gutierrez] Between 1987 and 1991 labor costs in Spain 
increased 2.5 percent, whereas they rose 7.5 percent in 
the EC. And productivity in Spain has increased far 
more than wages: almost 7 percent. The rises in produc- 
tivity have expanded the business surplus. 


[Rodriguez Braun] Isn't unemployment associated with 
the stringency of the labor market? 


[Gutierrez] Business owners treat this problem from a 
legalistic, bureaucratic standpoint, and we believe that 
the problem is related to the organization of labor, the 
economic and industrial policy, etc. The job market is 
very flexible, as is obvious from the 39.4 percent casual 
workers in the private sector. Another fallacy is the 
stringency of the labor contract. Workers with over six 
years’ seniority in their company don’t amount to 40 
percent of the total. 
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Denmark 


Anti-Maastricht Movement Launches Referendum 
Campaign 


P4/2004 144693 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 17 Apr 93 p 4 


[Bo Jeppesen report: “June Movement: A No Is Nyrup 
Rasmussen’s Problem”’] 


[Text] The June Movement would be happy to enter into 
a dialogue with the government, but movement mem- 
bers reject Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussmen’s 
(Social Democratic Party) demand earlier this week that 
those who say no to the Maastricht treaty must tell the 
Danish people what will happen after a Danish no in the 
18 May referendum. 


“We are playing the ball back to Nyrup Rasmussen 
because it is the government which has called yet another 
referendum. The prime minister must tell the people 
what policy the government is contemplating after a no. 
Will they announce Denmark’s withdrawal from the 
EC?” asked Niels I. Meyer at a press conference at which 
the June Movement made presented its campaign. 


Niels I. Meyer said that a new no would be “fairly 
undramatic” because the EC’s heads of government are 
pragmatic people who do not want chaos. The June 
Movement is certain that a no would mean a continua- 
tion of EC cooperation on the basis of the Treaty of 
Rome. 


Kai Lemberg from the June Movement symbolically 
burst four EC balloons to dispel a number of myths 
about what the vote is about. In the view of the June 
Movement the vote is not about Denmark’s continued 
membership of the EC, nor about the national compro- 
mise which sets out the Danish exemptions from the 
Maastricht treaty. 


“We are voting on the spirit of Maastricht,” Kai Lem- 
berg said. 


Drude Dahlerup said that, because the June Movement 
does not consider that there is anything new to vote on, 
the same arguments for a no can be used. 


“People should vote no again, because we are voting on 
the Maastricht treaty for a second time, because we must 
vote no to more bloc politics, because we should not 
transfer any more power to the EC, and because the 
Maastricht treaty will lapse if Denmark votes no,” 
Drude Dahlerup said. 


The June Movement’s campaign will take place in the 
open air when people are going to rock concerts, walking 
in the streets, and going to | May meetings, because “the 
streets are ours.”” The June Movement’s campaign is 
being financed in part by local trade union which have 
started to send in money to the June Movement. 
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Finland 


More Estonians Arrive for Military Training 


LD1904 165293 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1430 GMT 19 Apr 93 


[Text] More Estonians are arriving in Finland for mili- 
tary training. The Finnish and Estonian authorities have 
held talks on the training of a total of 30 Estonians in 
Finland. Ten Estonians will study for two years at the 
Military College and 20 will study at the National 
Defense Institute in Lappeenranta for six months. 


So far the National Defense Institute has trained 10 
Estonians, and the same number of Estonian cadets are 
currently studying at the Military College. 


Eduskunta Approves Lifting Ban on South African 
Investments 


LD2004210293 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1600 GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] The Eduskunta has tocay given its final approval 
on the law ending the ban on investments to South 
Africa by a vote of 108 to 26. The Leftist Alliance, the 
Greens, and some Eduskunta deputies from the Social 
Democratic Party expressed a desire to continue to 
uphold the ban. 


+ aa Minister’s Resignation Takes Effect 4 
ay 


LD2004 100993 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 0900 GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen is bringing his 
resignation forward. Vayrynen discussed his resignation 
with President Mauno Koivisto and Prime Minister 
Esko Aho this morning and after the talks it was decided 
that the date for the resignation will be 4 May. 


Before their meeting with the president, Prime Minister 
Aho and Foreign Minister Vayrynen had talks last night 
on Vayrynen’s resignation timetable. Vayrynen was 
annoyed particularly by Foreign Trade Minister Pertti 
Salolainen’s demand that Vayrynen should bring his 
resignation forward. Originally, Vayrynen would have 
liked to resign only in mid-May. 


Vayrynen is leaving the government to engage in his 
presidential election campaign. 


* Issues in Nuclear Power Debate Examined 


93EN0293A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 21 Mar 93 pp B 1-2 


[Article by Pekka Vaisanen: “Save Us, O Nuclear 
Power’’] 


[Text] To one who has been following the economic 
collapse of Finland it may not be inescapably apparent 
that we may be about to turn the corner toward better 
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times. In a couple of months the Eduskunta may make a 
decision that will launch Finland into an irrepressible 
ascent. Both industry and the labor unions are, for once, 
in full agreement about this. 


The magic potion is called a new nuclear power station. 
Even a 1400 megawatt reactor will produce plenty of 
inexpensive and nonpolluting electricity. The very deci- 
sion to build will instill confidence in the metals and 
forest products sectors of industry. Investments will be 
revitalized and Finland will be in ascendancy. If we are 
denied nuclear energy, half of the 20-billion-markka 
investment will be lost. 


“The upcoming energy solution will, in many ways, be a 
turning point in Finland’s economic and social develop- 
ment,” MP and chief trustee Reijo Laitinen of the Social 
Democratic Party said in describing the situation at the 
Eduskunta discussion on nuclear power. Just a few 
months earlier he had been opposed to additional 
nuclear power. 


““What Finland now needs is decisive action to inspire a 
faith in the future. An affirmative decision on nuclear 
power would be such an act,” Minister of Trade and 
Industry Pekka Tuomisto of the Center Party glowingly 
stated. Minister of Labor Ilkka Kanerva of the Conser- 
vative Party, who cannot boast of any accomplishments 
in reducing unemployment, is now promising as many as 
37,000 worker-years of jobs for Finns. 


Nuclear Power Men Are in the Garb of 
Environmentalists 


President Koivisto’s warnings against ill-timed big 
investments have echoed off deaf ears. Comments have 
been made that Koivisto was opposed to the earlier 
nuclear reactors and, therefore, was wrong. The com- 
ments about the Center Party prime minister’s opposi- 
tion is that he is promoting the interests of forest and bog 
land owners that tend to be Center Party members also. 


A considerable reversal of roles is also emerging. Direc- 
tors of industrial companies have surpassed environ- 
mentalists with their green priorities in demanding that 
Finland, particularly the Eduskunta, ratify the Rio atmo- 
spheric agreement, which has as its objective the curbing 
of the greenhouse effect. 


The minister of trade and industry, for his part, is 
demanding that the Eduskunta must take a stand on the 
reactor issue prior to ratification of the Rio agreement. 
According to the ministry it is possible that emission 
standards cannot be met unless: “We must deal directly 
with the activity that is causing the consumption of 
energy.”’ If the nuclear reactor decision is negative then 
we may have to possibly adjust our economic growth 
objectives, says the ministry. 


Social Democrats in Key Position 


This fresh start for the nuclear power debate indicates 
that the proponents of nuclear power have found a yet 
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higher gear. Last fall one could not have argued so 
dramatically in favor of nuclear power using economic 
and unemployment perspectives. 


Opponents of nuclear power must content themselves 
primarily with their same old arguments. A last stand is 
based on nuclear waste. The advocates quickly replied to 
this. Academician Pekka Jauho, the grand old man of 
nuclear power promoters, together with nine professors, 
drafted a statement in February in which they gave an 
assurance, based on their expertise, that the waste 
problem could be taken care of. 


Opponents of nuclear power have maintained a clear 
majority in the Eduskunta dating back to fall of last year. 
The large number of undecideds has, however, predicted 
growing support for nuclear power. Some of the Social 
Democrats have been determined to conceal their views. 
Some Center Party members withheld commitment until 
there would be a package deal combining several issues, 
and now they have it. 


The scales appear to now be nearly level, for even some 
opponents have switched sides. It is expected that even 
more of the opponents and undecideds will become 
advocates. The pressure is especially being felt by Social 
Democrats but also by Center Party members and the 
handful of opponents among Conservatives. Members of 
the Left Alliance seem to bullheadedly be sticking to 
their opposition to nuclear power. 


If the Eduskunta approves a new nuclear power station, 
advocates of nuclear power have Foreign Minister Paavo 
Vayrynen (Center Party) to thank for it. The decision to 
package the nuclear power and domestic energy issues 
together has already caught the attention of at least 20 
MP’s, even a couple of Social Democrats. It may have 
tipped the scales in favor of the advocates. Vayrynen’s 
reputation as a friend of industry was polished anew. 


Actually this packaging is littie more than an illusion. In 
a brief statement of principle the cabinet said only that 
“the cabinet is increasing its support for research and 
experimentation as well as investment in activities that 
promote the use of renewable, domestic sources of 
energy.” Minister of Trade and Industry Tuomisto had 
actually already earlier presented an Eduskunta com- 
mittee with a “plan for promoting the use of domestic 
fuels” that, for all practical purposes, is the same thing. A 
major part of the plan would already have been imple- 
mented regardless. 


Golden Age of Supporting Cast About To End 


A lot is riding on the Eduskunta decision on the issue. 
Since the contest appears to be headed for an extremely 
close vote, just one single MP can end up making the 
decision. The pressures being brought upon individual 
MP’s are exceptionally severe. 


This situation is a new one for industry in that it does not 
have to, nor is it worthwhile for it to expend resources on 
swaying left-wing MP’s. The labor unions involved with 
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export industries are working on MP’s from the prov- 
inces as well as Helsinki. Finland’s Central Association 
of Trade Unions have hired the former chairman of the 
Rural Labor Union, Matti Putkonen (Social Democrat), 
to head a project dealing prnmamnily with the nuclear 
energy issue. 


A few weeks ago Putkonen was boasting about having 
swayed at least 15 undecided Social Democrat MP’s to 
become supporters of nuclear power. Now he has 
observed that bragging in public about changing the 
minds of MP’s is not really an especially trendy thing to 
do. Putkonen now talks about discussions with MP’s and 
gives no numbers of converts. He emphasizes that these 
discussions include MP’s from all parties, not just left- 
ists. 


This task that the labor unions are handling with only 
one paid man and his telephone bill had proved, after 
years of lobbying and patience, to be too expensive for 
industry. It is, therefore, no wonder that industry is now 
planning on pruning its approximately 10 organizations 
devoted to the energy issue. These pruning plans were 
discovered a few days after the cabinet announced its 
favorable stand on nuclear power. 


This summer at the latest these members of the sup- 
porting cast will find they have little to do once the final 
decision on nuclear energy has been made. If the deci- 
SiON is negative industry may well disband Perusvoima, 
Inc., a company organized for the sake of a fifth nuclear 
reactor. 


For the Sake of Society as a Whole 


Among other things, the forecasting of energy needs and 
means of production choices are predictions about the 
future and ordering of priorities. 


The arm wrestling in Finland is now over whether the 
nuclear energy age in Finland will terminate between 
2020 and 2030 or that it will last some 20 years past that. 
The nuclear energy decision will also be a policy state- 
ment about Finland’s industrial structure for the next 
few decades. Inexpensive electricity is a favorable factor 
for the metals and forest products sectors. If electricity 
becomes more costly it is feared that operations alterna- 
tives for big industry will suffer. On the other hand, there 
have been demands for the diversification of the indus- 
trial framework. 


Another possibility would have the forest industry 
become more chemically oriented and thereby produce 


energy. 


According to the current figures nuclear energy is the 
least expensive energy source available today, provided 
coal, which is banned, is not even considered. Price 
competitors for nuclear energy include the natural gas 
diesel generators being used in the big cities and which 
are also a source of home heating by an extensive ducting 
system. Nuclear power generation releases most of its 
by-product heat for the birds. 
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We cannot obtain natural gas from the West in the near 
future, however, due to Sweden's rejectionary stance. 


Two New Nuclear Power Stations by 2005 


Renewable, domestic sources of energy are the most 
expensive ways to generate electricity, but, by being 
domestic, they keep the most cash here and they provide 
the most jobs. Superior burning techniques developed in 
Finland may one day generate export income and pro- 
vide Finns with jobs. Big power plants cannot generate 
electricity with bioenergy. 


The cabinet decision in favor of nuclear power is based 
on the predictions made by the Trade and Commerce 
Ministry in “The Future of Electricity Demand and 
Sources.” That compares the coal, biogas, and natural 
gas alternatives, and, of these, the last one 1s dropped due 
to its present impossibility. 


After these comparisons are made the report considers 
nuclear power in an additional comparison and the 
conclusion is reached that it 1s the best alternative both 
from a price as well as an environmental impact stand- 
point. According to the report a decision to build the first 
power station should be made immediately and, in three 
to four years, another one should be approved. The 
report talks about 1000 megawatt reactors but the permit 
allows reactors with a 1400 megawatt maximum. 


According to calculations in the report Finland will 
require the production of an additional 2,000 megawatts 
by the year 2000. By 2005 another 1,500 mw will be 
needed, and beyond that the demand will continue to 
grow as, besides other factors, the existing nuclear power 
stations will become outdated. 


One important reason for additional needs 1s the termi- 
nation of electricity imports. Current import contracts 
will not be renewed, according to plans, with Russia 
because of the unsafe condition of Russian reactors. 
There is a discrepancy here because the Trade and 
Commerce Ministry recommends that the flow of Rus- 
sian electricity should not be stopped too abruptly. 
According to the ministry termination of this imported 
electricity would have a negative impact because it 
“would further impede the already poor ability of the 
Russian party to perform essential maintenance its gen- 
erating stations using either nuclear or fossil fuels.” 


Nuclear Energy Will Increase Electricity Demand 


Over one-half of the additional demand for the 1990's is 
already covered by other plans. Neste, Inc., has plans for 
constructing an o1l-burning, 600 megawatt power station 
in Porvoo. In addition to this, plans have been laid for 
generating several hundred megawatts with wood, peat, 
hydro, and natural gas. 


The remaining, uncovered 700 mw and how to generate 
it, has already been the bone of contention for several 
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years. The first point of contention is whether that much 
will really be needed and will a major generating station 
be required. 


On the other hand, consumption increases the demand 
for electricity even when other forms of energy could be 
used. For example, the use of electricity for heating is 
expected to increase another 50 percent by 2010. Only 
the industrial consumption of electricity is expected to 
increase as fast proportionately. 


If this increased demand is supplied with nuclear power 
there will, at first, be an overproduction of electricity. 
This would very quickly be taken up, however. Because 
of its inexpensiveness nuclear power will increase the 
consumption of energy as well as industrial production. 


By the year 2005 yet another nuclear generating station 
would be needed. The often talked about domestic 
energy sources would, after 2005, be needed only to 
compensate for the loss of old plants. 


Beyond 2005 the basic source would depend on natural 
gas, according to the report, that is that, by then, there 
would be a pipeline either to the east or the west. This is 
in accordance with the idea that by then Sweden will 
have to depend on natural gas to replace nuclear power. 


If, for some reason, Sweden would decide to use natural 
gas already by the end of the 1990's, the pipeline to 
Finland could be complete soon after 2000, provided 
that there would be a market for the gas. There would not 
be if the country has built a nuclear generating station or 
two and if the planned Turku and Helsinki natural gas 
fueled generating stations have turned to other fuels due 
to the lack of natural gas. 


It is thought that there are primarily two reasons for 
Sweden’s cabinet’s absolute rejection of natural gas. 
Prime Minister Carl Bildt is a nuclear power advocate 
and, then too, the Swedish nuclear construction firm 
ABB Atom is one of the leaders in the competition for 
Finnish nuclear reactor construction contracts. 


Swedish social democrats are more inclined than Bildt 
toward natural gas. The Nordic social democrats, in fact, 
went on record at their January convention of urging the 
speedy construction of a Nordic natural gas pipeline 
network. The meeting chairman was Ulf Sundqvist of 
the Finnish Social Democratic party. 


Domestic Energy and Know-How 


According to a new report by the State Technical 
Research Center's burning and thermal technique labo- 
ratory, it would be possible by the year 2005 to increase 
the use of domestic biofuels for electricity production by 
1,600 mw from 1990 levels. The biggest single source of 
this increase would come from the increased electricity 
production by chemical processes in the forest products 
industry, in other words, the more efficient use of wood 
and the pulp waste chemicals. 
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The use of biofuels will require a lot of research and 
product development yet at this time. According to the 
report this would require almost 300 million markkas 
per year in fiscal support, and in the production phase 
the cost would exceed that of nuclear power by even 
more. Finland is, however, a world leader in the burning 
of this type of fuel and we also have companies pro- 
ducing exports in this line, such as Ahlstrom and Tam- 
pella Power. 


Norway 


* Stoltenberg Appointment as Balkan Peace 
Mediator Viewed 


* ‘Farewell to Norwegian Politics’ 


93EN0344A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 3 Apr 
93 p2 


{Unattributed article: “Caramel Diplomat to Balkans”— 
first three paragraphs are AFTENPOSTEN introduc- 
tion] 


{Excerpts} Yesterday Thorvald Stoltenberg said a last 
farewell to Norwegian politics—according to him. At the 
end of April he will begin his assignment as Balkan peace 
mediator. He will work for the acceptance of the Vance 
and Owen peace plan. 


The two new cabinet ministers ran into unusually sharp 
criticism from some members of the opposition. Johan 
Jorgen Holst had to pay for his poor relations with the 
Storting. Jorgen Kosmo was criticized for his lack of 
experience. 


Norway's new foreign minister says he views the post as 
a turning point. Defense Minister Kosmo says he will 
prove the critics wrong. He will work closely with the 
experts in his new ministry. 


With his appointment as Balkan peace mediator Thor- 
vald Stoltenberg is now bowing out as a central figure in 
Norwegian politics. 


However continuity in Norwegian foreign policy will be 
maintained through the appointment of Johan Jorgen 
Holst as his successor. Along with former Foreign Min- 
ister Knut Frydenlund and Stoltenberg he was a member 
of the Labor Party's central foreign policy triumvirate. 
As junior member of the team it is Holst’s turn after 
Stoltenberg agreed to take on a big international assign- 
ment. 


Could Not Refuse 


Stoltenberg emphasized that he will follow up on the 
peace plan drawn up by his predecessor, Cyrus Vance, 
and EC peace mediator Lord Owen. Although he needed 
time to think it over before accepting the task, he 
concluded yesterday that it was not really possible to 
refuse. 
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“If I had said no, I could not have gone on giving advice 
in my capacity as Norwegian foreign minister about 
further efforts to resolve the conflict. I will now approach 
the assignment with a combination of patience and 
aggressiveness,” he said. 


Prime Minister Moved 


It was a very moved Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundt- 
land who announced after a cabinet meeting yesterday 
morning that Stoltenberg was leaving to take on an even 
more important assignment for peace in Europe. They 
walked out onto Slotsplatsen side by side and gave each 
other a friendly pat on the back and a hug. Brundtland 
had a hard time concealing how hard it is for her to let go 
of such an important supporting player and government 
comrade. 


At the same time she made it quite clear that the job 
Stoltenberg has been offered is so important for the 
international community that she had no doubt about 
the need to support his decision to accept it. She stressed 
that our problems in peaceful Norway are of secondary 
importance compared with peace in Europe. 


“In such a difficult conflict only the best is good enough 
for the United Nations,” she said. 


No Weakening 


The prime minister did not agree that the cabinet 
changes involve a political weakening. 


“No, what is happening now will strengthen what 
Norway as a whole can do for the international commu- 
nity,” she said. 


But the prime minister did not evade the uncomfortable 
question of Holst’s rather strained relations with the 
Storting: 


“Everyone who has worked in politics for many years 
runs into difficult situations and challenges from time to 
time. But we all learn from our experiences,” she said. At 
the same time the prime minister stressed that the 
cabinet changes had been carefully considered, thereby 
refuting the sharp criticism that has come from several 
major Opposition politicians. 


Asked whe * ‘n Kosmo has the requisite defense 
and security .o stature, the prime minister replied 
that he would have even more experience in a short time 
and also pointed out that he has broad experience from 
related areas such as judicial policy and civil defense. 


[passage omitted] 
Stoltenberg’s Exit 


Yesterday was something of a marathon for our new 
foreign minister. From a speech in the Swedish Riksdag 
he hurried from his farewell to the Defense Ministry to 
his reception at the Foreign Ministry. But at Victoria 
Terrace he had to accept the fact that the main spotlight 
was on his predecessor. 
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Stoltenberg made it clear that he now feels he has done 
his part in Norwegian politics. “If I come back it will 
have to be as a senior citizens’ representative,” he said 
jokingly. 


Stoltenberg’s appointment as UN peace mediator in the 
Yugoslav conflict is expected to t> announced formally 
within a few days. Stoltenberg will set to work in the last 
half of April from a base in Geneva. His luggage will 
include an enormous box of caramels, a farewell present 
from his devoted friends at the Foreign Ministry secre- 
tariat. 


Job Expected To Go Well 


Jorgen Kosmo, who lacks experience in defense and 
security policy, is taking over as head of the Defense 
Ministry. 


“I am surprised by the appointment. This is a big 
challenge,” Norway's new defense minister said at his 
first news conference as cabinet minister yesterday. 


The appointment of the 45-year-old Kosmo came as a 
surprise to most people in Storting circles. The govern- 
ment’s newest member has not been a cabinet minister 
before. At the news conference he had to defend himself 
against the sharp criticism the opposition directed at him 
immediately after the appointment was announced. 


“I will try to prove the critics wrong. Although I do not 
have that much experience in defense and security 
policy, it will be all right. I will work closely with the 
Labor Party's defense section in the Storting and experts 
in the ministry. The main thing for me is to pursue the 
issues that are already before the committee. I am 
thinking primarily of the long-term report which lays out 
the political and technical framework for the defense of 
Norway,” the defense minister said. 


Kosmo has twice been elected to the Storting as a 
representative of Vestfold and during the last session he 
headed the Judiciary Committee. He came originally 
from Fauske, but later moved to Horten where he served 
as chairman. When Prime Minister Brundtland con- 
tacted Kosmo yesterday morning the message came 
suddenly. He was in his home county, Vestfold, and was 
delayed on his drive back to Oslo so that the news 
conference had to be postponed for half an hour. 


At the news conference Kosmo talked about his military 
service in the infantry to demonstrate that he was by no 
means opposed to NATO. He stressed the importance of 
maintaining the Western defense alliance. The defense 
minister said he had written an essay on NATO cooper- 
ation for his final examination in which he concluded 
that this defense cooperation was necessary. 


He also stressed that the report on the secret services that 
the government has set in motion will proceed as 
planned. Kosmo created waves about a year ago when he 
publicly conveyed the impression that he was listed in 
police intelligence files. It later turned out that false 
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rumors that Kosmo was involved in Ole Christian Bach's 
pyramid scheme were passed on to the intelligence 
service. Yesterday he said that this should now be laid to 
rest so that we can look ahead and provide the secret 
services with the best possible format. 


It has not been decided who will succeed Kosmo as 
leader of the Judiciary Committee. The Labor Party's 
Storting group will reach a decision on this matter during 
the Easter recess. 


* Ties to United States 


93EN0344B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 3 Apr 
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[Unattributed article: “Holst: Turning Point’’} 


{Excerpts} [Passage omitted] Holst had just delivered a 
speech in the Swedish Riksdag building on diplomacy 
and military means in efforts to create peace. It was not 
surprising that he gave relations with Europe and the EC 
negotiations top priority when he began discussing his 
future job: 


“It is also important to cultivate and renew our ties with 
the United States in this turbulent time,” said Holst, who 
as a result of his many long study and seminar stays in 
the United States is a personal friend of several of those 
who have now become central figures in the Clinton 
administration. “‘At the same time it will be important to 
Participate in building up Europe both inside and out- 
side the EC,” he said and mentioned in particular the 
war in the former Yugoslavia and the crisis in Russia 
which is so close to us geographically and directly affects 
Norway’s situation. 


The enthusiasm about his new job was mixed with some 
regret about having to leave the Defense Ministry so 
quickly when so much important work is in progress 
there. And time after time he referred to “Knut and 
Thorvald and Gro and Rolf Hansen—who was my first 
boss and from whom I learned a great deal.”” He sees 
himself as a link in a close and strong personal chain in 
Norway's foreign policy and defense leadership. [passage 
omitted] 


It will not be an abrupt transition—Holst is well 
acquainted with the Foreign Ministry and its personnel 
from the past, including his period as undersecretary in 
1979-81. [passage omitted] 


We asked about his personal reaction to the terrible 
pictures we all now see daily from the tragedy in Bosnia. 


“I feel intense frustration about what should be done to 
help them but is impossible in practice,” said Foreign 
Minister Holst. Hopefully that is where his predecessor 
will be able to make a contribution in his role as UN 
peace mediator. 
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* ‘Even More Important’ 
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{Editorial: (Title illegible)] 


[Excerpts] When Thorvald Stoltenberg was offered a UN 
assignment that is considered—as the prime minister 
said on Slotsbakken yesterday—*even more important” 
than being Norway's foreign minister, of course the 
answer had to be yes. An entire nation now wishes a 
popular politicians good luck in the effort to subdue and 
settle a bloody and inhumane war. It is hurting the most 
defenseless people on our own continent in what we 
thought was a postwar period. 


The assignment from the UN secretary general with the 
support of the five permanent members of the Security 
Council indicates a degree of confidence in Stoltenberg 
personally as well as in Norway. 


Because Stoltenberg must devote himself totally to his 
work as UN negotiator along with the EC’s Lord Owen, 
he had to leave the government. Anything else would 
have resulted in divided loyalties. In a way he has also 
become a prisoner of our foreign policy rhetoric in which 
we like to present Norway as one of the world’s foremost 
champions of peace. So it is important for the Norwegian 
public to understand that while individuals can play a 
significant role, it is the pressure of large and small 
nations on the belligerent factions that will ultimately be 
the decisive factor in reaching a solution. [passage 
omitted] 


It was a wise decision not to replace Byorn Tore Godal as 
trade minister and EC negotiator just a weekend before 
Norway's historic and formal negotiations on member- 
ship in the European Community are scheduled to begin 
in Luxembourg. Godal has done a very good job of 
handling relations with the European Economic Area 
(EEA) and the EC, displaying expertise, great energy, and 
sound politica! judgment. There is no doubt that this will 
continue to be the case. 


In Johan Jorgen Holst Norway its acquiring a foreign 
minister who knows a great deal about the field and has 
a wide network of international contacts. He is an 
experienced cabinet minister who has all the preliminary 
rounds behind him, one who can take over without 
losing any time and bring a vital foreign and security 
policy dimension to the EC issue. This has been far from 
lacking in the past. But Holst has often been politically 
maladroit. He will not be able to sell the government's 
policy with the same casual charm as his brother-in-law, 
Stoltenberg. And relations with the Storting are already 
so bad that the prime minister ought to seriously con- 
sider giving him an under secretary with a parliamentary 
background. [passage omitted] 
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* Opposition ‘Negative’ 
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{[Unattributed article: “Skeptical of Both Holst and 
Kosmo”’} 


[Text] The Storting opposition has seldom reacted so 
negatively to new cabinet ministers as it did yesterday. 


All the opposition parties agreed that Johan Jorgen 
Holst’s knowledge of security and foreign policy is excel- 
lent. But they expressed varying degrees of concern 
about his ability to relate to the Storting and to ordinary 
people. The Conservatives and the Progress Party [FRP] 
were also extremely skeptical about whether Holst will 
be able to learn how to improve his relations with the 
Storting as time goes by: 


“Holst is not one of the political heavyweights and I am 
amazed that he was chosen,” said Conservative leader 
Kulimann Five. FRP’s Carl I. Hagen said the prime 
minister has made an “unfortunate choice.” The two 
parties on the right also think the government as a whole 
will be weakened by Stoltenberg’s resignation. 


The Conservatives and the Progress Party were even 
more critical in their comments on the choice of Jorgen 
Kosmo. They seriously questioned his qualifications for 
the job while conceding that the former head of the 
Judiciary Committee has some ability when it comes to 
parliamentary work: 


“It sends a signal to the ministry Kosmo will command 
when the government attaches no importance at all to 
experience in this area,” said Defense Committee leader 
Hans J. Rosjorde. 


Not an Easy Job 


Kullmann Five said that in this time of reorganization 
and reform defense needs a defense minister who [pas- 
sage illegible] without foreign and security policy expe- 
rience, she said. 


The appointment was also viewed in the Storting yes- 
terday as a symptom of the Labor Party's poor recruit- 
ment of foreign policy experts. It was noted that the 
Labor people on the Foreign Policy Committee took no 
part in any of the speculation about the cabinet posts. 
They were simply not regarded as sufficiently capable. 


Timing Unfortunate 


However the claim was made to AFTENPOSTEN that 
yesterday's appointments cannot be interpreted as a 
trend of any kind because they occurred at an extremely 
unfortunate time for the Labor Party. After the election 
the party’s Storting group will change with the addition 
of Thorbjorn Jagland, among others. The party will be 
freer to use both him and Jens Stoltenberg in foreign 
policy positions as soon as the election is over. Their 
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duties in the party leadership require maximum concen- 
tration on the election campaign. [passage illegible] 


Diplomatic Ties With B-H, Izetbegovic Visit 
Reviewed 

LD1804 145693 Oslo Radio Norway International in 
English 1300 GMT 18 Apr 93 


[Gundel Kresdal commentary] 


[Text] [Unidentified Announcer] Norway is to establish 
official diplomatic relations with Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
The president of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Mr. Alija Izetbe- 
govic, was in Norway on Thursday [15 April] for talks 
with the new United Nations mediator in the area, 
Thorvald Stoltenberg. He also had talks with Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland and Norway's new 
Foreign Minister, Johan Joergen Holst. Gundel Kresdal 
has more: 


[Kresdal] The official visit of the Bosnian president was 
arranged at very short notice. Originally, he was invited 
by the Norwegian organization Let Bosnia Live, but both 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland and the new 
Foreign Minister Johan Joergen Holst were quick to 
make room in a crammed schedule for political talks 
with the Bosnian president. During one hectic day in the 
Norwegian capital, President Alija Izetbegovic also met 
with the newly appointed UN mediator in the area, 
Thorvald Stoltenburg, and Izetbegovic was asked what 
advice he would give Stoltenberg in his new job. 


The results are dependent not only on Stoltenburg’s own 
goodwill, said Izetbegovic, but on the possibilities that 
are open to him. The best he can do is to carry on the 
work done by Vance and Owen, see to it that the Serbs 
find the peace plan and then carry it through. This is not 
the best solution, said the Bosnian president; the best 
solution would be to stop the aggression and drive the 
aggressors out. But that is something neither Stoltenberg 
nor Lord Owen have the power to do. The Bosnian 
president congratulated Thorvald Stoltenberg with the 
appointment but added that he did not envy him this 
very difficult task. 


In his talks with Norwegian leaders Aliya Izetbegovic 
made it perfectly clear that he did not ask for foreign 
soldiers to fight on Bosnian ground—what Bosnia 
needed was weapons. 


Izetbegovic said we want, we want arms, we don’t want 
men. And Izetbegovic stressed that the UN weapons 
embargo is a disaster for Bosnia because it maintains 
Serbia’s dominant position in the area. 


Norway's prime minister, Gro Harlem Brundtland, said 
Norway would follow the UN lead in this matter. 
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* Country’s ‘Long Road’ to EC Viewed 


* Historical Retrospect 
93EN0347A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 5 Apr 
93 p8 


[Article by Nils Morten Udgaard: “Norway's Long and 
Difficult Road to the EC”—first paragraph is AFTEN- 
POSTEN introduction] 

[Text] When Norway opens its formal negotiations today 
on membership in the EC with a brief ceremony in 
Luxembourg, we will engage in a new attempt to con- 
vince ourselves and others that we really belong in 
Europe. All know that this will not be easy. Throughout 
the present century, Norway has maintained a distant 
attitude toward closer cooperation on the European 
continent. This does not refer to Norwegian public 
opinion in the sense we usually mean it. In equal 
amounts, skepticism and rejection have characterized 
the whole political “class” of Norway in the period 
between the wars and just after World War II, as histo- 
rians are now gradually discovering. 


Today, it is the international upheavals pursuant to the 
fall of the Iron Curtain and the dissolution of the Soviet 
imperium which have set Norway moving toward the 
EC. We follow Sweden and Finland. With them, we 
approach Europe, unencumbered by any conception of 
Europe, but rather starting from a pragmatic assessment 
of what is most useful to ourselves. It is good that way. 


Self-interest—if it is correctly understood—is, as a rule, 
the politician’s most reliable compass needle. 


“No” Already in 1929 


As early as 1929, the Norwegian attitudes about Europe 
that later became so familiar, began to emerge. At that 
time, France’s Foreign Minister Aristide Briand 
advanced his plan of a European union with its own 
political organs. In the League of Nations, the prede- 
cessor to the UN, Norway protested such “group forma- 
tions” and preferred to “support a universal assembly of 
all the world’s nations.”’ The adviser on international law 
for the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Prof. Frede Castberg, 
questioned whether Europe was even a natural unit. The 
commander in chief felt it was wrong that the Soviet 
Union had not been considered for a place in the 
cooperation, says researcher Nils A. Rohne. Rohne has 
written several works on the history of Norwegian Euro- 
pean policy at the armed forces’ Institute for Defense 
Studies. 


When, during the war, the British advocated viewing 
Europe as a single entity for purposes of reconstruction, 
a number of Norwegians associated with the London 
government took exception, feeling the suggestion 
smacked of British support for “one of Hitler's principal 
ideas.” Those were harsh words for our British allies in 
1942. That came from people like Karl Evang, Wilhelm 
Keilbau, Arne Ording, and Knut Getz Wold, among 
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others. ““We question whether it is fruitful to use the 
expression ‘Europe’ in serious political conversation. 
Europe is not a single entity, not when it concerns 
history, culture, language, or race. The same applies 
when it concerns economics and trade,” this group 
declared. 


‘Race’ and Europe 


This was one of the rare occasions when the concept of 
race was allowed to surface in the Norwegian debate on 
cooperation in Europe. After the war, Norway held tight 
to the idea that an Atlantic alliance was most important; 
looked for more cooperation in Scandinavia; and was 
cool toward any attempt at a political resurrection in 
Europe after the German and Nazi barbarisms. Until the 
advent of NATO in 1949, it was consideration for the 
Soviets and their desire to carry out their planned 
economy undisturbed that shaped the Norwegian atti- 
tude toward the dawning European cooperation. The 
Marshall plan, the starting gun for economic cooperation 
across European borders, was also received at first with 
mistrust in Oslo. 


When the advocates for European unity in November 
1946 directed a query letter on the subject of support for 
a European federation within the framework of the UN 
to 4,000 members of western European parliaments, 
Norway distinguished itself. No other country turned in 
such a low percentage of responses and none had such a 
high proportion of negative answers among those who 
replied. The Norwegian Labor Party stayed away from 
the Hague congress in May 1948, which represented the 
breakthrough of the concept of cooperation in Europe— 
the only Social Democratic party to do so. 


The Norwegian Conservatives were certainly less hesi- 
tant, but the party's parliamentary leader, C. J. Hambro, 
remained skeptical. When in 1949 he voted for Norwe- 
gian membership in the Council of Europe, Hambro 
commented that “it would seem easier and more natural 
to me, and I would expect for Norway as well, to think of 
cooperation with Canada, with South Africa, with Aus- 
tralia, with New Zealand, with the nations whose dem- 
ocratic institutions and concepts lie closest to our own 
rather than with a whole series of countries in Europe.” 
The same year Foreign Affairs Minister Halvard Lange 
in New York declared that “the Norwegian people 
are...skeptical about plans of integration...with Mediter- 
ranean countries.” 


Much has happened to Norwegian European policy since 
the end of the 1940's. Even so, within public opinion 
there may be found attitudes which are a deeper and 
lasting undercurrent in a stream more easily riffled on 
the surface. Nils A. Rohne identifies three phases in 
Norwegian European policy: The first covers the period 
between the wars and the 1940's thai “was characterized 
by a tendency toward a purely anti-European profile.” In 
the next decade, Norway thought that European cooper- 
ation was fine, but Norwegian participation unnecessary. 
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In the third phase—with transition into the 1960's— 
there emerged a recognition that Norway needed an 
active European policy. 


This policy is to be shaped during the negotiations which 
begin in Luxembourg today. Whereas before 1972 we 
encountered an EC with six countries, we now go to meet 
an EC which has undeniably become the definitive 
political coordinator in Europe. Even so, the fate of the 
EC’s own cooperation is not certain. All we know is that 
the states of Europe remain faithful unto themselves. As 
does Norway. 


Three days before Luxembourg began, our new foreign 
minister, Johan Jorgen Holst, made his first statement to 
AFTENPOSTEN, commenting: “It is important to cul- 
tivate and renew our ties with the United States in these 
turbulent times.” 


* Negotiations for One Year 


93EN0347B Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 5 
Apr 93 p 8 


[Article containing interview with Minister of Foreign 
Trade Bjorn Tore Godal by Egil Knudsen; place and date 
of interview not given: “At Least a Year of Negotia- 
tions” ] 


[Text] EC negotiations will last at least one year. Not 
even the biggest optimists any longer believe that the 
accession nations will be finished before the end of 1993. 


It was Bjorn Tore Godal that made this remark. Ironi- 
cally he was one of the country’s foremost EC opponents 
in 1972. Now he will deliver the Norwegian opening 
address when Norway takes the step from the waiting 
room to the negotiating table with the EC. 


An Extra Edge 


He has already spent three days in the lilliputian state of 
Luxembourg on a private holiday among the forest-clad 
hills and castles. 


“A marvelous prelude to the opening address,’ as he 
expressed it. 


He does not find it in the least remarkable that one and 
the same person almost precisely 2! years ago could have 
stood behind the podium at the Labor Party's extroardi- 
nary EC caucus as the AUF [Labor Youth Organization] 
leader and principal spokesman for the party's faction in 
opposition to the EC. 


“The background leading up to this puts an extra edge on 
the matter. Seriously speaking: Europe is completely 
changed. Back then, I was fighting for Nordic coopera- 
tion outside of the EC and against an EC of six countries. 
Now there are double the number of countries, four new 
ones ready to join, and the former East Europe is also 
working towards membership.” 
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Positive About Oil 


Godal is by nature optimistic and is committed by virtue 
of his mission to believe that the four difficult spheres of 
negotiation—fishing, agriculture, district policy, and 
oil—will yield up to acceptable solutions. On the issue of 
oil, he is feeling more reassured since his most recent 
visit to several EC nations. 


“Good friends in the EC, not least the Danish chairman- 
ship, support our view that the EC’s oil directive must be 
postponed. A number of other EC countries have also 
commented on the uselessness of passing a detailed 
directive while Europe's dominant oil nation is still out 
in the hallway.” 


{[ARBEIDERBLADET] But the EC Commission is not 
similarly convinced? 


{Godal] The Commission's principle is that none should 
be discriminated against on the basis of nationality. 
Quite different is it when the state, as the sole owner of 
Norwegian petroleum resources, exercises this right 
through its own company, Statoil. That is not discrimi- 
nation. 


Sweden-Finland 


For two months, Sweden and Finland have negotiated 
on the conditions of their membership. Through it all, 
Norway has been consulted extensively and has from 
time to time participated in technical discussions. As a 
result, Godal has great faith in Norwegian coordination. 


“We aim at parallel, but at the same time individual, 
negotiations. In contrast to the EEA [European Eco- 
nomic Area] negotiations, in which EFTA [European 
Free Trade Association] spoke with one voice, each 
country is acting on its own behalf. Nevertheless, Scan- 
dinavia can also be coordinated, especially where it 
concerns district policy, in part also for agricultural 


policy.” 


Special Problems 


[ARBEIDERBLADET] But Norway has additionally 
fishing and oil. Does this not mean that the Swedes and 
the Finns can run the course faster than we can? 


[Godal}] Not necessarily. They also have their special 
problems, as for example, foreign policy and security 


policy. 


Godal terminated the interview, at this point, in order to 
polish his opening speech. It will be presented in open 
session, with journalists and TV camaras in attendance. 
After Easter, the real negotiations will begin, the journal- 
ists by that time having been consigned to the corridors. 
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* ‘Liberal’ Heavy Water Export Controls Viewed 
93ENO0340A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 3 Apr 
93 p 13 


[Article by Harald Stanghelle: “Norway Has Made the 
World Less Safe”—first paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN 
introduction] 


[Text] Norway has sold nearly 450 metric tons of heavy 
water on the world’s nuclear market. Norwegian author- 
ities have never been especially meticulous about 
making demands on recipients. 


Heavy water has been produced at Norsk Hydro’s heavy 
water plant at Rjukan continuously since its small begin- 
nings early in the 1930's up to its closing in 1989. 


Heavy water is essential as a moderator, or braking 
medium, in certain types of nuclear reactors. In itself, it 
is innocent enough; it is not heavy water which is used in 
developing a nuclear weapon. However, when a heavy 
water reactor is Operating, a portion of the uranium in 
the fuel rods eventually changes into plutonium. This 
can be discharged and used as fission material in nuclear 
weapons. It is this potential that has made heavy water 
so much in demand by states who wish to develop an 
atomic weapon. 


Heavy water stemming from Rjukan has played an 
important role in the development of nuclear weapons in 
several nations, say international nonproliferation 
experts. 


“Norway has made the world less safe. Half of all 
Norwegian heavy water production since 1945 has been 
used in nuclear weapons programs,” said Prof. Gary 
Milhollin, leader of the Wisconsin Project on Nuclear 
Arms Control, in an interview with AFTENPOSTEN in 
February. 


What he and other nonproliferation experts point out 1s 
that while countries such as the United States and 
Canada are much more stringent when it comes to 
exporting heavy water, Norway has conducted a both 
liberal and lax policy. 


As late as 1986, the Norwegian authorities issued export 
permits for heavy water [while the authorities in the 
United States} and Canada said a flat “no.” The Norwe- 
gian trade bureaucracy had never had the custom of 
asking probing questions or being suspicious, even when 
it concerned the export of nuclear materials 


Professor Milhollin named three countries which greatly 
benefited from this “largesse”: France, Israel, and India. 
All three developed nuclear weapons in spite of interna- 
tional opposition. All three were dependent upon the 
import of heavy water from sources which did not make 
stringent demands. 


When France began its move to produce a nuclear 
weapon, the United States required such strict control 
over what use the heavy water the French were buying 
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would be put to, that it was impossible to misuse it. That 
brought the French nuclear buyers to Oslo: 


“Norway demanded no such disagreeable inspections, 
and we can document the fact that Norwegian heavy 
water was used when France developed its nuclear 
weapon,” said Milhollin. 


France bought 151 metric tons of heavy water, according 
to Norsk Hydro’s own statistics. Given that the total 
production was just 450 metric tons, it says something 
about how much the French had need of. Neither in the 
case of France nor other nations were the Norwegian 
authorities concerned about what the heavy water was 
being used for: 


“Up until the middle of the 1950's the Norwegian author- 
ities had never had second thoughts about heavy water 
being used for anything but peaceful purposes,” 11 said in 
a review of the heavy water affair done by the Ministry of 
Trade in December 1987. But even after that time, they 
felt no qualms about it. A letter dated 29 December 1962, 
from Foreign Affairs Minister Hallvard Lange to mem- 
bers of the government, stated that “guarantees con- 
cerning the peaceful use of heavy water exported to 
certain Western lands should not be demanded.” What 
lay behind the letter was the fact that Norsk Hydro 
wished to sell 90 metric tons of heavy water to France 


In other cases, it was with open eyes [words illegible}. In 
the case of Israel, the sale was also discussed within the 
government. The records from that time show the gov- 
ernment was aware that heavy water could be misused 
and imposed conditions that Norwegian experts should 
inspect its use in Israel. In 1961, an inspection was made 
which showed that the heavy water had not been used 
Afterwards, the Norwegian authorities “forgot” about 
their mght to inspection and the matter did not surface 
until 1986 when !t was revealed that Israe! had long ago 
acquired the atom bomb——with Norwegian help 


Norwegian heavy water has been important on the black 
market, as well. In 1983, a German businessman, Alfred 
Hempel, inveigled the Norwegian authorities to sell him 
15 metric tons of heavy water. Officially, it was to be 
used in Hempel’s homeland, but the whole shipment was 
flown to Bombay, India. Some | 2.5 metric tons of heavy 
water purchased by the Romanians in 1986 went to the 
same address. Officially, the Romanians were to use it in 
a projected nuclear power plant. In reality, the Norwe- 
gian heavy water went directly into India’s atomic pro- 
gram and brought the Ceausescu regime badly necded 
Western cash. Once again Norway undercut its offical 
nonproliferation policy. 


In connection with this story it may be added that 
Canada refused to sell to Romania under the same 
conditions to which Norway consented 


This issue continues to be a sticky point in Norwegian- 
Indian relations: Despite concrete evidence trom 
Romania, India steadfastly denies having received any 
heavy water. 
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Many have pointed out the paradox that while Norway 
has taken a very strict stance on the issue of nonprolif- 
eration of nuclear weapons, it has conducted a liberal 
and lax policy with regard to the very sensitive heavy 
water. 


“It is a condition of international involvement in this 
sphere that our own doorstep be well swept,” wrote 
Johan Jorgen Holst, under secretary in that period, in an 
introduction to the study done by the [words illegible]. 


* Destination of Whalers ‘Hush-Hush’ 


93EN0390A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 15 
Apr 93 p § 


[Article from NORWEGIAN NEWS AGENCY: “Whal- 
ers Underway: Hush-Hush About Destination”—first 
paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN introduction] 


[Text] Yesterday the four boats which are to take part in 
this year’s research catch of finback whales left for the 
north. 


The message from those directing the research was that 
only when they were at sea would ship captains learn 
their destination. The government has launched a diplo- 
matic Campaign to create a better understanding of 


Norwegian policy. 


The secrecy surrounding this year's research catch is 
complete. Those directing the research will not say which 
boats are involved, the crews on board the boats will not 
say where they are, and the captains on board do not 
know where they are going. 


“We have been told to chart a course toward Tromso, 
and when we are under way we will learn where we are 
supposed to pick up the researchers,” said Captain Olav 
Olavsen on board the Nybraens. On Wednesday he left 
Steine in the Lofoten Islands. Captains on the three other 
vessels got the same message. 


The government is now doing its utmost in diplomatic 
terms to create a better understanding of Norway's 
decision regarding commercial catches of finback 
whales. In recent days Under Secretary Helga Hernes: 
the Norwegian whaling commissioner, Ambassador Jan 
Arvesen; and Karsten Klepsvik, a special Foreign Min- 
istry advisor, have had several meetings in Washington 
with Bill Clinton's administration. 


It is also easy to see that much diplomatic effort is being 
deployed from the composition of the Norwegian dele- 
gation to the International Whaling Commission 
meeting. In recent years whaling commissioner Jan 
Arvesen has been the only diplomat in the delegation. 
This year he has taken several seasoned diplomats with 
him to Kyoto. At the Foreign Ministry, officials are 
closely following the protests of Norwegian whale 
fishing. All foreign [diplomatic] posts are sending in 
weekly reports. 
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Most of the protests come from the United States. Thus 
far this year a total of about 25,000 have come in, of 
which 21,000 were filled-in forms and cards, 3,500 
letters, and 700 signatures. 


Conservatives, Labor ‘Almost Equal’ in Poll 
93P20131A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 26 
Mar ¥3 p 3 


[Article by Ole Nygaard: “Conservatives, Labor Almost 
Equal”) 


[Excerpts] The Conservative Party and the Labor Party 
are almost equal in the latest opinion poll. The Progress 
Party leaps from 5.4 to 9.5 percent. 


The March poll gives Labor 26.4 percent and the Con- 
servatives 25.1. [passage omitted] 


Low Labor Loyalty 


The governing party has receded since January by 4 
percentage points. The loyalty figure in percent is under 
50, while the figure for the Conservatives is 75. Only 
once before has Labor experienced a lower loyalty per- 
centage. That happened last fall with a record low of 24.6 
percent. The figures also indicate that the number of 
voters who have switched from Labor to Socialist Left 
have doubled since the February poll. The numbers 
confirm the impression of severe internal wear and tear 
in Labor because of the dispute over the EC, nor was the 
internal climate improved by the tumultuous dissent 
over the | May celebrations, especially in Oslo. 


Could Break Up 


“The dispute over the EC is breaking Labor apart so 
much that the party will have to reckon with major 
leakages to the Socialist Left. In a situation such as this, 
the party is only increasing the leakages by talking of 
cooperation, as Thorbjorn Jagland is doing. That way he 
risks breaking up the party,” said Opinion’s manager, 
Bjarne Kristiansen. The Conservatives are pretty stable. 
the party has a good hold on its own voters and has 
benefitted greatly from the Progress Party's adversities 
in recent months. The Conservatives are not negatively 
affected by Progress’s leap upward this month, going 
from 5.4 to 9.5 percent. The Progress Party does not 
ensnare voters from one particular place. but rather a bit 
here and a bit there. One explanation of their advance is 
the party leader's stance on immigration, which has 
attracted voters from all over the political spectrum 


In general the loyalty figures show that parties who do 
not have internal disputes over the EC (Socialist Left, 
Conservative, Center) enjoy a high degree of loyalty, 
while the loyalty is weak for Labor, Christian People’s, 
and Progress. [passage omitted] 


The Opinion EC barometer shows no change from last 
month. Forty-seven percent say no, 33 percent say yes. 
and 20 percent are not sure. 
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Party Pell Jamenry 1993 Poll February 1993 Poll March 1993 
Red electoral alliance 1.0 08 0.7 
Socialist Left | 16.4 17.4 16.6 
Labor 4 28.3 26.4 

Left 23 3.5 45 
Center 8.6 10.5 9.7 
Chnsnan People’s 6.9 68 6.6 
Conservative 27.3 25.2 25.1 
Progress 6.1 5.4 9.5 
Others 1.0 2.1 0.9 














* Proposed Professional Army Discussed 
93EN0354A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 6 Apr 93 p 
8 


[Article by Olav Trygge Storvik: “A Volunteer Norwe- 
gian Combat Battalion™] 


[Text] Do we want a professional Norwegian Army 
which fights local wars for money? 


Plans for establishing just such a force are far progressed. 
The military's high command has made a study of how 
the force should be organized and recently sent the study 
to the Defense Ministry. The study recommends that the 
force be modest, an infantry battalion of approximately 
700 to 800 troops, and very nearly professional. 


But, while the force will be limited in size, it will be all the 
more expensive. The conscnpt Army, meanwhile, must 
make due with second best and barely that. Precisely how 
much it will cost is difficult to establish. Even though the 
study has little to do with national security, it 1s with an 
unerring sense for the paraphernalia of secrecy that the study 
has been stamped “for official use only.” Thus, it falls in line 
with an old and traditional attitude toward making informa- 
tion public: Hold as many as possible in ignorance as long as 
possible on important matters. An informed opinion is an 
unwanted annoyance. It just causes inconvenient questions 
at improper times. Far better to keep matters secret until the 
appropriate moment arrives. 


Expensive Expeditions 


Even though the cost is secret, there is little doubt that 
international military expeditions are especially expen- 
sive. In this instance, it involves Army participation in 
the NATO emergency forces which currently are being 
built up. According to the plan, the Air Force will put a 
squadron of F-16 fighter jets at NATO's disposal, while 
the Navy will participate with frigates and submarines. 
The ground forces will also be special. They obligate the 
nation in an entirely different and more profound 
manner than planes and boats. The flag will be visible for 
good or ill, and family, friends, farm communities, and 
cities will be directly affected. 


There is little doubt that a combat battalion destined to 
represent Norway internationally will get the best of every- 
thing: It will get the most fit and r.otivated people, both as 
soldiers and officers. They will have the longest and best 
education and training the Norwegian Army can provide. In 
addition, the division will get the best and most modern 
equipment and weapons obtainable. Maximum importance 
will be put on the unit's survival in all types of conflicts. That 
will entail an investment in better mobility and more effec- 
tive weapons and armored vehicles than is customary for a 
conscript army. Not least, it will mean intensive training 
together with allied professional units. Equipment that 
enables the unit to engage in battle around the clock will be 
a matter of course. 


Voluntary 


Political sources have also indicated that participation in 
such a division will be exclusively voluntary. Motivation will 
be a factor, but so will desire to participate in combat and 
conflicts far from the Norwegian homeland. It is doubtful 
that 12 months’ service, the Army's longest basic training, 
will be adequate to participate in such an elite unit. If that is 
correct, the talk will soon turn to career soldiers and added 
compensation for the greater performance this service 
demands. Expernence tells us that the Norwegian unit will be 
the highest paid in NATO. 


There are two main arguments that are employed to 
establish the necessity of having a Norwegian combat 
force for international deployment. The first is the 
military argument that such a battalion would impart 
valuable energy to an army undergoing a radical down- 
sizing and serve as a channel for building up technical 
competence. The other argument is security policy and 
the fact that there is a waning interest inside NATO for 
the northern regions. The Kola bases and the northern 
Russian fleet do not capture the interest they did earlier. 
NATO is undertaking a reduction in arms and basing 
itself on forces which can move around and be set into 
local conflicts. If we hope to reap the benefits of the new 
sysiem, we must also contribute something to the com- 
munity, the argument goes. 


Alternate Support 


While the first, military argument has much going for it, 
the security policy argument is often tendered as an 
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assertion not backed up by analysis. There is reason to 
ask: How probable is it that the contribution of a 
battalion, though it consist of fearsome Norwegians, 
would ensure allied support in the north if interest (and 
perhaps capabilities) were otherwise waning? Further, 
the assertion that Norway does not render support to the 
community is clearly incorrect. 


While the others in NATO are conveniently distanced from 
Europe’s largest military power and political center of unrest, 
Norway is uniquely the one with a border in common with 
this termtory. We expend considerable effort in monitoring 
and intelligence which benefits the others. Furthermore: 
Why is there not a single study of alternative means for 
supporting the community? It is not certain that one more 
combat force is either the most desirable or the most 
effective form of support. The chief objection here reflects 
the peculiar orientation of all our defense policy: on the one 
hand, the lacking will to maintain a reliable defense force 
against invasion in the nation’s most sensitive area. On the 
other hand, eagerness to equip a prestige battalion to fight in 
local conflicts in other nations. 


* Large Money Counterfeiting Operation 
Uncovered 


* Bills Worth Millions Printed 


93EN0371A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 13 
Apr 93 p 6 


[Article by Hakon Letvik and Tove Fasting: *““Thousand- 
Kroner Bills Professionally Made’’—first paragraph 1s 
AFTENPOSTEN introduction] 


[Text] A tip to the police that suspicious persons had 
ordered, bought, and paid for special paper from whole- 
saler Carl Emil in Oslo led to the sounding of the 
counterfeiting alarm. A warehouse in Oslo was kept 
under surveillance around the clock for several weeks 
before the paper was picked up and hauled to Nye Lade 
Offset in Trondheim. Trond Svendsen, managing 
director of Carl Emil, tells NTB [Norsk Telegrambyra] 
that the delivery to Nye Wade Offset is not known to him. 


The best and most experienced undercover agents in the 
country were called in from the Narcotics Division of the 
Oslo Police. The undercover agents, who can pose as 
anyone ranging from a homeless person or a hippie to the 
best-dressed business person, were in hot pursuit of the 
paper delivery, and had the printing under surveillance 
from the time is was started the Wednesday night [7 
April] before Easter. 


Followed the Printing 


During the undercover operation the police discovered sev- 
eral things which strengthened their suspicions, and after 
having been advised by experts from Norges Bank, the police 
felt sure: Counterfeit 1,000-kroner bills worth millions of 
kroner rolled of the presses in the dead of the night 
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The 1,000-kroner bills were printed five-by-five wide, 
first on one side of the sheet, then on the other. They 
were then carefully cut into bills and stacked into bun- 
dies and placed in cardboard boxes. The money was 
loaded for delivery to Oslo when the police struck 


The manager and the production chief of Nye Lade 
Offset were arrested in Trondheim, while the manager of 
the advertising agency Idebanken A/S and four others 
were arrested in the area surrounding Oslo. None of the 
seven have previous records. They range in age from 30 
to 57 and several of them are technical experts in the 
graphic and printing business. 


Two Wanted 


“Highly efficient police work and use of consider ble 
resources enabled us to arrest the seven during the 
morning of Good Friday. Two others are wanted. | 
cannot say anything about what the defendants disclosed 
during their interrogation over the weekend.” Chief of 
the Cnminal Police Truls Fyhn says. 


It is, however, still clear that several of the men now in 
custody have admitted their participation and thereby 
aided the police investigation. The motive, naturally 
enough, was personal gain, but personal economic prob- 
lems were also part of the motive. The defendants might 
get from three to 15 years imprisonment if convicted of 
the counterfeiting. 


Experts from Norges Bank were present at Nye Lade Offset 
along with the police to secure the counterteit bills. which 
now are subjected to the same security measures as rea! bills 
Norges Bank in the coming days will see to it that the bills are 
counted to determine the exact number 


Not in Circulation 


The idea for the counterfeiting operation came a teu 


weeks before Easter, and step-by-step the operation was 
launched. Only the tp to the police made the coup 
unsuccessful. The police assume that the entire produ 

tion has been seized and do not believe that any of the 


counterfeit bills were circulated 


“The counterfeiting was so good that the |.000-kroner bills 
easily could be mistaken for real ones. Stull. there are many 
security details that are missing, enabling a person to realize 
upon close inspection that the bills are counterfeit. | would 
therefore encourage people to make a quick and simple check 
to make sure that the bills they use are real” says Sylvi 


Johansen, chief accountant in Norges Bank 


The counterfeit bills might easily have been accepted as 
real by the average person. The bills were produced with 
20 different serial numbers. If this enormous amount of 
money had been circulated. Norges Bank would have 
been forced to evaluate the possibility of making | 000 
kroner bills invalid as payment and replacing them with 
new bills. 
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Must Bear the Loss 


According to the rules, a person giving a counterfeit bill 
to the police is left “holding the bag.” The honest owner 
of a counterfeit bill must himself bear the loss. The 
dishonest owner might try to get md of the bill by 
cheating someone else. 


Norges Bank still is in the fortunate situation that counter- 
feiting and printing of counterfeit money happen very 
seldom in Norway. In 1991 there were some 20 cases. The 
most common way to make counterfeit money is for ama- 
teurs to use color copying machines, and this results in a far 
poorer product than the Trondheim bills. 


“Such bills turn up only individually,” the chief accoun- 
tant says. Norges Bank, however, received a wake-up call 
last September when British police arrested a counter- 
feiting gang who had an offset plate for a Norwegian 
1,000-kroner bill ready for use. The gang had printed 
U.S. dollars and German marks, but had not yet started 
with the Norwegian part of the production. 


High Security 
Norges Bank continuously works to increase the security 
of currency. Security threads, microwriting, water 


marks, color fibers in the paper, and copper printing are 
some of the details. 


But technical development still gives cause for worry, both 
for Norges Bank and for other countries’ central banks. 


Advanced photocopying machines and offset machines 
make it simple for professionals to copy bills. Counter- 
feiters still have some distance to go, however, before 
they can produce counterfeit bills on paper resembling 
the real thing. 


Currency paper is produced worldwide by factories 
whose number is only in the teens, and the production 


and sale of the paper is subjected to the same degree of 


security as real bills. 


“If Norwegians order such paper from our supplier, 
there are routines in place to ensure that we will be 
informed,” says Jan Waaler, advisor for Norges Bank. 


* Bank Officials Suspected 


93EN0371B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 13 
Apr 93 p 6 


{Unattributed article: “Bank Employees Involved?" — 
first paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN introduction] 


[Text] Were disloyal employees within the banking 
system to receive between 160 and 180 million kroner in 
counterfeit |,000-kroner bills? 


The great Easter coup by the police and Norges Bank led 
to the confiscation of 180,000 counterfeit 1,000-kroner 
bills and the arrest of seven persons, but the hunt goes 
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on. Who was the money intended for, and how was it to 
be circulated without arousing suspicion? 


“This of course is the great question we ask ourselves,” 
says Truls Fyhn, the chief of the Criminal Police in Oslo. 
As far as AFTENPOSTEN knows, one disloyal bank 
employee is under suspicion—in either a commercial or 
a savings bank, or even in Norges Bank. 


Only exceptionally trusted employees in these places 
handled bills by the kilo or ton. According to one theory 
the 400 kilos of counterfeit currency was to be exchanged 
for legal currency—preferably in such a way that the 
exchange could not be discovered. To circulate 180,000 
counterfeit |,000-kroner bills would be almost impos- 
sible. Professional currency handlers in the banks would 
quickly have discovered the counterfeit bills and it 
would be an impossible task to circulate the money by 
way of the business world. 


To circulate a few bills at a time over a long period of time 
would have been equally risky because all currency goes to 
Norges Bank several times a year for checking. Advanced 
machinery leafs through the heaps of bills, and sounds the 
alarm as soon as a counterfeit bill is discovered. Neither the 
police nor Norges Bank want to comment on their concern 
about possible insiders, but this direction of inquiry has a 
high priority in the investigation. 


Sweden 


Bildt Cited on Vance-Owen Peace Plan; Providing 
Troops 


LD1904224493 Stockholm Radio Sweden in English 
2100 GMT 19 Apr 93 


[Text] Sweden’s Prime Minister Carl Bildt says Sweden 
is willing to provide a battalion with some | 000 soldiers 
for a United Nations peace-keeping operation in the 
Balkan region, but only if the Vance-Owen peace plan for 
the former Yugoslavia is signed by all parties including 
the Serbs. Sweden, said the prime minister, 1s no longer 
neutral. It must actively participate in a new order of 
security for Europe. 


Government To Allow Pakistan To Purchase 
Submarines 


LD2004191193 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network in 
Swedish 1545 GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] Foreign Trade Minister Ulf Dinkelspiel said at the 
Riksdag today that Pakistan is allowed to buy Swedish 
submarines. Neither the conflict with India nor the 
violations of human rights in Pakistan are a reason to 
stop arms exports to the country, Ulf Dinkelsprel said 


The government has decided that Kockums can export 
the Swedish submarine A-19 to Pakistan because such an 
export is of great importance from the defense policy 
point of view for Swedish submarine manufacturing. 
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Nicosia Regrets Ozal Death, Not Attending Rites 


NC2004 124593 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1030 GMT 20 
Apr 93 


[Text] Government Spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said 
the government regrets Turkish President Turgut Ozal’s 
death, but Cyprus will not be represented at the funeral. 


Answering a question, Kasoulidhis said that if, as 
Ankara says, Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas deals 
with the Cyprus issue, then preparations for the talks 
should not be delayed by the process of electing a new 
Turkish president. 


UN Official Says Talks Unaffected by Ozal Death 


NC2004093093 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1030 GMT 20 
Apr 93 


[Text] President Glavkos Klindhis and Gustave Feissel, 
the UN secretary general's alternate special representa- 
tive in Cyprus, met this morning within the framework 
of preparations for the New York talks. Kliridhis and 
Feissel will meet again tomorrow afternoon. Foreign 
Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis and UN envoy John Paul 
Kavanagh attended the meeting. No statements were 
made. 


Before the meeting, Feissel said Turkish President 
Turgut Ozal’s death will not affect the course of the talks: 
it would only postpone the talks he was due to have with 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas on Thursday. This 
afternoon, Feissel will meet the ambassadors of the five 
UN Security Council permanent members at the Rus- 
sian Embassy. 


Spokesman Cites UN Leader's Proposals on 
Forces 


NC2104122193 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1030 GMT 21 
Apr 93 


[Text] Government Spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis said 
that, according to Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis, 
the UN secretary general submitted to the UN Security 
Council a draft resolution with two alternative solutions 
regarding UNFICYP [UN Forces in Cyprus]. He said the 
Security Council members are discussing the draft reso- 
lution in private meetings. 


The first option suggests that UNFICYP stay as 11 1s with 
six infantry battalions. The second provides for four 
infantry battalions and 200 observers. The spokesman 
said the government favors the first option and is 
making the necessary moves toward the UN Secretariat 
and Security Council members. It is also coordinating 
with the Greek Government to take similar steps. 


Reliable reports say Great Britain favors the second 
option. 
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Turkish Cypriot Parties Fail To Meet 


TA 2004151793 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] The meeting of the political parties repre- 
sented in the Republican Assembly scheduled for today 
to discuss the current political atmosphere could not be 
held. The leaders of the four opposition parties repre- 
sented at the assembly arrived at the meeting place, the 
Republican Assembly, at 0900 today but later left the 
meeting hall on the grounds that the National Unity 
Party [NUP] did not attend the meeting at the leadership 
level. 


Mustafa Erbilen and Aydemir Erdogan, deputy leaders 
from the NUP; Guner Goktug and Ayhan Halit Acarkan, 
NUP assembly group deputy leaders; Democratic Party 
{DP} leader Hakki Atun; New Birth Party [NBP] leader 
Ali Ozkan Altinisik; Free Democratic Party [FDP] 
leader Ismet Kotak; and Social Democratic Party [SDP] 
leader Ergun Vehbi attended the meeting. 


Goktug, speaking on behali of the NUP delegation after 
the opposition party leaders left the meeting, said he was 
disappointed that the opposition party leaders had to 
leave the meeting because they did not accept as coun- 
terparts the persons the NUP entrusted to begin this 
dialogue. Noting that party officials are authorized to 
decide who will represent the party at which meeting, 
Goktug added that it is erroneous to assume that the 
meeting will not be serious because the party 1s not 
represented by the leader. [passage omiited} 


Atun, in a statement on behalf of the tour parties. said 
that unilaterally forming a committee and then consid- 
ering that the other party leaders should be the counter- 
parts is not compatible with serious negotiations. He 
added that it was natural to expect that the first meeting 
be held among the party leaders to outline the principles 
to be discussed, and then to follow up at the technical 
level with committees to be set up. [passage omitted] 


Vehbi stated that the approach displayed today does not 
befit a democracy and will draw the country to the brink 
of greater disasters. Pointing out that the prime minister 
wanted to dispel the issue and remove it trom the public 
agenda by not attending the meeting, Vehbi said that 
they will not be party to this ploy and are determined to 
execute their action plan. He added that he is relin- 
quishing his seat at all the assembly committees as of 
today and that he will be submitting his resignation to 
the assembly speaker. 


Following Vehbi's announcement of his decision to 
withdraw from the assembly commitices, the DP, the 
NBP, and the FDP officials also announced that they 
were withdrawing from al! the assembly committees. 
The party officials, in reply to a question, said that they 
will be waiting until | May in the hope that the negoti- 
ations for early elections will begin by then. They stated 
that after that date they will consider boycotting the 
assembly, adding that they, as the opposition parties, will 
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be escalating their measures. In reply to another ques- 
tion, the officials noted that they are insistent on holding 
early election prior to 12 September. 


Eroglu Reaction Noted 


TA2004 152193 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu has said that the 
political parties at the assembly are running away from 
the negotiating table and has added: They have made a 
great mistake. 


At Ercan [Tymbou] State Airport before his departure 
for Ankara to attend the funeral of Turkish President 
Turgut Ozal, Eroglu replied to reporters’ questions on 
the meeting which failed to take place between the 
government and the opposition aimed at discussing the 
political atmosphere. Eroglu described the move of the 
opposition to withdraw from the assembly committees 
on the ground that he did not attend the meeting as part 
of a previously prepared scenario. Noting that the 
National Unity Party [NUP] council held a meeting 
yesterday and authorized six of its deputies to hold the 
interparty negotiations, Eroglu said: It is out of the 
question for one party to oppose the representatives 
elected by another party. The opposition party leaders 
are not authorized to choose the NUP deputies they will 
negotiate with. We reserve the right to elect our own 
representatives. 


Pointing out that the NUP council authorized its six 
deputies to hold talks not only with the parties repre- 
sented in the assembly but with the parties outside the 
assembly as well, Eroglu said: Claiming that the elected 
representatives are not eligible to hold talks is neither 
compatible with democratic tolerance nor with political 
ethics. This is a ploy aimed at inviting certain circles to 
intervene. Noting that such actions damage democracy, 
Eroglu added that these actions will not be acceptable to 
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the people either. He added that if the opposition parties 
within the assembly refuse to hold talks with the NUP 
then his party will be discussing the election and refer- 
endum bill as well as the amendment to the political 
parties bill with the parties outside the assembly. 


Eroglu said: On the one hand they prepare an election 
and referendum bill and submit it to the assembly and on 
the other they want to hold negotiations on the issue. 
Can this be sincere? He further advised the opposition 
members to continue their duties at the assembly as the 
elected representatives of the people. 


Upon being reminded that the opposition within the 
assembly might boycott the assembly, Eroglu said that 
the necessary measures will be taken. In reply to a 
question on whether a crisis will arise if the opposition 
parties boycott the local by-elections, Eroglu said: In 
democracies there are ways of overcoming every sort of 
crisis. I believe that they will be boycotting the elections 
in order to conceal their weaknesses. This boycott shows 
that they have not digested the democratic system. 


Denktas Urges Dialogue 


TA2004 152993 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that the govern- 
ment should respect the decision made by the opposition 
parties within and outside the assembly to boycott the 
local by-elections and start a meaningful dialogue. 


In a statement on his views regarding the decision of the 
seven opposition parties to boycott the local by-elections 
to be held in June, Denktas said that democracy entails 
dialogue and conciliation and that democracy cannot be 
enhanced if one acts on the strength of numbers. Noting 
that the path to conciliation should be sought if this crisis 
is to be overcome, Denktas added that most of the 
obligation and responsibility on the issue lies with the 
government. 
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Mitsotakis Returns From Ankara, Comments on 
Talks 


NC2104195493 Athens ERA Tessera Radio Network in 
Greek 1800 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Text) Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
returned from Turkey at 1800 today. In a statement 
upon his arrival at Ellinikon airport, Mitsotakis classi- 
fied his meeting with his Turkish counterpart, Suleyman 
Demirel in Ankara today within the [word indistinct} of 
the ongoing dialogue aimed at gradually improving 
Greek-Turkish relations. The prime minister said there 
are no new facts on bilateral issues, particularly on the 
Cyprus issue. Nevertheless, the atmosphere of bilateral 
relations is undoubtedly good. Mitsotakis stressed: It is 
positive that open channels for dialogue exist in all 
directions, particularly during this uneasy period we are 
passing through. Mitsotakis said his Turkish counterpart 
did not react to the Greek position that no Balkan 
country should participate in the possible escalation of 
the war in the former Yugoslavia. 


The prime minister also denied claims by some Turkish 
papers that the Cyprus issue has been disengaged from 
Greek-Turkish relations. Mitsotakis stressed: I opened 
my conversation with Demirel with the Cyprus issue and 
I ended with the Cyprus issue, emphasizing the need to 
solve the problem because it is the only way a friendship 
treaty can be promoted. 


Mitsotakis mentioned his talks with Albanian President 
Sali Berisha and Bulgarian Prime Minister Lyuben 
Berov who, he said, agreed that the Skopje Constitution 
should be changed. 


In conclusion, the prime minister said he discussed with 
his Turkish counterpart the question of the Muslim 
minority in Thrace and questions pertaining to the 
Patriarchate and the theology school in Khalki. He also 
announced that Georgian President Eduard Shevard- 
nadze invited him to visit Tbilisi. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Meets Albanian 
Counterpart 


NC2104195793 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1700 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Text] Deputy Foreign Minister Viryinia Tsoudherou 
received Bashkim Kopliku, the Albanian deputy prime 
minister in charge of economic reforms, at noon today. 
During the meeting, which lasted an hour and a half, 
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bilateral economic cooperation was discussed. Kopliku 
showed particular interest in attracting Greek investors 
to his country. 


Kopliku left for Pakistan immediately following his 
meeting with Tsoudherou. 


ATA Reports Visit, Meeting 


AU2204 145993 Tirana ATA in English 1020 GMT 22 
Apr 93 


[All Greek titles as received] 


{Text} Tirana, April 22 (ATA)}—On his way to Pakistan 
to take part in the 21st meeting of the organization of the 
Islamic conference there, the Albanian delegation led by 
the Vice Chairman of the Council of Ministers Bashkim 
Kopliku had meetings with the Greek Deputy Premier 
Tzannis Tzannetakis and the Greek Vice Foreign Min- 
ister Viryinia Tsoudherou. 


In the meetings with the Greek vice premier opinions 
were exchanged for the extension of relations and coop- 
eration between the two countries. Mr. Tzannetakis 
expressed his readiness to help in all directions the 
economic reform in Albania and in the creation of the 
structures of economic coordination, especially in the 
direction of investments. Mr. Tzannetakis pointed out as 
priority the investments in the construction of streets 
and telecommunication which will open the way to 
investments in tourism as well. 


He thanked Mr. Tzannetakis for the readiness to assist 
Albania. 


In the talk with Ms. Tsoudherou, Mr. Kopliku stressed 
that the Albanian-Greek economic relations should 
develop with a greater intensity because all conditions 
exist. She also stressed the need of overcoming some 
bureaucratic obstacles between the two countries. Ms. 
Tsoudherou underlined the success of the meeting of the 
joint Albanian-Greek Commission in Sarande as a 
premise for the coming visit of the Albanian premier in 
Greece. She said that preparations are going on for three 
agreements in the economic field. Many known Greek 
businessmen have shown their interest to invest in 
Albania. Mr. Kopliku expressed his preoccupation that 
some businessmen have not observed the obligations. He 
stressed the need of cooperation for the identification of 
the businessmen. To this end would also serve the 
opening of the Albanian-Greek Chamber of Commerce, 
Ms. Tsoudherou said. 
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R on Visit by Greek Prime Minister 
Mitsotakis 


Arrives for Ozal Funeral, Comments 


NC2004205393 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 2000 GMT 20 Apr 93 


{Dispatch by Ankara correspondent Nikos Meletis— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Greek] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
has described Turkey’s involvement in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina as a mistake made by the West and the 
United Nations. He said that this involvement prompts 
reaction and possibly could threaten peace and stability 
in the region. 


The prime minister made this statement during his flight 
to Ankara, where he arrived a short while ago. He was 
welcomed at the airport by Turkish Prime Minister 
Suleyman Demirel and Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin. 


Mitsotakis will meet at 0830 tomorrow with Demirel 
and reiterate the Greek position on Balkan countries not 
getting involved in the Yugoslav crisis. Concerning the 
question of flights by Turkish aircraft, the prime min- 
ister said Greece’s security is not threatened and that 
there have not been any violations of Greek airspace. He 
added that because the Turks have demonstrated under- 
standing regarding the situation, there is no Greek- 
Turkish problem on this. The prime minister said: The 
passage through the Athens FIR [Flight Information 
Region] was normal, and at least two of the four Turkis! 
C-130 transport planes had submitted flight plans. The 
prime minister also pointed out that, during past NATO 
flights conducted within the Athens FIR, NATO did not 
submit flight plans. 


All aspects of bilateral relations wil! be discussed at the 
meeting with the Turkish prime minister, and as Mitso- 
takis said, these aspects are affected by the Cyprus issue, 
which also is at the negotiating table. Mitsotakis stressed: 
Dialogue never causes any harm, but on the contrary 
helps to avoid misunderstandings and useless aggrava- 
tion. 


Referring to a statement by Panhellenic Socialist Move- 
ment leader Andreas Papandreou yesterday, the prime 
minister called on the official opposition leader to get 
serious and noted that Papandreou realizes that what he 
says does not stand and that a small country such as 
Greece cannot determine the UN position. 


‘Honest,’ ‘Friendly’ Meeting With Demirel 


NC2104103793 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0900 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Text] During their one-hour meeting this morning, 
[Greek] Pmme Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis and 
Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel reaffirmed 
the political desire to improve Greek-Turkish relations 
and to continue the dialogue at all levels. 
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Mitsotakis is in Ankara. This morning he attended 
Turkish President Turgut Ozal’s funeral. 


The Greek and Turkish prime ministers described their 
meeting as extremely honest and friendly and reaffirmed 
the decisions made by the two countries’ Foreign Min- 
istries during Greek Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakon- 
standinou’s recent visit to Ankara. 


Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin said he will visit 
Athens in June, adding that the two countries are now 
closer to signing an agreement but there are still many 
issues that need to be discussed. 


Diplomatic sources in the Turkish capital say that the 
Turkish side wants a swift resolution to the Cyprus issue 
supporting the UN Security Council resolutions, and 
then attempts would be made to normalize bilateral 
relations, beginning with economic and trade coopera- 
tion. 


Says Cyprus Solution ‘Prerequisite’ 


NC2104131093 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Text] During his meeting with Turkish Prime Minister 
Suleyman Demirel, [Greek] Prime Minister Konstand- 
inos Mitsotakis said the resolution of the Cyprus issue is 
a prerequisite for developing Greek-Turkish relations 
and stressed the dangers of Balkan countries partici- 
pating in NATO military operations in Bosnia. Mitso- 
takis reiterated a request to reopen the theological school 
in (?Khalki). The Turkish prime minister appears to be 
satisfied with the rights enjoyed by the Muslims in 
Thrace. 


Says No Plan Yet for Ties 


NC2104131693 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Text] [Greek] Prime Min'ster Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
described as wholly inaccurate a report in the Turkish 
newspaper HURRIYET today that for the first time, 
Athens suggested developing relations with Turkey 
without connecting the move to the Cyprus issue. 


Demirel Cited on Development of Ties 


TA2104125393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1200 GMT 21 Apr 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel has said that 
the will needed to develop Turkish-Greek relations in the 
proper direction exists. 


Demirel met with Greek Prime Minister Konstantin 
Mitsotakis, who is in Ankara to attend the funeral of 
President Turgut Ozal, at his residence this morning. In 
a Statement after the meeting, Demirel thanked Mitso- 
takis for the courtesy he has shown in coming to Turkey 
to attend Ozal's funeral. Pointing out that the Turkish 
people are well aware of the meaning of Mitsotakis’ 
arrival in Turkey on this sorrowful day, Demirel said 
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that on this occasion they have also found the opportu- 
nity to review the problems between the two countries 
and various regional problems. He added that the 
meeting was held in an atmosphere of great sincerity and 
that they had no difficulty whatsoever in understanding 
one another. Recalling that the foreign ministers of the 
two countmes met in Ankara two days ago, reviewing 
various problems and arriving at certain conclusions, 
Demirel added that at the prime munistenal meeting 
held today they found these conclusions suitable and 
agreed with them. 


Mitsotakis said that Ozal was a great politician and that 
he had always contributed to the development of bilat- 
eral relations. Pointing out that they reviewed bilateral 
relations as well as regional problems at his meeting with 
Demirel, Mitsotakis said: This was a friendly and heart- 
felt meeting. He concluded by saying that a stable 
dialogue will continue for the solution of the problems. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin, who 
attended the Demirel-Mitsotakis meeting, replying to 
questions by Greek journalists, expressed the belief that 
the problems between the two countries will be solved in 
a friendly manner. 


Mitsotakis Calls on Cindoruk 
TA2104182693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 21 Apr 93 


{ Text] Greek Prime Minister Konstantin Mitsotakis was 
received by Acting President Husamettin Cindoruk 
today. At the meeting, Mitsotakis said that he believes in 
the necessity of Turkish-Greek friendship. He added that 
his government wants to develop bilateral relations and 
invited Cindoruk to visit Greece. 


Cindoruk recalled that Turkey and Greece are two 
neighboring countries and that problems might arise 
between two neighbors from time to time. He added, 
however, that the two countries should remain together 
during the bad times as well as the good ones 


Reportage on Visit by Albanian Officials 


Arbnori Briefs Avci, Cindoruk 


AU 2004190093 Tirana ATA in Enelish 1824 GMT 20 
Apr 93 


[Text] Tirana, April 20 (ATA}—In the course of its 
official visit to Turkey, the Albanian parliamentary 
delegation headed by Pjeter Arbnori, speaker of the 
parliament, went to Ankara. The Albanian delegation 
met with the deputy chairman of the Turkish parliament, 
Yildirim Avcu. In his address, Mr. Arbnon said that they 
were very moved by the loss of President Ozal. He 
expressed his regret over the death of the honourable 
Turkish President Mr. Ozal. He brnefed those present on 
the democratic processes in Albania and the work of the 
Albanian pluralistic parliament to step up them. Mr. 
Arbnor: underlined that so far the Albanian parliament 
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has endorsed {42 laws. The Albanian legislation, too, 
provides facilities to the foreign investors who are wel- 
comed in Albania 


The Albanian delegation also met with the provisional 
president of the Turkish Republic. Mr. Husamettin 
Cindoruk. He assured the Albanian friends that Turkey 
will resolutely defend the mghts of the Albanians of 
Kosova. Turkey will continue to support Albania to 
perform the reforms, he said 


The Albanian delegation also met with the Turkish 
Premier Demirel. Mr. Arbnori pointed to the successes 
of Albania in the process of democratization. They 
pointed to the traditional tmendship between our two 
peoples and countries and promised to further these 
relations in the future 


President Berisha Arrives 
TA2104093593 Ankara Turkive Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] In a statement he made at the Istanbul Ataturk 
Airport where he arrived to attend the funeral of Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal, Albanian President Dr Sal: Berisha 
stated that the UN resolution. effective 26 Apmil to 
prevent the war, should be impiemented uncondition- 
ally. 


Berisha pointed out that the Serbs, themselves equipped 
with all kinds of weapons, are attacking a people that do 
not have access to any weapons and added that the war 
will not stop despite NATO decisions on the issue 
Berisha stressed his beliet that the Bosnia-Herzegovina 
issue Should be solved politically. He also added that 
conversely, under certain circumstances, limited force 1s 
necessary to implement political resolutions 


Assembly President Arrives 


141904112393 Ankara TRI Lei 
Turkish 1000 GMT 19 Apr G3 


10n1 Ni ‘work in 


(Text) Albanian People’s Assembly President Pycter Arb- 
non has arrived in Ankara on an official visit. Yildirim 
Avci, acting speaker of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly. received Arbnori at Esenboga Airport. in an 
airport statement. Aver said that the incidents in the 
Balkans deeply erieve Turkey and added: We want the 
unrest in the region to end and the bloodshed to stop. 
Arbnor: said that the good relations between the two 
countries wil! contribute to strengthening the democratic 
movements in the Balkan countries 


Cindoruk Receives Delegation 
PALQO4I9G2193 Ansara TRI Televist 
Turkish 1700 GMT 19 Apr 93 
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[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Albanian People’s 
President Pieter Arbnor and the delegatior 
nving him were received | Acting 


Husamettin Cindoruk toda 
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In a statement, Cindoruk said that there have not been 
any changes in Turkey’s policy concerning Albania, the 
Balkans, and former Yugoslavia, adding: These policies 
are state policies and will continue more intensely in the 
same path. 


During the meeting at the Assembly speaker's residence, 
Cindoruk noted that President Turgut Ozal contributed 
to the development of relations between Turkey and 
Albania. Pointing out that the struggle for freedom 
waged by Albania constitutes an example for the Balkan 
countries, Cindoruk explained that this movement was 
an important factor in the establishment of peace and 
stability in the Balkans. 


In turn, Arbnori expressed his sorrow that his visit 
coincided with such a sad event and reported that 
Albanian President Sali Berisha will attend Ozal’s 
funeral on behalf of his country. 


Yildinm Avci, deputy speaker of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly, also attended the meeting between 
Cindoruk and Arbnori. The Albanian delegation also 
called on Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel and con- 
ferred with him for some time. 


TGNA Deputy Speaker Addresses Dinner 
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[Text] Yildirim Aveci, deputy speaker of the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly [TGNA], has stated that 
Turkey is observing with interest the successful steps 
Albania is taking toward democracy and a free market 
economy despite the difficult conditions it is experi- 
encing. 


A dinner was given in honor of Albanian People’s 
Assembly President Pjeter Arbnori, who is in Ankara as 
the official guest of TGNA Acting President Husamettin 
Cindoruk. At the dinner, Avci said that relations 
between Turkey and Albania are importani for the 
establishment of peace in the Balkans. 


Arbnori said his country has good-neighborly relations 
with all the Balkan countries and appealed for initiatives 
on the part of international organizations so that the 
Bosnia-Herzegovina clashes will not spread to Kosovo 
and Macedonia. 


State Minister Batalli Returns From Lebanon 
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[Text] State Minister Mehmet Batalli, who attended the 
Turkish-Lebanese economic committee meetings in 
Beirut, has returned to Turkey. Speaking at a news 
conference at Esenboga Airport, Batalli said that the 
protocol signed in Beirut aims at increasing the annual 
$100 million in Turkish exports to Lebanon to $200-300 
million. He added that Turkey is expected to contribute 
to the reconstruction of Beirut. Batalli stated that some 
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40 businessmen, who were part of the Turkish delega- 
tion, held constructive talks and have established ties 
with Lebanese business circles. 


Transportation Minister Le:ves for Germany 


TA1804113093 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1020 
GMT 18 Apr 93 


[Text] Ankara, April 18 (AA}—Transportation Minister 
Yasar Topcu on Sunday left for Germany were he will be 
the official guest of Post and Telecommunications Min- 
ister Boetsch. 


During his stay he will visit a number of telecommuni- 
cations installations and followed by information 
exchanges on the rapid train project. [sentence as 
received] 


Iraqi National Turkmen Party Elects Leader in 
Ankara 


TA1804 162393 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1445 
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[Text] Ankara, (AA}— Muzaffer Arslan was elected the 
leader of the Iraqi National Turkmen Party. 


The First Congress of the Iraqi National Turkmen Party, 
which is operating outside Iraq due to the pressure of 
Saddam Husayn’s administration, was held in Ankara. 


The congress, which took place at the Sato Yazar wed- 
ding hall, started yesterday and ended today. At the 
congress, amendments were carried out in the party's 
program and regulations. 


The administrative chart was reestablished and the posi- 
tion of leader was formulated following the amendments 
in the regulation. 


In the elections that took place later, the party's general 
secretary, Muzaffer Arslan was clected as the party's 
leader. 


The Iraqi National Turkmen Party established in 1988 1s 
conducting a democratic fight to achieve political and 
cultural rights for the Turkmen living Iraq in addition to 
a proportional representation in the parliament. The 
party 1s conducting its fight in “exile” and has represen- 
tatives in various countries. The liaison bureau in 
Ankara is at the same time serving as the head office of 
the party. 


Demirel Assures Assembly Group of Continuing 
Stability 

TA2004 140993 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1200 GMT 20 Apr 93 


[Text] Suleyman Demirel, True Path Party [TPP] leader 
and prime minister, has said that the great and valuable 
services of President Turgut Ozal will forever be remem- 
bered by the appreciative Turkish nation. 
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The TPP assembly group today met in tribute to Ozal. 
After a minute-long silence was observed in memory of 
Ozal, Demirel addressed the party group saying that he 
has known Ozal for 42 years and that a large part of this 
time was spent within the framework of a younger 
brother-older brother relationship. Noting that they went 
through numerous significant events together, Demirel 
added that they served the country together during the 
last 16 months and did not allow any of the state 
functions to falter. Pointing out that one does not take 
offense in politics, Demirel added: We succeeded in 
casting aside the friction and anger of the last few years 
and running state affairs in a civilized manner. He noted 
that he has many fond memories of Ozal and that 
together they rendered great services to the country. 
Demirel said: 


{Begin Demirel recording] I am extremely grieved over 
losing a friend of 42 years and a colleague with whom | 
shouldered many state responsibilities during the last 16 
months. I hope that you will understand my feelings; | 
hope that every one will. We are bestowing upon him the 
highest of honors and the respect befitting the president 
of the Turkish Republic. We are doing this with great 
love. We, in this way, not only embrace the state of the 
Turkish Republic but also this valuable friend—for me 
he was a friend—and statesmen. May his soul rest in 
peace. May God come to his aid in the other world as he 
does with everyone. 


He has done a lot for this country. These services will get 
the appreciation they deserve from our people. Our 
people are appreciative. Politics sometimes drives 
people in different directions. | believe that it is not 
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always possible to act within the limits of politics. That 
is a requisite of politics. We have come here today to 
pause for a moment and think and to pay our respects. 
{end recording} 


Demirel stated that after Ozal’s funeral a presidential 
problem will arise in Turkey. Referring to the need for 
continuity in a state, Demirel added that this should not 
be viewed as disrespect for a memory. He noted, how- 
ever, that he will not be expressing his views on the issue 
until after the funeral is over. Pointing out that this is not 
the first time that the presidential office has been 
vacated in Turkey, Demirel added that the issue will 
advance in accordance with the rules and regulations. 
Noting that no one should have any doubts on the issue, 
Demirel added: 


[Begin Demirel recording] Instability in Turkey is out of 
the question. It is also out of the question for anyone to 
be under pressure. In other words, the issue will have to 
be solved according to the laws. The TPP group, with its 
182 deputies, is a very important factor in ensuring that 
Turkey continues on its path of stability. This is the case 
in this issue as it is in every other issue. [end recording] 


Demirel recalled that similar problems were resolved 
successfully in the past and that the article which caused 
problems in the presidential elections prior to 1980 no 
longer appears in the Constitution. Noting that every 
decision will be taken together with his party colleagues, 
Demirel said: Nothing that is unacceptable to you will be 
executed. Nothing can be achieved without your con- 
sent. We will decide together on whatever is necessary to 
protect our country’s interests and democracy. 











